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Call to Worship: 

Each day is a gift from God, 

each moment is an opportunity to reach out 

in service to all creation. 

Each day is a reminder of the new covenant: 

not written on stone tablets easily broken, 

but inscribed on our hearts filled with joy and hope. 

Each day we draw closer to God: 

who has forgotten more than we ever learn; 

who has forgiven us more than we ever acknowledge. 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

Hear and believe the good news: God has called us “my people”! 

God has set up a covenant, over and over again, 

choosing us even before we can choose, 

faithful even when we are faltering. 

In the flood, in the wilderness, in exile; 

in certainty and doubt, abundance and scarcity; 

God’s promise is true to the thousandth generation. 

We see the rainbow, we hear our names, we learn the commandments, 

we look up for our help, we know in our hearts: 

we love because God first loved us, 

we follow because God first came to us, 

we can be faithful because God is faithful. 

Come, let us worship God together. 

 

Jesus said: I am the vine, you are the branches 

Lord Jesus, we come to draw on Your strength for apart from you we can do nothing. We come 

to offer praise and thanks for all the ways in which You sustain us – living water, a word in 

season, gifts of bread and wine, the company of disciples. 

 

Jesus said: As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you 

Lord Jesus, as by faith and imagination we walk with You in these weeks towards Jerusalem, we 

worship You for the love You show us. In this time of worship draw us close that we might see 

You better and love You more. 

 

Jesus said: If you heed my commands, you will dwell in my love 

Lord Jesus, we have not always heeded Your commands. Love of self drives our behaviour we 

ignore our neighbours’ needs we will not forgive those who wrong us we will not care for this 

good earth. 



 

Jesus said: I have spoken this to you, so that my joy may be in you and your joy complete 

Lord Jesus, help us to know Your reconciling and forgiving love. As we recall Your sacrifice for 

us, may we recognise the sufficiency of Your grace. 

Jesus said: This is my commandment, that you love one another 

Lord Jesus, in this holy season, help us to love one another as disciples should. May the 

community of the Church be a taste of the Kingdom already begun. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband,[a] says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 

their sin no more. 

 

Hymn 292 

When morning gilds the skies,  

my heart awaking cries:  

May Jesus Christ be praised!  

alike in work and prayer  

to him I would repair:  

May Jesus Christ be praised!  

 

When sleep her balm denies, 

my silent spirit sighs: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  

When evil thoughts molest, 

with this I shield my breast: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  

 

Does sadness fill my mind? 

A solace here I find: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  

Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  

 

Let earth's wide circle round  

in joyful notes resound:  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A31-34&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-19724a


May Jesus Christ be praised!  

Let air and sea and sky 

from depth to height reply: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  

 

Be this, while life is mine, 

my canticle divine: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  

Be this the eternal song  

through all the ages long:  

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

Reading: John 12:20-33 

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ 22 Philip 

went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, 

‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it 

for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 

also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 

27 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is 

for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came 

from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 29 The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ 30 Jesus answered, ‘This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler 

of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

people[a] to myself.’ 33 He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

Reflection: 

 Part of our Lenten journey is about discovering how we should live as Christian people; 

what we should do and say to serve God’s Kingdom in the best way we can; what are the rules of 

Christian life?  If we have to follow rules, whose rules? Our own? The church's? God's? So much 

controversy in the church recently has been around these issues, and when the debate gets 

really heated, all sides start quoting chapter and verse to support their own set of rules, their 

own version of what it means to be Christian. Like those ancient Greeks wanting to see Jesus, 

we want to know who's really saved, who's got the answers, who's living the right life. And we've 

been spending Lent trying to figure out the answer to that question, so we know whose 

understanding of the Gospel is correct, just so we can get our act  cleaned up in time for Easter. 

 We receive some comforting words from the ancient prophetic voice of Jeremiah today. 

At least we know that controversy over rules is nothing new. Jeremiah spoke at a time when the 

Babylonian empire had all but destroyed ancient Israel. The Hebrew people were plucked up 

from their homeland and scattered in foreign countries, surrounded by strange religions. Without 

their central place of worship, the Temple in Jerusalem, the Hebrews were asking difficult 

questions about their identity. Like us, they wanted to know what rules they should follow, the 

standard of behaviour that would keep them in contact with their God and hold them together 

as a people.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A20-33&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26602a


 Jeremiah's response is as frustrating as it is hopeful. He speaks of a new covenant, one 

which will be written on the hearts of God's people, one that will bring such intimate knowledge 

of God that, in fact, all the old rules will no longer be necessary. It's a powerful image, but it is 

far from easy. This new covenant with God is actually a tough, difficult proposition. This deal is 

sealed by the carving of the Law into the human heart, the center of human life. There is no 

external marking to identify God's people. The identifying mark is internal. In this new 

understanding, belief in God touches and tempers the very heart of human desire, always 

turning the human creature toward the Creator God, no matter what that person's life 

circumstance may be. And just as the people will be recognized as God's own by their turning to 

God, so God is revealed in the way the people live their lives. This means that the world will 

come to know God because of what is seen in God’s people.  If our behaviour is considered a 

reflection of the kind of God we believe in, what are we saying about that God when we use our 

God-given freedom to choose that which is not God?   

