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Call to Worship: 

O Divine Voice, 

    You sing and the universe comes into being; 

   O Divine Breath, 
    You breathe and all things spring to life; 
   O Divine Word, 
    You call and creation is sustained; 
   O Divine Flesh, 
    You are born among us, and the Creator is clothed in creation; 
   O Divine Spirit, 
    You fill all that has been formed; 
   O Divine Life, 
    You are the pulse of all that is. 
 

And so, in wonder and celebration we marvel at this mystery: 
In you all things live and move and have being, 

In all things, you live and move and reveal your Divine love; 
 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

Seeking peace in a broken world, 

but also knowing God’s peace through God’s presence, 

we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain, 

but also feeling God’s peace through healing, prayer, and those who help, 

we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Seeking peace through our distress, depression, isolation, and fear, 

but also feeling God’s peace through the words of loved ones 

and the hope we see in the world, 

we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping separately, 

longing for our holy community to be gathering, 

but also feeling peace through God’s presence with each of us 

as we worship together distantly, 

we pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 



 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord. 

We need you now, as we have needed you every day. 

We cannot live without you. 

Amen. 

  

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:   John 15:18-25 

  

Hymn 81 

Come, let us to the Lord our God 

with contrite hearts return; 

our God is gracious, nor will leave 

the desolate to mourn. 

 

His voice commands the tempest forth, 

and stills the stormy wave; 

and though his arm be strong to smite, 

‘tis also strong to save. 

 

The night of sorrow long has reigned, 

the dawn shall bring us light; 

God shall appear, and we shall rise 

with gladness in his sight. 

 

Our hearts, if God we seek to know, 

shall know him and rejoice; 

his coming like the morn shall be, 

like morning songs his voice. 

 

As dew upon the tender herb, 

diffusing fragrance round; 

as showers that usher in the spring, 

and cheer the thirsty ground: 

 

so shall his presence bless our souls, 

and shed a joyful light; 

that hallowed morn shall chase away 

the sorrows of the night. 

 

Reading:  John 17:6-19 

 

Reflection:  



One of the many definitions or at least characteristics of Christians is that they should be ‘ in 

the world but not of the world’.  We all know at least in a vague sort of way what that is 

supposed to mean, but when we sit down and think carefully about how life could be lived in the 

world but not of the world, then the whole idea becomes far more tricky. 

 We can see from the history of the church, that this question is not just tricky for us, but 

has been tricky for Christians down through the ages.  In Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians we 

read of Christians who became so wrapped up in their expectations of the second coming of the 

Lord that gave up any thought of earning a living and just sat down and waited - they were 

neither of the world nor in it.  Likewise, if we read accounts of the church in the Middle Ages, 

we will find that church leaders were also statesmen, politicians, princes and even soldiers - so 

entirely in the world that they had become an important part of the way society functioned.  For 

nearly a thousand years, in fact, between five hundred and fifteen hundred, church and 

government in Europe became barely distinguishable. 

 But it’s not, of course, in days gone by that the church has become confused about the 

difference between ‘in the world’ and ‘of the world’.  Think about those Christian 

denominations and congregations which seem to live only for themselves, having nothing to do 

with other churches and trying to avoid the world of television, sport, cinema and, in extreme 

cases, even newspapers.  Not of the world, right enough, but also completely out of it. 

 And think even about the mainstream churches of today.  Very often the things we do, 

the ambitions we have and the way we go about achieving them, the way we speak and act 

towards our neighbours and strangers are all identical to the ways of the world. 

 This advice about ‘in the world’ and ‘of the world’ pulls us in two directions and it is up 

to us with the guidance of the spirit of God, to draw the line we should walk along, aware that, 

as we do so, we are being constantly pulled to one side or the other.   

 And it’s not a simple black-and-white distinction.  We cannot say – although somethimes 

Christians have tried to say it – that the world is an evil and depraved place and we should limit 

our contact with the secular world or the world of other faiths as far as we possibly can.  Our 

callng is to serve Christ, to follow a way og grace and purity, and refuse to dirty our hands on 

the grubbier parts of human life.  And not only should we do that, but we should keep a careful 

eye on other people and intervene whenever we see disobience and sin, even – or perhaps 

especially – when we see it in other Christians. 

 Yet this cannot be a right approach.  We all have friends and acquainances, I’m sure, who 

have no belief and no interest in the Christan faith.  Good people, compsssionate people, people 

who give their money to charity to help others and who give their time in volunteering.  People, 

who are in the world and of the world yet through whom, despite their faithlessness, the Spirit 

of Christ seems to shine.  Better, we must think, to be like them than to be overly pious and 

judgemental. 

