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Call to Worship:  

We come in the name of the living Christ to worship God. 

Surely, God is in all the places where we are 

and calls us to worship in spirit and in truth. 

God’s love is for you and for me 

and for all people everywhere. 

That we may share God’s love and life, 

may we be renewed 

in the refreshing Spirit of the living Christ. 

The living Christ is with us. 

Praise the Lord! 

 

 

 
Prayer/Reflection: 

Loving God, 
We worship with praise and thanksgiving 

for who you are, 
and for all that you have done for us. 

 
You know us better than we know ourselves— 

all our thoughts and actions— 
and yet you love us. 

 
No matter where we go or what we do, 

Your love encircles us—ahead and behind— 
gently leading and guiding and blessing. 

We praise You for Your love 
and Your faithful presence in our lives. 

 
May Your Spirit move in our hearts and minds as we worship together— 

examine our attitudes and actions, 
lay bare the things we need to confess, 

challenge us with your Word, 
and guide us on to paths that lead to life. 

 
 

 

 

Merciful God, 
you plant each of us like seeds in the same field and together we are nourished and nurtured by 
the sun.  We sway in the wind and are refreshed by the rain. We are blessed by the knowledge 

that you encourage and empower us to grow towards what you call us to be. 



When we deprive others of that same opportunity, 
forgive us. 

 
When we want to uproot those whom we believe 

do not belong in our part of the field, 
forgive us. 

 
When we label others as good or bad 

rather than accept them for who they are, 
forgive us. 

 
When we are reluctant to acknowledge 

that we ourselves are a mixture of weeds and wheat, 
forgive us. 

 
When we are afraid to look into the fields of our own lives 

to see what is growing there, 
forgive us. 

 
O God, you know us inside and out, through and through. 

You search us out and lay your hand upon us. 
You know what we are going to say even before we speak. 

So we pray that you will help us to reach out to the uprooted and rejected, 
the lonely and the outcast, 

and to develop and grow the good in ourselves, in others and in the world. 
 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Matthew 13:24-30 

Hymn 113:   

Let all God’s people join in one 
to lift the heart and voice, 

the Lord hath done great things for us, 
and therefore we rejoice, 
and therefore we rejoice: 

 
For the harvest of bygone ages, 
in the hope of the coming days, 

go into his gates with thankfulness, 
and into his courts with praise. 

 
We with our ears have heard the tale, 

the tale apostles told, 
what wonders God for them and us 

did in the time of old, 
did in the time of old: 



 
 

They sowed the seed and watered it 
in sorrow and in care; 

but God alone the increase gave 
and bade it blossom fair, 
and bade it blossom fair: 

 
All praise to him whose bounty crowns 

with flowers and fruit the year; 
God is our hope and strength today, 

therefore we will not fear, 
therefore we will not fear: 

Reading:  Matthew 13:36-43 

Reflection: 

 Last week we loked at the parable of the sower. Today’s parable - the parable of the 

weeds, is simialr, it also has an obvious horticultural theme.  (We remember that Jesus always 

used subjects for his stories with which his listeners would be familiar.  In a rural society where 

many families would grow their own food, seeds and growth and crops and weeds would of 

course have been part of everyday conversation.)  And this parable, like the one about the 

sower, also has an explanation. 

 So you would think, wouldn’t you, that in studying this parable there’s really not that 

much to say about it.  Jesus, after all , has explained himself that the kingdom of god is like a 

field sowed with a crop of wheat, but it is contaminated by some mischief-maker or evildoer 

sowing weeds among the wheat.  The two crops grow together and the farmer’s workers ask if 

they should uproot the weeds and destroy them but the farmer says no, for there would be a 

danger of destroying some of the good crop along with them.  Better to wait until both crops are 

fully mature and the reapers will be instructed to harvest first the weeds them the wheat.  

 The story is explained as an allegory.  That is, every character and element of the story 

represents something else.  The sower is the Son of Man, that is, Jesus himself; the field is the 

world, the good seeds are the children of the kingdom; the bad seeds are the children of the evil 

one; the enemy is satan; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 

The allegory, however, is not complete.  It doesn’t account for the only characters apart from 

the sower who have a speaking part in the drama – the farm workers who go to their boss and 

engage him in a kind of gardeners’ question time.  Didn’t you sow good seed in your field?  how 

come all these weeds have come up?  What are we going to do about it?  Would you like us to 

pull up the weeds and destroy them before they choke the wheat? 

 Who do these questioning employees represent in the story? 

 Perhaps, as we attempt to understand this story in the context of our own time and our 

own world, we can see ourselves in the questioning employees.  Remember what all the 

elements of the story are said to represent.  The field is a world where there is both good and 

evil, growing side by side.  We can see that, we see it every day, that there are people and 

nations and groups and individuals and situations and circumstances that seem to us to be 

entirely contrary to the Kingdom of God.  There is violence and there is poverty, there is 

corruption and there is exploitation.  Even on a smaller scale in the lives of those around us, 



there is selfishness and there is bullying, there is unkindness and lack of consideration and 

unwillingness to forgive.  Maybe even in our own lives we can identify aspects of our character 

that are more like weeds than wheat; maybe, like St Paul, we don’t always do what we would 

like to do but rather we do that which we hate; maybe even in each of us there are weeds 

growing alongside the wheat. 

 And like the sower’s workers, we want to do something about it, we want to pull up the 

weed and destroy them.  Whenever we identify a weed in our lives or in the political life of the 

world, we want to destroy it.  That’s natural, understandable and often quite appropriate.  But 

it’s not always that simple. 

