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Call to Worship:  

God of Love, we seek the peace of the world: 

May God’s love fill the hearts of all people. 

God of Justice, we seek the freedom of the world: 

Freedom from hurt and pain; freedom to live. 

God of Life, we seek the salvation of the world: 

Salvation from cruelty and conflict. 

God of all the world, we seek your spirit: 

May God’s spirit fill the hearts of all people. 

Prayer: 

Loving God, God who creates, God who calls, God who welcomes and forgives.  God who is 

present in every atom of the universe; who is closer than our own heartbeat yet greater than all 

human achievement.  God who calls us, we offer our worship. 

 We come to worship unsure of how best to express our faith, uncertain of the depth of 

our understanding of the gospel, hesitant in our response to the call of Christ and doubtful of our 

ability to give ourselves fully to the mission of the Kingdom.  We come unsure of how to worship 

under these strange new circumstances, apart yet together, at worship, yet not in church, 

united, yet separated. 

 And so we seek reassurance that we are hearing clearly the call of Christ;  we seek 

comfort in the knowledge that the divine love of God is free and available for all people;  we 

seek inspiration, understanding and guidance in the words of scripture;  we seek the opportunity 

to share our faith together and to discover new insights and new ways of expressing our faith;  

we seek the assurance that we gather as a family of the church, welcoming friend and stranger 

alike; and we seek forgiveness for all that is weak, all that is selfish, and all that hinders our 

discipleship. 

 May our worship today be a true expression of faith and love; may we reach out in prayer 

and concern to all the world and may we reach out in love to one another, bound together by 

the Spirit as a community and family of your people.  May the prayers we offer today not simply 

leave our hearts and minds and disappear into thin air, but may they inspire us even as we offer 

them, may they galvanise us to action, may they bring the Kingdom of God close to us even as 

we pray.    

 May we hear the voice of Christ through the words of our worship today; may we know 

the loving presence of the Spirit of God as we spend this time together; may we find 

enlightenment and inspiration in the worship we offer; may we find mutual support and 

encouragement in our fellowship today; and may we know that we are forgiven, that we may not 

be burdened by guilt, but set free to live in Christ and serve his Kingdom. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 



we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Isaiah 55:1-5  

 

Hymn 107 

The love of God comes close 

where stands an open door, 

to let the stranger in, 

to mingle rich and poor. 

The love of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the love of God is here to stay. 

 

 The peace of God comes close 

to those caught in the storm, 

forgoing lives of ease 

to ease the lives forlorn. 

The peace of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the peace of God is here to stay. 

 

 The joy of God comes close 

where faith encounters fears, 

where heights and depths of life 

are found through smiles and tears. 

The joy of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the joy of God is here to stay. 

 

 The grace of God comes close 

to those whose grace is spent, 

when hearts are tired or sore 

and hope is bruised and bent. 

The grace of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the grace of God is here to stay. 

 

 The Son of God comes close 

where people praise his name, 

where bread and wine are blest 

and shared as when he came. 

The Son of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the Son of God is here to stay. 

 

Reading:  Matthew 14:13-21  

   

Reflection: 



 The two scripture readings we heard earlier both speak to us of food and drink, of 

feasting and famine, of promise and challenge. Isaiah offers God’s invitation to a feast where 

there is plenty for everyone.  And this feast is perpetual, it is everlasting, as Isaiah describes in 

the previous chapters.  It is nothing less than a new kind of world.  And – crucially – this 

invitation is for everyone, especially the poor.  Food in abundance, wine and milk, for those who 

have no money. 

 And we see something of Isaiah’s vision of a new world played out in the reading from the 

gospel according to Matthew, where five thousand people who have come to hear Jesus speak 

are fed, and fed so abundantly that there are twelve baskets of leftovers.  

 This theme of God’s provision for the needs of God’s people is a prominent one 

throughout the scriptures.  Again and again we are exhorted to trust God to provide all we need, 

to praise the Creator for this world and all its bounty, to be confident that the one whose eye is 

on the sparrow will nurture and care for each person, that God’s love is infinite and God’s works 

are wonderful.  This new world of Isaiah’s, this kingdom of God proclaimed by Jesus, sounds like 

a paradise in which there is no hunger, no want, no poverty.  It is truly an everlasting feast of 

abundance.  It sounds too good to be true. 

 Perhaps the weakness in the whole scenario is that it is our job to put it into practice.  

We might say that God has fulfilled the promise by providing a world that has everything we 

need for everyone to live and prosper, and the fact of continued poverty and suffering is a 

consequence of human mismanagement. 

 We can see a hint of all this in the story of the feeding of the five thousand.  Late in the 

day the disciples come to Jesus and suggest that he send the crowds away, because they are 

hungry and they should go and buy food for themselves.  And Jesus’ response to them is to say; 

‘you give them something to eat’.  And they say they can’t; they haven’t enough. 

 It isn’t necessary for us to debate how such a miracle could happen; whether it is a 

supernatural miracle of muliplying a meagre amount of food, or whether it is a simple miracle of 

sharing.  The point is that God made food available, and it was enough and more than enough 

for everyone. 

 In our world God makes food available – enough and more than enough – and perhaps in 

this world, where so many live at a level of starvation, Jesus calls to those who are well-fed and 

comfortable -  ‘you give them something to eat’. 

 And of course it’s not just about food-aid, it’s about compassion, respect, equality, 

justice, opportunity and hope; about ensuring that, in the new kingdom, there are none 

excluded from the feast. 

