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Call to Worship:  

Though we may have known hardship and pain, 

though life has not always turned out as we had hoped, 

we will give thanks and say: 

God’s steadfast love endures for ever! 

 

Though life becomes more complex, 

the deepest questions remain unanswered, 

and the mystery of faith deepens, we will say: 

God’s steadfast love endures for ever! 

 

And though the pain of the world 

often seems more than we can bear or understand, 

we will stand firm in our faith and say: 

God’s steadfast love endures for ever! 

 

 

Prayer:   

O God, you come to us in unexpected places 

In isolation, behind closed doors 

On dusty roads, as we go from place to place 

In video chats  with friends and telephone conversations with loved ones. 

You come bringing us peace, where there is no peace 

You come bringing us hope when everything seems hopeless 

You come bringing us courage when we are afraid. 

Come and be among us now, in every place where we are. 

Open our eyes to see you, open our hearts to know you. 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

gentle and humble of heart, 

full of compassion and maker of peace, 

you lived in poverty and suffered persecution for the cause of justice. 

You chose the Cross as the path to glory to show us the way of salvation. 

May we receive the word of the Gospel joyfully 

and live by your example as heirs and citizens of your kingdom. 

 

Spirit of God, 

You are the restless breath of love that sweeps through the world. 

You move where you will, breaking down barriers, 

Stirring hearts to change, making all things possible. 

Inspire each one of us to hunger and thirst for justice! 



Come, Spirit of God, 

Sweep through our world bringing great change. 

May the bounty of your goodness be shared more justly, 

So all may share in the rich blessings of your creation. 

And, for us, bring transformation in our praying and living, 

So that we may act justly, love mercy, 

And walk humbly with you all the days of our lives.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  James  4:7-12 

Hymn: 

O Lord, all the world belongs to you 

and you are always making all things new. 

What is wrong you forgive, 

and the new life you give 

is what’s turning the world upside down. 

  

The world’s only loving to its friends, 

but your way of loving never ends, 

loving enemies too; 

and this loving with you 

is what’s turning the world upside down. 

  

The world lives divided and apart, 

You draw us together, and we start 

in our friendship to see 

that in harmony we 

can be turning the world upside down. 

  

The world wants the wealth to live in state, 

but you show a new way to be great: 

like a servant you came, 

and if we do the same, 

we’ll be turning the world upside down. 

  

O Lord, all the world belongs to you 

and You are always making all things new. 

What is wrong, you forgive, 

and the new life you give 

is what’s turning the world upside down. 

 

 

Reading: Matthew 7:1-11  

   



Reflection: 

 ‘Who are you to judge your neighbour?’, asks James.  ‘Do not judge, so that you may not 

be judged’, says Jesus.  That sounds like a logcal, common-sense piece of advice, and yet what 

a challenge it can be, especially for those who are trying to live a godly life as people of God’s 

kingdom.  We all know how easy it is to form an opinion about other people; it’s a part of human 

nature, almost impossible to resist.  We all know how easy it is to pass judgement on another 

person or group of people based on unfounded assumptions or lazy preconceeptions.  

 The fact is that we don’t know people well enough to judge them, and one of our 

greatest faults is to assume that everybody else is just like we are.  So when we see someone 

doing or saying something that we wouldn’t do or say, we feel justified in criticising them.  We 

fail, sometimes, to acknowledge that people are different.  For example, if you are someone of 

a placid nature, and you see someone getting angry, you might criricise them for their 

uncontrolable temper, without acknowledging that anger as such is not a sin. 

  ‘Who are you to judge your neighbour?’  It’s a big challenge, and it becomes a lot more 

serious when we start to consider the way we judge other groups of people, other communities, 

other nations.  It might not be too much of a stretch to suggest that it is judgement built on 

unfounded assumptions and lazy preconceptions that is the basis for all kinds of discrimination – 

religious, racial, gender, age.  We judge people before we have made any effort to know them.  

We pre-judge – it’s where we get the word ‘prejudice’ and it’s a dangerous thing. 

 It goes without saying that this habit we all have of judging others is bad for us.  Who are 

we to judge?   Our criticism of others only serves to inflate our feelings of pride and superiority, 

and blinds us to our own faults.  What hope is there for the person who every day pats himself 

on the back and says ‘God, I give thanks that I am not like other people’.?  Talking about the 

religious leaders of his day, Jesus made this quite shocking and offensive statement:  ‘even 

publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of heaven before you.’  Why should he say that?  