 The opposite approach might be to throw ourselves fully into the life of the world.  We 

might even seek to take our example from Jesus himself who was so harshly criticised by the 

pious for consorting with undesireables – for being too deeply involved in the world in all its 

seediness and sleaze.  But taking that approach would make us look like everyone else.  There 

would be nothing to distinguish us from those caring compassionate individuals who have no 

need for faith.   

 If our faith leads us to believe that society is becoming more and more selfish and less 

and less Christian, we might be tempted to cut ourselves off from it.  If we think that this world 

is a gift to us from God and is a good place to be, then we might be tempted to become 

completely involved in it. 

 The important point which  comes out of all this is that the Christian position is one of 

tension, and what the two approaches we have looked at have done is to refuse to accept the 



difficulties of living in that state of tension.  Each in his own way is someone who has escaped 

from the true Christian life in order to make things easier for himself.  But to be fully Christian 

we have to live almost in two worlds, one spiritual and one temporal. 

 As always we find our best example of this in Jesus.  He would, for example, have been 

safe from persecution if he had stayed in the wilderness and dreamed his holy dreams and 

enjoyed his communion with God - but the work he came to do would not have been done.  Or 

he could have come into the life of the people of Galilee and Judea simply as a good friend to 

the people he lived among - but again the work he came to do would not have been done.  It 

was the combination of the two in one person that enabled his mission to happen.  We 

remember that Jesus, in his relationships with the faithful and the unfaithful, spoke constantly 

of the kingdom of God. He brought his insights and his truth about God into the real life of the 

world.  And we can detect in him not just this tension of being in and not of the world, but also 

an inner tension, a heavy burden caused by the very difficulty of being in but not of the world.  

And that burden is still part of Christian life today and if we don’t feel it, then we are doing 

something wrong. 

 Being in and not of the world is, when we think about it, the only position to be in.  We 

cannot preach to people and cousel them if we ourselves are not involved in the same worries 

and temptations as they are.  We know that, if we are suffering from a particular problem, the 

best person to give us advice is someone who has experienced that same problem for 

themselves.  So, in order to offer guidance from a Christian perspective, we need to be in the 

same world as those we are trying to help. 

 There is only one helpful, effective place for a Christian to be: right in the middle of all 

the world’s activities, its evils as well as its good, and bringing to the world a perspective that 

comes not from this world, but from God. 

  

HYMN  558: 

Will you come and follow me 

 if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 

  

Will you leave your self behind 

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare, 

will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

   

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found 



to reshape the world around 

through my sight and touch and sound 

in you and you in me? 

  

Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

 

 

Prayer: 

Lord of life, 

hear us as we lift to you our hopes and prayers 

for the church and the world. 

 

Let your grace empower us as people of faith 

to better serve you in the ordinary places of our lives, 

and in the people we meet on our faith journeys. 

 

 

Open our eyes to the living Christ 

as we pray for those who are sick and those who are vulnerable. 

And as we pray for those who care for others, 

offering their compassion and skill to bring healing. 

 

Hear our prayers for those who are close to our hearts. 

In your resurrecting power, 

lift them up and give them renewed strength and hope; 

and give to us all new faith by which to live our days with you. 

 

Then will our lives be living witness to your resurrection, 

made whole by your love and care. 

In Christ’s Spirit we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

At the close of Christian Aid Week we offer this prayer for all those whose lives are blighted by 

sickness and poverty and who rely on the help of others simply to survive: 

 

Great God, 

Who makes the sun to rise, and opens the heavens, 

Hear the cry of the people 

Who sow in hope for rain, but reap only despair, 

Hear the cry of the people 

Seeking shelter from the storm, their hopes and homes submerged 



Hear the cry of the people. 

When creation is hitting back, with rage and resistance 

Give us hope, grant us salvation, 

Give us a new relationship with creation 

With reverence to tend this gift from You 

And say once again of the earth and all you created 

It is GOOD.  Amen. 

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayers. loving God, which we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn  600:   

Christ is the world’s Light, he and none other; 

born in our darkness, he became our Brother. 

If we have seen him, we have seen the Father: 

Glory to God on high. 

 

Christ is the world’s Peace, he and none other; 

no one can serve him and despise a brother. 

Who else unites us, one in God the Father? 

Glory to God on high. 

 

Christ is the world’s life, he and none other; 

sold once for silver, murdered here, our Brother –  

he, who redeems us, reigns with God the Father. 

Glory to God on high. 

 

Give God the glory, God and none other; 

give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father; 

give God the glory, God in Man, my brother: 

Glory to God on high. 
 

Benediction 

 
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be wth each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


