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Call to Worship: 

 

We gather together in different ways today, 

from computer screens, 

from tablets, 

from our homes; 

we gather, 

reaching out across the miles, 

waving from a safe distance, 

to come together in faithful community. 

 

From living room to kitchen to garden, 

we gather as we are able, 

ready to be of service to each other, 

to the world, 

ready to build the community of hope and of love, 

as we face this day. 

We are apart, 

but we are together, 

offering our love, 

our commitment, 

our hope, 

and our prayers, 

in service to one another and this world. 

 

It is a new way, 

but an old way, 

that we come together in worship today. 

 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation:  

Loving God, 

in your love you welcome us as your children, 

through your care you have shaped the universe, 

with your mercy you hear our prayers. 

Hear us, your children, 

as we come before you in worship. 

 

Jesus, our risen Lord, 

in our weakness, you call us, 



in our confusion, you teach us, 

in our troubles, you offer us peace. 

Meet us, your friends, 

as we come to hear your word. 

 

Spirit, Living One, 

in the beginning, you breathed life, 

in chaos and darkness, you brought hope, 

in many tongues, you spread good news. 

Transform us, your people, 

as we open our minds and hearts to you. 

 

God, 

Loving Father, Son and Spirit, 

we come. 

Yet we know we come with doubts and fears. 

We know we come in ignorance. 

We know we have failed you, your creation and your people, 

in many ways. 

Trusting in your love, we turn again to you. 

As we open our hearts to your mercy and forgiveness, 

grant us your peace. 

 

Accept these prayers, 

accept our worship, 

accept us, 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Psalm 4 

Answer me when I call, O God of my right! 

    You gave me room when I was in distress. 

    Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 
 How long, you people, shall my honour suffer shame? 

 

 How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies?  

But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself; 

    the Lord hears when I call to him. 

When you are disturbed, do not sin; 

    ponder it on your beds, and be silent. 

Offer right sacrifices, 

    and put your trust in the Lord. 

 

There are many who say, ‘O that we might see some good! 

    Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!’ 



You have put gladness in my heart 

    more than when their grain and wine abound. 

 
 I will both lie down and sleep in peace; 

    for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety. 

  

Hymn 275    

God’s glory fills the universe, 

the heavens proclaim his power; 

but small and weak the Word made flesh, 

and dark and brief his hour! 

The mystery sought through ages past 

is born with human face; 

the treasure of eternal love 

dwells with the human race. 

 

His words and signs of healing power 

are wonders to the poor; 

blind eyes, cold hearts protest and scheme 

till love stands judged by law. 

Let peace and mercy weep apart, 

and justice, truth, take flight 

when God’s own Word to silence falls 

and darkness veils the Light.  

 

Uplifted on the Cross, Christ bears 

our shame in his disgrace, 

his outstretched arms enfold us all, 

and heaven and earth embrace. 

For love will know the darkest depths, 

and taste our bitterest pain 

to prove himself their vanquisher, 

and spring from buried grain.  

 

The Lord ascends, and death bows down 

to his triumphant name. 

The Spirit stirs our sleeping faith 

in wind and tongue of flame. 

Christ strengthens us, calls us to live 

as children of the day, 

to shine where shadows still oppress, 

to walk his risen way. 

 

Reading:   Luke 24:36b-48 
 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace 

be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.  He 

said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  Look at my 

hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and 

bones as you see that I have.’  And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 



feet.  While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you 

anything here to eat?’  They gave him a piece of broiled fish,  and he took it and ate in their 

presence. 
 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.’  Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,  and he said to them, ‘Thus 

it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

 

   

Reflection:  

 I’ve always thought there was something faintly comic in Jesus’ sudden change of subject 

in this story.  One moment he is talking with the disciples about the deeply spiritual and 

meanngful mircale of resurrection, proving to them that he is the same Jesus that they saw 

crucified, and the next he chnages the subject completely and says, ‘Have you anything here to 

eat? They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.  Of course 

Luke includes this incident in his story to reinforce the understanding that this is the same Jesus 

with whom they had shared many a meal before. 