Because the sinners he was talking about were under no illusions about themselves.  They knew 

the kind of lives they lived, but the religious leaders were completely blind to their own 

shortcomings. 

Jesus says that’s what keeps people out of God’s Kingdom - that they don’t think there’s 

anything the matter with them.  Those who regard themselves as superior, or even perfect, have 

to stand aside and let the sinners go first. 

 So what does all this say to us, in our world of racial conflict and religious tension?  Can 

we really avoid judging others?  We might bear in mind that there is a difference between 

passing a judgement and forming an opinion.  A judgement is final, it is a decision.  The 

judgement of a court, for example, is intended to be the fianl resolution of the case.  Yes, 

sometimes there are appeals and judgements have been overturned, but the intention is always 

that the judgement shall be binding. 

 Some sports have judges.  Tennis, badminton, volleyball and American football all have 

officials called judges.  Their job is not to say what they think or feel, but to give a definitive 

ruling. 

 We cannot help but form opinions, but it is when those opinions become so ingrained that 

they become part of our personality that they develop into judgements.  Opinions can perhaps 

be altered, refined, even changed completely.  Judgement tends to be final; judgement leaves 

no room for open-mindedness; judgement is seldom grounded in compassion. 

 Jesus came not in judgement, but in love  He had compassion on the multitudes because 

they were scattered abroad like sheep without a shepherd.  And he calls us to have his mind and 

his spirit.  And that mind and that spirit is not to condemn but to love.  The attitude of 

judgement destroys; the attitude of Christ saves.  Psychologists say that the first step in the 

rehabilitation of someone who has gone off the rails, be they a criminal or an addict or 



whatever, is to make them feel that they are important, that there are people that care about 

them, that they are loved, that there are people around them who truly believe in them, who 

believe that they can overcome the troubles of their past.  And that to an extent is true of all of 

us.  We live by the faith of others; we are supported by the faith others have in us; encouraged 

by the knowledge that we matter to people, that there are people who appreciate us and care 

for us.  And we are all fragile enough to be easily destroyed by the unthinking criticism or the 

uninformed judgement of other people.  For as James says: ‘Who are we to judge others?’ 

Prayer: 

Loving God, 

we pray for vulnerable people all over this world, 

people without power 

who live in places of terror and violence, fear and oppression. 

 

Protect them, God; 

we feel so powerless ourselves to help them. 

Encourage and empower us to work 

for peace and freedom from fear in our own contexts. 

 

God of grace, 

we pray for those whose lives have been turned upside down 

by various disasters: floods, fire and drought-driven famine. 

Bring courage and hope to them; 

through their pain, may they remain connected to you in prayer. 

 

Healing God, 

we pray for those who are sick and suferring; 

for those who are worried about their loved-ones, 

and for those whose lives have been touched by mourning and loss. 

Bring peace; may they know your love, even in their distress 

 

Caring God, we pray for those who care for the sick and vulnerable 

in a million different ways. 

Strengthen them in their callng. 

 

God of community, 

we pray for communities of faith; 

may they be a source of hope for their neighbourhoods and for the world. 

 

Help us to discern needs and work to fulfill them. 

Strengthen and unify your people, 

and show us how we can be the disciples you call us to be. 

Return the sick to health and well-being 

and relieve the suffering of those who have lost loved ones, 

are unable to find meaningful employment 

and fear the challenges of old age. 

 

Guide us, God of love, 

into your paths of right relationships. 

In Jesus’ name we pray; 



Amen. 

 

  

Hymn  

Lord of good life, the hosts of the undying 

hail thee as conqueror on the heavenly field; 

so we on earth, to their great song replying, 

here to thy claim our earthly service yield. 

 

Take thou our strength, for thou hast proved the stronger, 

victor in wars our weakness never knew; 

take thou our love, for thou hast loved the longer; 

take thou our truth, for thou hast proved more true. 

 

Take thou our courage, for thy trumpets call us 

on where disciples shall new perils meet; 

take thou our fears that weaken and enthral us, 

tread them to dust beneath thy conquering feet. 

 

Glory to God, who now to us has given 

best of his gifts, the call to share his strife! 

Glory to God, who bids us fight for heaven 

here in the dust and joy of human life!  

 

Benediction: 

God of grace and mercy, 

be with us as we face an unknown future 

and as we walk paths untrodden. 

In the ever-changing and uncertain world where we find ourselves, 

help us to know and be assured that you are present. 

Calm our hearts and minds and give us hope in you. 

 

And may  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with each of us and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


