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Call to Worship: We worship: 

   a community of faith, apart yet together 

   We celebrate that no darkness can extinguish light, 

   we remember that love will always be more powerful than death, 

   and we trust that peace will always be stronger than violence. 

 

   We worship: 

   people of faith in the darkness of suffering, 

   people of faith in the light of God’s love. 

    

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

When everything was dark and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 

your love broke through. 

 

Your love was too strong, too wide, 

too deep for death to hold. 

 

The sparks cast by your love dance and spread, 

and burst forth with resurrection light. 

 

Gracious God, we praise you for the light of new life 

made possible through Jesus. 

 

We praise you for the light of new life 

that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 

 

We praise you for the light of new life 

that continues to shine in our hearts today. 

 

We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, 

will live in us each day; 

and that we will be bearers of that light 

into the lives of others. 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 



forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading: Mark 16:1-8 

16 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the 

week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, 

‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ 4 When they looked up, 

they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered 

the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they 

were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid 

him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will 

see him, just as he told you.’ 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 

amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.[a] 

 

Hymn 232 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 

let creation join to say, Alleluia! 

raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 

sing, ye heavens, thou earth reply, Alleluia! 

 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 

fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

lo! our sun’s eclipse is o’er, Alleluia! 

lo! he sets in blood no more, Alleluia! 

 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Alleluia! 

Christ hath burst the gates of hell, Alleluia! 

death in vain forbids his rise, Alleluia! 

Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia! 

 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Dying once, he all doth save, Alleluia! 

where’s thy vict’ry, boasting grave? Alleluia! 

 

Soar we now ehere Christ hath led, Alleluia! 

following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 

ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia! 

Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia! 

thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 

hail, the Resurrection Thou!  Alleluia! 

 

Reading: Luke 24:1-12 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%3A1-8&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24874a


24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices 

that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went 

in, they did not find the body.[a] 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in 

dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women[b] were terrified and bowed their faces to the 

ground, but the men[c] said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 

here, but has risen.[d] 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of 

Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ 8 Then 

they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and 

to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 

women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, 

and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 

he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

   

Reflection: 

 The Resurrection stories are very familiar to us, and although each of the gospel writers 

tells the story in his own way with his own cast of characters and his own version of the details 

of that resurrection morning, the basic elements of the story are the same: that someone went 

to the place where Jesus had been buried and discovered that he had been raised. 

 Probably earlier than any of the gospel versions of the story is the simple verse we find in 

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians:  ‘he was buried and he was raised to life three days later’.  

 Sometimes the simpler the better. There is no doubt that the different angles and 

emphases we find in the four gospels, along with the one or two irreconcileable contradictions in 

the detail, as we saw in the contrasting readings today from Mark and from Luke. How many 

women went to the tomb?  Was it three as Mark says, or at least five as Luke suggests?  How 

many young men did they meet?  One or two?  What did they do next?  Keep silent or go and tell 

their friends? There is no dooubt that these details have led to a great deal of argument and 

debate about what really happened.  But the argument and debate is really no more than a red 

herring that diverts us from the statement of faith that the story of Jesus’ resurrection basically 

is. 

 All the detail needed is what Paul gives us ‘he was buried and he was raised to life three 

days later.’   The impact of the story as reported in the gospels is not so much about what 

happened to Jesus, but what happened to the disciples.  As far as the resurrection of Jesus is 

concerned, all we need say is, ‘he was buried and was raise to life three days later.’  But that is 

not all there is to be said about resurrection, because what the gospels tell us is that, in some 

way, the disciples underwent a resurrection experience too. 

 A significant part of the resurrection story is to do with the response of the disciples.  It 

is in order to describe and emphasise this response that the gospel stories become increasingly 

elaborate, and why the writers felt that it was not enough simply to say, as Paul had said, he 

was buried and he was raised to life three days later. 

 It could be argued that it isn’t possible to understand resurrection in its fulness without 

also telling the story of the disciples’ repsonse to the risen Lord.  We could even say that 

resurrection was something that happened as much to Jesus’ followers as to Jesus himself. 

 And there certainly is a case for claiming that they were first of all dead, but then came 

alive.  We read in Mark of the women running away terrified on that first Easter morning.  We 

read also in the gosples that, subsequently, the disciples hid themselves away.  We read of their 

fear, their desolation and despair, their sense of loss.   

 But something miraculous happened to them.  They came to realise, to understand, that 

the great mission was not over, that it had only just begun; the leadership and inspiration of 

Jesus were still available to them; his call to follow him had not expired simply because he was 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A1-12&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-25985a
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gone from them; indeed, he was somehow still present with them.  They, whose spirits had died 

with Jesus, who were dead and demoralised, underwent a resurrection too.  They awakened to a 

new life, to new challenges and new adventures, they came to life again and finally gave up 

their old lives for good, living instead in their revived and reinvigorated faith in Jesus. 