 It also serves to remind us that the sharing of food with the disciples was one of the 

primary elements of Jesus' resurrection appearances. He had supper with the two disciples he 

met on the road to Emmaus. When he said the blessing and broke the bread, they recognized 

him in this act. On another occasion, after fishing all night, the disciples saw Jesus on the shore. 

They joined him there where he fed them breakfast. 

 Food and the resurrection are tied up together in the gospels, and eating and drinking 

together then, is a way of experiencing Jesus' resurrection and the most universal way people 

affirm and experience relationship, community. Our Easter proclamation is that these two 

actions -- experiencing Jesus and building relationship in meals -- are deeply related. We found 

this to be true during Lent. We fasted and experienced hunger, which underscored both our 

need for God and our relatedness to other people - - especially to the hungry and neglected 

poor. We find it when we have celebrations of happy events in our lives and families: our first 

thought is to get together and eat and drink. We find it in the sad and tragic moments of our 

lives as well -- when the grieving family and friends of one who has died must, it seems, have 

food and drink when they gather to mourn and to support each other. In the church's liturgy we 

express the same relationship, when we celebrate the sacrament of communion under the 

shadow of Jesus' impending death on Maundy Thursday, and in the joy of his resurrection at 

Easter. 

 We must eat together to be human and to become human. We must also, it appears, eat 

together to know God.  In these recent months of lockdown, it has been perhaps the greatest 

loss for many people that they have been unable to get together with famly and friends to share 

a meal together. 

 In the great story told in the Scriptures, food plays a very important part. Food and drink 

can be an occasion for sin, for separation from God and from others. Remember, the human fall 

into sin in Genesis, caused by a misuse of food. The first murder of Abel by Cain was occasioned 

by a difference over which kind of food was a better offering to God. Israel's rebellion against 

God in the wilderness was over their need for food -- and their doubt as to whether God could 

set up a table in the wilderness. Jesus’ first temptation in the wilderness was to ease his hunger 

by turning stones into bread. Judas was revealed as Jesus' betrayer when he dipped his bread in 

the dish after Jesus. 



 Food and drink are also involved in many of the wonderful and good parts of that story as 

well. Abraham welcomes God's angels under the guise of three strangers -- provides food for 

them, learns that he is entertaining angels unawares, and that he and Sarah will have a child 

whose descendants will be a blessing to all humanity. God, in spite of Israel's rebellion in the 

wilderness, feeds the people with manna and quenches their thirst with water from the rock. 

Jesus feeds five thousand with one boy's picnic lunch of bread and fish. The culmination of God's 

relationship with humanity and, indeed, with the entire creation is described at the end of the 

Bible as a wedding feast which lasts forever and to which all humanity is invited. 

When you and I share a conventional meal  - above all the communion meal -  all the parts of 

this story come alive. Above all, we see God redeeming food which we have used wrongly, so 

that it can be the means of grace and the hope of glory. We find every meal, no matter how 

ordinary and casual, having the potential to be filled with grace and to build and deepen loving 

relationships.  

 In words attributed to the 19th century philosopher Ludwig Feuerbach  ‘we are what we 

eat’. We find this to be true in our own lives. Our identities are shaped by our eating. Certain 

foods and drinks underscore our ethnic, our national, our generational identities: Cornish 

pasties, Lancashire hotpot, Forfar bridies, Cumberland sausage, vegetarian curry, meat and two 

veg. Certain foods and drinks define the great holidays and important celebrations of our lives: 

champagne and cake at weddings, turkey at Christmas, pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, eggs at 

Easter. And then there is bread and wine in the Communion service. 

 When we gather for Communion, we bring those elements together. In that shared meal, our 

human capacity to remember, to learn, and to relate to others in meals aids us in knowing the 

risen Christ. 

 As the psalm we read earlier implies, there is gladness in our hearts when there is an 

abundance of food and drink, but much greater gladness in the light of God’s face shinng upon 

us. 

 As Abraham, in feeding three strangers, found himself entertaining the angels of God, so 

we are called to feed and nurture the strangers in our midst -- and thereby meet God. As God 

fed hungry and rebellious Israelites in the wilderness, so we are called to meet the physical 

hungers and needs of other people, even though they are different from us or offend us or scare 

us. As Jesus fed the multitude with one child's lunch, so we are personally called to give out of 

what we have for the feeding of others. And, as a society, we are called to redirect our nation's 

material goods to feed, and educate, and heal a hungry world. 

