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Call to Worship: Wait for the Lord, like those who hope in God’s mercy. 

    God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

   Watch for God, like those who eagerly await the morning. 

    We watch for God, whose power redeems us. 

   Hear God’s hopeful word, like those who long for pardon. 

    Sing praise to God and rejoice in God’s love. 

 

Prayer: 

Loving God, as we worship together and apart, 

keep us under the shadow of your mercy. 

In this time of uncertainty and distress, 

sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 

of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

 

Spirit of God, 

bring hope and confidence as we worship, 

reassurance as we pray, 

and the promise of your constant presence 

as we face the weeks and months ahead 

Strengthen us that: 

we may carry on our lives as best as we are able, 

looking out for others, 

showing love in action, 

being faithful in prayer, 

and bringing encouragement, hope, peace and love. 

 

These prayers we offer 

in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:* Ezekiel 37:1-14 

   

Reflection: 

The Old Testament reading for the the 5th Sunday in Lent – The Valley of Dry Bones in Ezekiel – 

speaks of the promise of restoration.  The church has adopted it for the season of Lent as part of 

our journey through darkness into light. 

Ezekiel’s story speaks of the restoration of community.  Ezekiel’s people are in exile – their 

community is dead – and here in this vision the prophet finds God’s promise of restoration, the 

promise that new life can be breathed into the dead community, that the scattered and broken 

people can become a nation again. 

This message of life and hope could hardly be more appropriate, not just for Lent, but for the 

difficult times in which we find ourselves now. 

It may be that in dark and dangerous times the light of Christ seems to shine dimly in the far 

distance, that the health and vitality of faith communities is withering away, but this well-known 

story from scripture perhaps provides for us the inspiration and assurance that beyond exile there 

is a restored community. 

At the moment many of us feel isolated, alone and perhaps lonely.  Our church community – our 

church family – is fragmented and scattered; there is no news of when we might be able to meet 

again.  But there is the promise and hope of restoration – and the promise of which St Paul writes, 

that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Prayer: 

Please keep a few minutes of silence, bringing to mind all those known to you who are 

especially vulnerable at this time, praying for their safety and health.... 

 

We pray for all who have lost loved ones, and those who are seriously ill at this time. 

We uphold the National Health Service. 

as it responds to this added pressure on its already overstretched services. 

 

We pray for doctors and nurses and all in the caring professions, 

who work to help and support people as best they can. 

We remember those working behind the scenes. 

testing samples, confirming results, giving information to patients. 

 

As the virus spreads. 

we remember the disruption it causes to normal life, 

bringing new fears and anxieties: 

 

We pray for those who have been laid off as their work disappears; 

for financial hardship for individuals and businesses; 

for the impact on the economy and pensions. 

 

We pray for those whose trips, both for business and pleasure, have been cancelled; 

and others where events, long anticipated and planned for, have been postponed; 



for those making contingency planning for home based work or child care or exams. 

May our inconvenience not blind us to others’ loss. 

 

We remember those. 

who cannot visit loved ones in locked-down care homes; 

for the elderly whose social contacts have been severely curtailed; 

help us to find creative ways of keeping in touch, 

of assuring them they are not forgotten or ignored. 

 

May congregations find new ways of living though this time. 

May we not forget our faith, but draw strength from it. 

These prayers we bring to you. 

in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

Benediction 

May we run and not be weary. 

May we rise up on the wings of eagles. 

May we know without doubt  

that the everlasting God goes with us! 

 

 

 

 

*I have not included the full text of the scripture reading, on the assumption that you will have a 

Bible at home.  You can also find it at https://www.biblegateway.com/ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