 As we come now to celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion, we might keep these 

thoughts in mind, for one of the many themes and symbols is that of the great feast to which all 

are invited.  God gives to the world not just an abundance of food and material things, but in 

Jesus we see God’s self-giving (‘even unto death’, as Paul says) for love of the world.  We 

celebrate the feast and we face the challenge of feeding the world.  

 

Communion: 

This  is the joyful feast of unity. 

Christ has gathered his people around the earth 

to commune at this table. 

 

Across political lines and economic lines, 

in places of powerfully protected affluence, 

and among the poorest of the poor, 

we share a meal, 



remembering and celebrating the One who proved shalom possible. 

 

And so, we come: 

from the East and from the West, 

from the North and from the South. 

 

We come. 

We come with our doubts, 

We come with our hopes, 

We come with our inadequacies 

and with our strengths. 

Come everyone, for this is a table where all are invited 

and all are welcome. 

 

Welcome: 

And so we gather at the table. 

We come from many places, 

differing in age, differing in race, 

differing in politics, sexual orientation and even religion. 

As we come together around the table 

we discover that our differences are not something we tolerate 

but that our differences are indeed a blessing, 

the more difference we bring, the more fully we experience 

the presence of the sacred in our midst. 

So come, children of God, just as you are. 

Wherever you are on this journey of life, you are welcome here, 

here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. 

Come, children of God, come and remember. 

 

Remembrance: 

We remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell, 

stories of bread broken and shared, feeding a multitude, 

stories of being gathered together, enemy and friend, around tables, 

stories of unlikely guests revealing the face of the sacred. 

They say that that 

it was on a night of both celebration and betrayal 

that he took the bread leftover on the table, 

blessed it and broke it; 

reminding them that it is 

in the breaking that we become whole, 

in losing our lives that we find them, 

in serving that we are served. 

As the grain scattered becomes one in the loaf, 

when we eat this bread, we become one with one another. 

They say that he took the cup also leftover on the table, 

poured out and sharing, 

remembering with them, the life-giving breath 

even now pounding a rhythm through our veins, 

the breath of life from whence we come 



the breath that precedes and follows all that we can see 

As the grapes find life in the vine, 

when we drink this cup, 

we become at one with the source of life itself. 

 

Blessing: 

And so we pray: 

Come, holy Spirit, come. 

Bless this bread and 

bless this fruit of the vine. 

Bless all of us in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, 

that we might recognize the risen Christ in our midst, 

indeed in one another. 

Come, holy Spirit, come. 

 

The Lord Jesus, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks 

he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’  In the 

same way also he took the cup after supper saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  

Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

 

This bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. Take and eat, this is the 

body of Christ; do this in remembrance of him. 

 

This cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.  This cup is the new 

covenant in the blood of Christ; do this in remembrance of him. 

 

 

Prayer:   
Loving God, you have called us, fed us and nurtured us; now hear us as we bring before you the 

needs of the world: 

 

God, hear the cries of all creation, 

the cries of the waters, the air, the land and all living things; 

the cries of all who are exploited, marginalized, abused and victimized, 

all who are dispossessed and silenced, their humanity ignored, 

all who suffer from any form of disease, from war 

and from the crimes of the arrogant 

who hide from the truth, distort memory 

and deny the possibility of reconciliation. 

God, guide all in seats of authority 

towards decisions of integrity. 

 

God, in your grace, transform the world. 

 

We give thanks for your blessings and signs of hope 

that are already present in the world, 

in people of all ages and in those who have gone before us in faith; 

in movements to overcome violence in all its forms, 

in the deep and open dialogues that have begun 



in the search for mutual understanding and respect; 

in all those working together for justice and peace – 

both in exceptional circumstances and every day. 

We thank you for the good news of Jesus Christ, 

and the assurance of resurrection. 

 

God, in your grace, transform the world. 

 

By the power and guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, 

may our prayers never be empty words 

but an urgent response to your living Word – 

in non-violent direct action for positive change, 

in bold, clear, specific acts of solidarity, 

liberation, healing and compassion, 

readily sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

Open our hearts to love 

and to see that all people are made in your image, 

to care for creation and affirm life in all its wondrous diversity. 

Transform us in the offering of ourselves 

so that we may be your partners in transformation, 

to become neighbours to all, 

as we await with eager longing 

the full revelation of your kingdom 

in the coming of a new heaven and a new earth. 

 

 

Hymn 599 
Christ for the world! we sing, 
the world to Christ we bring,  

with loving zeal; 
the poor, and them that mourn,  

the faint and overborne,  
sin-sick and sorrow worn,  

for Christ to heal.  
 

Christ for the world! we sing,  
the world to Christ we bring,  

with fervent prayer;  
the wayward and the lost,  
by restless passions tossed,  
redeemed at countless cost  

from dark despair. 
 

Christ for the world! we sing,  
the world to Christ we bring,  

with one accord; 
with us the work to share,  
with us reproach to dare,  
with us the cross to bear,  

for Christ our Lord.  
 



Christ for the world! we sing,  
the world to Christ we bring,  

with joyful song; 
the newborn souls whose days,  

reclaimed from error's ways, 
inspired with hope and praise,  

to Christ belong. 
 

  
 

Benediction:  

God is our light, our hope, our all in all: 

Blessed be God, now and forever! 

 

Christ is our home, our life, our joy: 

Blessed be God, now and forever! 

 

Our worship concludes; our service continues. 

Blessed be God, now and forever! 

  

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with each one of us and with all those we love, today and for ever more.  AMEN 

 

 

 

 