As the ultimate sign of God's kingdom is a great banquet, so we are called to make our own 

lives, our homes, our churches signs of that great feast which is yet to come. We are called to 

provide, for all people, the welcome into our communities which foreshadows the feasting to 

which the entire human race is called. We are, as members of the church, to be the body of 

Christ broken for the world, feeding all the hungers of the human race. 

 St. Augustine, a fourth century bishop in North Africa, put it this way in an Easter 

sermon: "You are the body of Christ. In you and through you the work of the incarnation must go 

forward. You are to be taken; you are to be blessed, broken, and distributed; that you may be 

the means of grace and the vehicles of the eternal charity." 

 

HYMN 260   

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

Love, drowned in death shall never die! 

 



Christ is alive! No longer bound 

to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving, healing, here and now,  

and touching every place and time. 

 

Not throned afar, remotely high, 

untouched, unmoved by human pains, 

but daily, in the midst of life, 

our Saviour in the Godhead reigns. 

 

In every insult, rift and war 

where colour, scorn or wealth divide, 

Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

and lives where even hope has died. 

 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

good news to this and every age, 

till earth and sky and ocean ring 

with joy, with justice, love and praise! 

 

Prayer: 

Loving God, we offer our prayer 

with praise and thanksgiving for Your faithful love. 

Your love never fails—not even we turn away from You: 

when we ignore Your invitation, 

or desert You for gods of our own making. 

Even then You do not abandon us, 

but reach out—again and again— 

inviting us back into relationship once more. 

 

We pray for the world You created, and the people who share it with us: 

- for countries caught up in war or violent conflict, 

- for regions of the world struggling with increased cases of COVID-19, 

- for those whose homes and lives are threatened by natural disaster; 

For these and all the other areas in our world 

where there is need and despair, 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for our country and for its people: 

- for our government leaders, national and local, 

- for our cities, towns, and rural communities, 

- for employers and employees, for young and old, 

 

We pray for our local community—the people of our cities, towns and villages, 

- for those who are unemployed, 

- for those in prison, 

- for those who are hungry, 

- for those who are alone and afraid, 

For all our neighbours, both known and unknown to us, 



 

We pray for churches—our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

- for those who are ill. or whose loved ones are ill, 

- for those who are anxious about the future, 

- for those struggling with their faith, 

- for those who minister among us, 

For all Your people in this place, 

 

We pray at this time for those who mourn the loss of a loved one:  

For Her Majesty the Queen and her family, and for all those throughout the nation in theor loss 

and distress: 

For all who have lost loved ones to COVID-19 

 

Pour out Your Spirit on us! 

Fix our hearts and minds on what is true and honourable and right. 

Give us the joy and peace that comes from knowing and doing Your will. 

Keep us faithful to the call we have received in Christ Jesus, our Lord, 

extending Your loving invitation to the world around us. 

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hymn 261   

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 

every tongue confess him King of glory now. 

‘Tis the Father’s pleaseure we should call him Lord, 

who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 

 

Humbled for a season, to receive a name 

from the lips of sinners unto whom he came, 

he became a witness, faithful to the last, 

and returned victorious when from death he passed. 

 

In your hearts enthrone him: there let him make new 

all that is not holy, all that is not true. 

He is God the Saviour, he is Christ the Lord, 

ever to be worshipped, trusted and adored. 

 

When this same Lord Jesus shall appear again 

in his Father’s glory, there with him to reign, 

then may we adore him, all before him bow, 

as our hearts confess him King of glory now. 

 

Benediction 

As our worship closes, let us remember words of Jesus: 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit 
the pure in heart 



the peacemakers. 
 

Don’t worry about tomorrow 
today has enough worries for today. 
Life is about more than possessions, 

your body more than clothes. 
 

Love your enemies. 
Ask, 
seek, 
knock. 

 
Do for others 

as you would have them do for you. 
 

And whatever you do 
even for the least of these 

you do for me 
 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be wth each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