 Can we be part of that experience?  For us, the resurrection experience of the disciples is 

a constant reminder that there is always hope.  Not only hope for ourselves, that life, even in its 

darkest moments, can involve renewal and enrichment, can be unexpectedly and miraculously 

changed from hopelessness to faith – but hope for all the world.  That a group of despairing 

distraught people who have lost the one they held most dear can be transformed into a people 

of faith with the spiritual power ultimately to change the world, gives hope to all those many 

groups and individuals who are today in despair, in distrsss, suffering pain and loss, that they too 

can be transformed.  And there is hope that the world, especially at a time of sickness and fear, 

can be transformed too. 

 

Hymn 243 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

 

In the grave they laid him, Love whom we had slain, 

thinking that he never would awake again, 

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseeen: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

he that for the three days in the earth had lain, 

quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieveing, or in pain, 

then your touch can call us back to life again, 

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

 

Sacrament of Communion: 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Let us pray 

Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love, 

you are beyond complete knowledge, 

above perfect description. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love, 

you are creative and self-giving, 

generously moving 



in all the near and distant corners of the universe. 

Nothing exists that does not find its source in you. 

 

Through fear-filled days and aching nights 

when the powers of death have done their worst, 

your love has never deserted us. 

Even when we turn away from you, you are with us; 

your presence never fails us, 

your gifts of hope and new life transform us. 

 

We praise you for Jesus Christ, 

risen to life, eternal as your love. 

With the women at the tomb, 

we raise the strain of gladness. 

Hallelujah! Life is stronger than death! 

The day of resurrection has come, scattering fear and gloom. 

And so we rejoice with all your people of every time and place.  Amen 

 

It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ, 

who joins us together as a community of broken but hopeful 

believers: 

 

loving what he loved 

living what he taught, and 

striving to be his faithful servants 

in our time and place. 

In this meal we remember Jesus, his promises, 

and the price he paid for who he was, what he said, and what he did. 

 

On the night before Jesus died, 

he took a loaf of bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and said, 

“Take and eat, whenever you do this, remember me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup, and poured, saying, 

“This is the new covenant, remember me.” 

 

We do remember. 

We remember his life of love, his friendship, his teaching, his dying, and his rising to life again. 

 

Let us Pray 

Holy Mystery, God the Spirit, 

we call on you to transform these familiar things, 

as you continually transform the world around us. 

 

Bless this bread and this cup, 

the wheat and the grape, 

the farmer and the harvest, 

the seed and the sower. 

So that in the sharing of these simple elements in community, 



we may taste and see your goodness. 

 

Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory is yours, God most holy, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

The Lord Jesus, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks 

he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’  In the 

same way also he took the cup after supper saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  

Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

 

This bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. Take and eat, this is the 

body of Christ; do this in remembrance of him. 

 

This cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.  This cup is the new 

covenant in the blood of Christ; do this in remembrance of him. 

 

Prayer: 

For all we have heard, and for all we have seen: 

Thanks be to God 

 

For all we have received 

and the hope we have been given: 

Thanks be to God 

 

For signs of God’s presence here among us: 

Thanks be to God 

 

For peace and commitment 

which the world cannot destroy: 

Thanks be to God 

 

For the promise of love, now and forever: 

Thanks be to God 

In the name of Christ  

 

O God, with faces touched by the light of a new day, 

and spirits uplifted by the promise of new life, 

we come before you to pray for the needs of our world. 

 

Into the light of Easter morning 

we raise those who are struggling with illness, 

with despair over their lives, or with 

the breakdown of relationships. 

May the light of Christ shine upon them. 

 

Into the light of Easter morning, 

we bring those places in our world 



where war, violence, poverty and need 

are the experiences of everyday life. 

May the light of Christ shine upon them. 

 

Into the light of Easter morning, 

we bring today’s news of sickness and death, seperation and isolation ; 

we hold in our hearts the pain 

of those suffering illness, bereavement or lonliness. 

May the light of Christ shine upon them. 

 

And into the light of Easter morning 

we bring ourselves, the private struggles, 

the heart’s yearnings, the hidden dreams, 

the unfulfilled potential. 

May the light of Christ shine upon us. 

AMEN. 

 

Hymn 247 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. 

 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 

life is nought without Thee; aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above. 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Benediction 

May the loving power of God, 

which raised Jesus to new life, 

strengthen us in hope, 

enrich us with his love, 

and fill us with joy in the faith. 

Amen 

 


