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Call to Worship:  

From the comfort of our homes we gather to worship. 

Whether through printed word, or through the gift of technology 

we are a community. 

Here we seek connection to the Divine. 

Come, let us worship God, 

shown to us through the risen Christ. 

 

Prayer: 

Gracious God, giver of life, the source of our faith and hope and love, we come to worship you, 

to offer our praise and thanksgiving and to confess our failings before you and to one another.  

We praise you for the gift of faith. We praise you for your call to each of us to’ walk the way, 

live the life of Jesus today’ and we remember with thanksgiving all who have journeyed with us 

and before us, guiding our feet and encouraging each step of that journey. We thank you for the 

presence of the Spirit with us to challenge and inspire, dream dreams and share in visions, and 

prompt us to venture down new paths of discipleship.  

We praise you for the gift of hope.  We praise you that through your Word we gain an insight into 

the world as you in intend it, where all are valued and included in the circle of community 

regardless of race, gender, age or ability and where the earth itself is cherished as our common 

home. We thank you that in Jesus, the Word made flesh, we see the embodiment of hope for 

humanity and a new way to live.  

We praise you for the gift of love. We praise you that in the loving relationships we have in our 

own lives we experience something of the deep love which you have for us, a love which is 

individual, unique and constant.  We thank you that you draw us into the circle of divine love 

which binds together Father, Son and Spirit and yet reaches out to include and embrace all who 

seek to dwell in that love.  

Merciful God, by reminding ourselves of how and why we want to give you praise and thanks, we 

also remind ourselves of our need to confess that we have not always lived the way we would 

want to live and the way which brings you joy.  

We confess that there have been times when our faith has faltered, and we have failed to fully 

engage with the impact that faith should have on our decisions and relationships with others. 

We confess that there have been times when we have given up on hope, and have become 

overwhelmed by the desire for power and your kingdom values have got lost in our inertia. 

We confess that there have been times when we have stopped loving you and our neighbour, 

when self has dominated all our relationships and our need to receive has dominated are desire 

to give.  

Forgive us, gracious God.  Draw us to you once again. May each turning to you be an opportunity 

for a new start, an opportunity to remember that we are your children, made in your image and 

likeness and an opportunity to experience afresh the constant love which you have for each one 

of us.  Help us to hear Jesus word to us, ‘Your sins are forgiven. Follow me’. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Micah 4:1-5 

Hymn:  

Christ is the world's true light, 

its captain of salvation, 

the daystar clear and bright 

and joy of every nation; 

new life, new hope awakes 

where’er we own his sway: 

freedom her bondage breaks, 

and night is turned to day. 

 

In Christ all races meet, 

their ancient feuds forgetting, 

the whole round world complete, 

from sunrise to its setting: 

when Christ is throned as Lord, 

all shall forsake their fear, 

to ploughshare beat the sword, 

to pruning-hook the spear. 

 

One Lord, in one great name 

unite us all who own thee; 

cast out our pride and shame 

that hinder to enthrone thee; 

the world has waited long, 

has travailed long in pain; 

to heal its ancient wrong, 

come, Prince of Peace, and reign. 

 

 

 

Reading:  Revelation 7:9-12 

   

Reflection: 

 Today much of the world is inflamed with a passion for racial justice following the killing 

of George Floyd by a police officer on 25th May in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  This is surely more 

than just another in a long line of similar episodes, for it is getting on for sixty years since Dr 

Martin Luther King made his ‘I have a dream’ speech in Washington DC, and it is shocking to see 

how little things have changed.  Maybe change is coming now. 

  Even fifty-seven years ago, King wasn’t saying anything new.  His dream was of a world 

where all people are treated justly, with equal opportunities for everyone.  He quotes the well-

known passage from the Americal Declaration of Independence: We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 



unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.  He goes 

on to paint an evocative picture of black children and white children able to play together, and 

of black families enjoying the same benefits, resources and opportunities as any white American 

family.  It was a simple but powerful speech, and it stands in a much older tradition,  the 

tradition of prophetic words that we find so fruequently in the Bible. 

 Micah, for example, in the part we read this morning, speaks hopeful words of peace and 

justice, painting a picture of a world where all nations, all peoples, have the freedom to live in 

their own way, to worship their own god, to ‘sit under their own vines and under their own fig 

trees’.  This, Micah says, applies to ‘strong nations far away’, nations, perhaps, which might 

have posed a threat to Israel.  But Micah’s dream is one first of justice – the justice of God – 

then of disarmament – of peace – and then of freedom – freedom to live each in their own way 

without bothering anyone, or being bothered by anyone.   

 And there is John’s dream in the book of Revelation.  It’s a different dream.  It’s not 

about freedom and justice; it’s about worship; it’s about the whole world – ‘a great multitude 

that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages’ – united 

in praise of God.  It is a vision is similar to Micah’s, and whch is reflected in Dr King’s dream too.  