 Because sometimes the small green shoots of the weeds look identical to the small green 

shoots of the wheat, and sometimes the wheat and the weeds are growing so close together that 

it’s impossible to destroy one without damaging the other.   

 As is so often the case, we find that Jesus is teaching something that we’d rather not 

hear.  It is our instinct to react against evil, to do something about rooting out and destroying 

anything that we perceive as damaging us or our world.   But the history of the church shows 

how easily the rooting out of evil can turn to the persecution of the innocent, and how in order 

to define something or someone as evil, judgements have to be made, judgements which are 

often biased and unjust.  So Jesus teaches an impossibly difficult lesson. 

 Don’t pull out the weeds just now.  Wait.  Concentrate on feeding and cultivating the 

whole field, and when the reapers come they will harvest first the weeds and then the wheat.  

In other words, Jesus is telling us, perhaps, to not worry about passing judgement on other 

people or trying to destroy the enemies of God’s kingdom.  Forget all that, concentrate rather 

on nurturing that which is good. 

 It sounds not just impossible but plain wrong.  Should we allow the evil of the world to 

flourish? 

 Yes, because we could not defeat it by force even if we tried.  Yes, because it is not for 

us to be judges of other people, however evil they may appear to us.  Yes, because the way to 

the kingdom is not through the defeat of enemies but by forgiveness, acceptance and love. 

 Does that sound liberal and wishy-washy?  Look at the greatest and most respected 

figures on the world stage in the last hundred years.  Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jnr, Nelson 

Mandela, Desmond Tutu.  Each exerted tremendous influence on the whole world not by 

wielding power and trying to tear up the weeds but by nurturing the wheat of goodness and 

peace and forgiveness. 

 Look at those police forces in the UK which you might have seen featured on Panorama 

last week, and which have begun to treat violent crime, not just as a criminal issue but as a 

public health issue and which, in co-operation with social services and mental health 

professionals, are offering not punishment, but treatment, counselling and mentoring to 

offenders and in doing so have achieved a significant decline in violent crime. 

 And if such examples are not enough, we can look again to Jesus himself, Jesus who said 

that those who choose to use the sword ultimately die by the sword.  Indeed, Jesus himself at 

the end of his ministry gave the ultimate illustration of the meaning of today’s parable.  Even 

dying on the cross, he did not seek to destroy his enemies who sowed the lethal seeds that 

choked out his life.  Rather, he forgave them.   And we can – through his story -  discover that 



the power of the Resurrection proves the truth of the parable of the wheat and weeds. In so 

doing, we will recommit ourselves to leaving the weeds alone. In so doing, we will, in ourselves 

and in the world around us, turn all our hearts and souls to nurturing the wheat that God has 

given us. 

                                                                                                                                                                       

Prayer:  

Loving God, we give thanks today for the message of hope that lies at the heart of the gospel, 

the assurance that, whatever seems to deny it, love will be victorious. 

We give thanks for the word of hope that runs through the scriptures – the promise to Abraham 

that, through his people all the world would be blessed; to Moses, that the Israelites would be 

led from captivity to the promised land; to Isaiah, that the people’s exile in Babylon would be 

ended; to the prophets, that the Messiah would come; to the followers of Jesus, that he would 

return to them; to the disciples, that they were empowered to serve the kingdom. 

And we give thanks for what all that means for us today – that we can live each day with 

confidence, and look forward in faith and anticipation, whatever our circumstances may be, 

wahtever times of testing may befall us.  Though dreams may be dashed and thwarted, though 

life may be hard and the future look bleak, we know that love is strong and love endures. 

And so we bring before God in our prayers this troubled world – a world of so much hatred, 

suspicion, greed and envy, so much poverty, exploitation, violence and suffering, so much 

sickness and death.   

And although beside the troubles of the world, our own worries seem inconsequential, yet we 

pray for ourselves and for those we love.  We think of those we know who at this time are in 

pain or difficulty, through illness or accident. 

Loving God, we give thanks that your people are not alone, that in every situation of human 

need and suffering, God is in the midst, calling us to share in mending broken lives in a broken 

world.  Help us to respond.  Amen 

 

Hymn 624:   

Father eternal, Ruler of creation, 

Spirit of life, by whom all things are made; 

through the thick darkness covering every nation, 

light to our blindness, come now to our aid! 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

Rulers and peoples, still we stand divided, 

and, sharing not our griefs, no joy can share; 

by wars and tumults Love is mocked, derided, 

his conquering cross no kingdom wills to bear: 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

Envious of heart, blind-eyed, with tongues confounded, 

nation by nation still goes unforgiven; 

in wrath and fear, by jealousies surrounded, 

building proud towers which shall not reach to heaven: 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

Lust of possession causes desolations; 

and meekness has no honour in the earth. 



Led by no star, the rulers of the nations 

still fail to bring us to the blissful birth: 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

How shall we love you, holy, hidden Being, 

Unless we love the world which you have made? 

O give us surer love for better seeing 

your Word made flesh, and in a manger laid: 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

  
Benediction: 

As we travel on, let us not forget: 
There is no where we can go where God is not. 

Everywhere we go, God goes before us. 
From the farthest ocean to the highest mountain, 
from the heights of joy to the depths of despair— 
wherever we find ourselves, God is already there. 

So let us travel in peace, 
for we do not journey alone. 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us and with all those we love, today and ever more.  Aemn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