 

 And how should God’s people live?  We see what Jesus has to say about this in John’s 

gospel, and he begins his teaching here by speaking of his own sacrifice. 

 “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” 

This must have elated and excited his disciples and the Greeks, if they heard him, because they 

surely thought that by being “glorified” Jesus meant he would make all things well. Having 

recently experienced Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, perhaps they thought he would work 

even greater wonders and bring an end to their difficulties in life. Or, maybe, they were thinking 

about one of the traditional expectations of how the Messiah would restore Israel – by a glorious 

military victory. Maybe they thought he meant it was time for him to prevail over all the world’s 

kingdoms, whose leaders would cower before his conquering feet. 

 Any such euphoria would have been temporary. It was a different kind of wonder that 

would be revealed, a different kind of conquest that Jesus had in mind – the conquest of the 

cross. Jesus immediately began to lay out the hard truth of what lay ahead. In a similar way, as 

we worship one week away from Palm Sunday, our gospel reading lets us see what lies ahead for 

us in making the Holy Week journey. 

Jesus used a parable: “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 

single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  

 It was by dying that the mission Jesus would bear fruit. By “glorified,” Jesus meant 

crucified.  

 Making sure there would be no mistaking the stark reality of what he meant, Jesus added 

this amplification to the parable: “Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life 

in this world will keep it for eternal life.” So, what was true for Jesus, he said, was also true for 

his followers. Those who would truly see him would know that only by their deaths to the values 

of the world could they gain true life. The Christian reality is that in dying to self the power of 

God can be embraced and released. Jesus laid out this model not just for the disciples to see but 

also to emulate. “Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 

also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.” 

 In today’s gospel, Jesus lets us see  him as the example  of the kind of risk-filled living 

that love of God requires. The world teaches that we will live longer and prosper more if we 

watch out for ourselves, if we are careful and avoid risk. Jesus teaches that by so doing, we may 

live longer or in greater comfort, but we will not live as well. He helps us see that real living – 

genuine, meaningful living – involves much more. 

 Only by spending our lives, he says, can we keep our true lives. Jesus calls us into a 

realm not of our ordinary world, but into one that stands in sharp contrast – the world of God. 



Jesus calls us beyond the common, selfish goals of false security. He calls us to see him – to see 

his vision – a new view of life, a life of meaning and of glory. 

 Jesus viewed glory not as the acquisition of power or the ability to control, but he looked 

at glory as the ability to serve others for a greater purpose. In the encounter in today’s gospel, 

he taught that only dying to self can bring forth the kind of new life God has in store; only by 

spending life can we retain it. Only in the context of dying to self and living in God can we see 

the essential Jesus. Only in this way can we see him for what he really is – the living image of 

God. 

 With God’s law in our hearts and Jesus’ words in our ears and his example before our 

eyes,we travel on, ready, in Lent and in life, to take up our cross and follow him, through the 

suffering of self-sacrifice, to the glory of the new life of God’s kingdom. 

  

HYMN 674 

God’s perfect law revives the soul, 

his word makes wise the simple; 

God’s clear commands rejoice the heart, 

his light the eye enlightens; 

God’s fear is pure, his judgements just, 

more to be sought than pure fine gold, 

sweeter by far than honey. 

 

Lord, who can tell the secret faults 

that have dominion over me? 

Hold back your servant from self-will 

and break its power to bind me. 

May all I think and all I say 

be now acceptable to you, 

my Rock and my Redeemer. 

 

 

Prayer: 

God, your faithful love surrounds us, 

and we give you thanks 

for the gift of life, and the gift of new life, 

and for the many ways you sustain and nurture us. 

 

We come before you this day, 

some of us tired and hungry, 

looking for your word to sustain us, 

your spirit to comfort us. 

 

Some of us come bruised and sore, 

looking for healing, 

longing for wholeness. 

 

Some of us come despairing, 

wondering what has happened 

and where the joy of life has gone. 

 



Some of us come with heavy hearts, 

praying for young people harmed by those who should protect, 

praying for those who look different and so are suspect, 

praying for a world on edge, tense with fear and hate and violence. 

 

We come, 

looking for good news in the midst of the world’s bad news. 

We come, 

seeking forgiveness for our wrongs, 

seeking to know your presence when we feel so alone, 

seeking to know your heart and will for a world with so much need. 

 

Let your grace rain down on us, O God. 

May we be surrounded by your love, your peace, your hope. 

 

Open our eyes and our hearts to see you in unexpected places, 

guide our hands to show your love. 

 

You are a God of surprises, 

a God of peace, a God of hope, 

a God of love. 

 

Fill us with your spirit, 

that we may widen the circle until all the world knows your grace. 

 

Hear our prayers, loving God, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

Hymn  

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 

 

Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation, 



perfectly restored in thee; 

changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 

Benediction 

Let us go now, to serve Christ and follow him. 

Letting our old life fall like a grain of wheat into the earth 

so that we may bear much fruit 

as we allow God’ Spirit to reshape your hearts 

and live in obedience to the law written within us. 

 

And may God centre us in truth and steady our spirit. 

May Christ renew our joy and strengthen our will. 

And may the Spirit teach us God’s wisdom 

and fill us with songs of rejoicing. 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