 It has been a great weakness of Christianity, at least in the modern world, that it has so 

often been taught that faith in Christ provides a strength and endurance that allows all the trials 

and tribulations of the world to be overcome, with the implication that we must be content with 

our lot; that no matter how poor, how powerless, how oppressed or enslaved we are, the 

promise of Christ is one of new and abundant life.  This of course carries the grave danger of 

encouraging an unnecessary and inappropriate toleration of poverty and injustice and oppression 

when the real need is for justice and freedom.  It is frighteningly easy as a Christian simply to 

suggest that if all people were worshipping God, then all would be well.  Each would be able to 

make the best of whatever position in life they were given and, with God’s strength, endure all 

hardships, even those inflicted by other people.  You may know the verse from the hymn All 

Things Bright and Beautiful, thankfully now long abandoned:  The rich man in his castle,the 

poor man at his gate,God made them high and lowly and ordered their estate. 

 This is what Martin Luther King rejected, and he did so on the basis that the Bible is 

infused with teaching about justice and freedom.  However much faith we may possess, and no 

matter what hardships we are able to endure, the world is unjust if we are being oppressed by 

others.  If we do not possess in full the right to life, liberty and the pusuit of happiness then we 

have no freedom. 

 Many people said that King’s words were little more than fantasy, that they were indeed 

a dream; that the world is an unjust place, and that there is nothing anyone can do about that.  

Sometimes people said much the same thing to the Old testament prophets, accusing them of 

being drunk or insane.   

 If all this is reminiscent of the life and teaching of Jesus of Nazareth, then it should be.  

Jesus too had a dream.  His vision was of the Kingdom of God, and it was a vision shared by 

Martin Luther King.  A Kingdom of peace, justice and freedom. 

 When we look around the world today, we may see little evidence that, fifty-seven years 

on, Martin Luther King’s dream is any closer to coming true.  It is abundantly clear today that 

the world still suffers from that same injustice and oppression that King spoke of all those years 

ago; it still suffers from racism that is somethines violent and even fatal.   

 So in these days we remember the vision; we dream of what the world could be like; we 

remember those who have fought and died for the vision of justice and freedom; we cease to 

honour the architects of racism; and perhaps too, in our own hearts and minds, we pledge 

ourselves to share the dream, to treat all other people we meet with the same dignity and 

respect, to act justly in our own lives and never, by our words or actions, attempt to restrict the 



freedom of others, or condone those who do or who have done in the past.  For as St Paul 

writes: There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Let us offer a prayer of lament and repentance: 

 

Hear our prayer, loving God: 

hear our prayer today for all who lament or repent. 

 

For those among us who face discrimination every day 

because of their skin colour, 

we lament. 

 

For those among us with white skin who benefit 

from racist systems sometimes even without realizing it, 

we repent. 

 

For those among us who have struggled and waited so long 

for the Promised Land of freedom and equality, 

we lament. 

 

For those among us who have acted in racist ways 

and have hurt people of colour, 

we repent. 

 

For those protesting injustice who face police brutality 

and a justice system rigged against them, 

we lament. 

 

For those who think racism is someone else’s problem, 

and not a problem for humanity, 

we repent. 

 

God of hope, show us how to work for justice together, 

standing up for what is right, 

stepping in when something is wrong, 

shouldering each other’s burdens, 

holding each other accountable, 

righting the wrongs we’ve done, 

speaking truth to power. 

 

For in God’s family there is no division; 

we are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Amen 

 

 

  

Prayer: 



 In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage to take care of 

one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially those who are frightened and alone, 

for those who cannot access healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost, hear our prayer! 

In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to comfort one another. For 

those who are dying, and for those who have already died from this virus, for those who tend 

them and for those with no one to tend them, hear our prayer! 

 In the midst of our own anxiety we ask you to give us the courage to support one another 

as you would. For those who are unexpectedly unemployed, for employers who share what they 

can, for our government and financial institutions and those who lead them, hear our prayer! 

In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all who live on this planet, we ask you 

to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For healthcare workers, spiritual 

leaders and our faith communities, for artists and poets, for prophets and teachers, hear our 

prayer! 

 In the midst of our growing awareness that all life on Earth is connected, we ask for the 

heart to respect and cherish all life. That all peoples recognize that we are all your children, 

hear our prayer! 

 We trust in you and your power working in us. 

 

 

Hymn:  

God of freedom, God of justice, 

God whose love is strong as death, 

God who saw the dark of prison, 

God who knew the price of faith: 

touch our world of sad oppression 

with your Spirit's healing breath. 

 

Rid the earth of torture's terror, 

God whose hands were nailed to wood; 

hear the cries of pain and protest, 

God who shed the tears and blood; 

move in us the power of pity, 

restless for the common good. 

 

Make in us a captive conscience 

quick to hear, to act, to plead; 

make us truly sisters, brothers, 

of whatever race or creed; 

teach us to be fully human, 

open to each other's need. 

 

Benediction 

Let us continue to live in confidence and hope. 

Encouraging those who are tired and exhausted; 

comforting those who are anxious and fearful. 

saying to them all: 

“Be strong, and do not fear! 

For God’s kingdom is coming— 

Indeed, God’s kingdom is already here! 



 

And  may our loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us and with those we love, 

today and always. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


