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Call to Worship: 

The Spirit is coming to bless us all with a new song: 

Let our joy be complete! 

Gifts for the good of all, poured out on all to teach us a new song: 

Love one another! 

Strangers and neighbours, foreigners and family will join in the new song: 

No longer servants but friends! 

Come, let our worship make a joyful noise, 

Rejoicing in the friendship of God. 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

How deeply you have loved us, Jesus; 

how willingly you stepped into our experience, 

how completely you empathised with all that we endure. 

Teach us to love as you have loved us. 

 

How sacrificially you have loved us, Jesus; 

how completely you gave yourself for us, 

how courageously you suffered for our sakes. 

Teach us to love as you have loved us. 

 

How restoratively you have loved us, Jesus; 

how generously you share your life, 

how extravagantly you make yourself available to us. 

Teach us to love as you have loved us. 

 

We praise you for your love 

which is given so freely and so unconditionally. 

And we thank you for believing 

that we could learn to offer such love 

to each other. 

 

 

Holy God, may we hear your voice 

In the stillness of night, in busyness of day 

You call us, and we respond, 

Here I am! 

May we follow you and 

May we love as you love. 

 



Holy One, through trials and turbulence 

Make us steady, your hands 

Holding strong the fragile and weak 

May we love as you love. 

 

Gracious God, may the fruits of our lives 

be food for the hungry, bread 

clothing, shelter, fire, water, Word 

May we love as you love. 

 

God of justice, remove the barriers 

Of our lives that keep us from 

One another, barriers we construct 

Based on skin color, religion, or gender 

May we hear, and follow, graciously. 

May we love as you love. 

 

Loving God, take this day our fears our 

Worries, distractions, and all 

Turn them into grace and mercy, 

And, following the example of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

and all your Saints, 

May we love as you love. 

  

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Acts  10:44-48 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 

had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 ‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 

who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

  

Hymn 647 

In Christ there is no East or West, 

in him no South or North, 

but one great fellowship of love 

throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

In him shall true hearts everywhere 

their high communion find, 

his service is the golden cord 

close-binding humankind. 

 



Join hands, then, all the human race, 

whate’er your nation be; 

all who my Father’s image bear 

are surely kin to me. 

 

In Christ now meet both East and West, 

in him meet South and North, 

all Christlike souls are one in him, 

throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

Reading:  John 15:9-17 

9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and 

that your joy may be complete. 

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you 

do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants[a] any longer, because the 

servant[b] does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I 

have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not 

choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 

that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another. 

Reflection:  

 Our reading today from the Acts of the Apostles describes the reaction of Jewish 

Christians by a sermon preached by Peter.  It is set against a background of a Christianity very 

different from the kind of organised religion we are familiar with. 

 It was very early days for the fellowship of believers in Christ.  Most of them had been 

Jewish, and most of them regarded faith in Jesus as an extension of their Jewish faith.  It was 

quite natural for them to do so.  Jesus himself was, after all, Jewish.  He taught in the 

synagogues; he read from the Jewish scriptures, and he claimed that the words of Moses and the 

prophets were fulfilled in his own life.  For those who believed him, it was obvious that he had 

come to cleanse and renew and refresh the Jewish faith - not to start up an entirely new 

religion. 

 Even after his death, the teaching of Jesus of Nazareth continued to have a profound 

effect on those who had followed him, and slowly, the Jesus movement began to grow.  But in 

its early days, in the time when the incident we read of took place, belief in Jesus was still set 

quite firmly within the Jewish community. 

 But then Peter preached this strange and remarkable sermon, which seemed to have a 

profound effect on those listening who were not Jewish.  We’re told that the Holy Spirit came 

upon everyone who heard it, and the Jewish Christians were astonished that even the Gentiles 

seemed to be affected.  They were astonished and probably appalled.  Their religion, the faith 

of Abraham, Moses and the prophets, which had struggled so long and so hard against all kinds of 

adversity and was now languishing under Roman oppression, and which they thought might now 

be rescued by the teachings of Jesus, now seemed to be under threat from gentiles.  Their 
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scripture told them that God had consistently protected them from the Gentile nations, helping 

them to win wars, and often supporting them in the slaughter of their Gentile enemies.  Now it 

seemed that God’s spirit was to be given away just like that. 

 And Peter was encouraging, if not indeed causing this.  He had said in his sermon that’ 

God does not show favouritism, but accepts people from every nation who fear him and do what 

is right’.  This must have come as a serious blow to those Jewish Christians who had been 

brought up to believe exactly the opposite - that God does show favouritism and the Jewish 

nation is his favourite. 

 The story continues in the book of Acts with a delegation of very disgruntled Jewish 

Christians going to Peter and asking him what he thinks he’s playing at.  Not only has he been 

preaching that the Gentile are part of God’s world, but he’s been visiting Gentiles in their 

homes and eating their unclean food.  And Peter tells them of a vision he had, in which he was 

offered a lot of unclean food to eat but he refused.  He then preached to some people from 

Caesarea who had come to seek him out, and these people were instantly converted by his 

words.  This experience convinced him that his message about Jesus should be shared not just 

with his fellow-Jews but with Gentiles as well. 

 The Jews who had come to criticise Peter, when they heard this story, understood and 

praised God.  It must have been a very difficult thing for them to do.  After a lifetime of 

believing that God was for the Jews and against the Gentiles, they had no to accept that the 

God they believed was theirs alone, was in fact the God of all people.  Peter’s preaching must 

have been powerful indeed to make such an impression. 

 The Jewish Christians were no doubt faithful people; they did not reject the Gentiles 

because they had any real grievance against them other than the fact that they believed that 

their God had rejected them.  That same attitude can still be found among religious people 

today.  The Christian Church, as we know, has divided itself into groups and factions, many 

believing that the others are in some way less faithful or their beliefs are somehow less true to 

the gospel of Jesus.  It’s not a malicious thing; it’s simply that sometimes, like the Jewish 

Christians, we cannot see beyond our own small part of the world and find it hard to understand 

that others may have different ways of looking at things.  And we sometimes share with the 

Jewish Christians the notion that God is our God, and that we therefore can say what God wants 

and does not want. 

 When Christians gather for worship and sing the hymn Our God Reigns, they may not be 

deliberately excluding anyone from their worship, but what do they mean by our God.  If they 

are claiming that the God of the Christians is theirs alone, then they are excluding anyone who is 

not already Christian; they are excluding people of other faiths and they are excluding those 

who have no faith but might be seeking faith or testing different kinds of spirituality.  But the 

impression given is that the God whom we worship is our God - and other people must go away 

and find their own. 

  It might even be true to say that in those words of Peter himself we can see the 

beginnings of exclusiveness in the Christian Church.  He claims that God welcomes all who fear 

him and do what is right.  But we need only think back over some of the incidents of Jesus life to 

see that Jesus didn’t put even that condition on people.  He wasn’t interested in whether people 

feared God and did what was right.  On the contrary, he seemed to associate more with people 

who didn’t fear God and who didn’t do what was right.  There are many stories of Jesus 

consorting with tax gatherers and outcasts.  He welcomed children;  he rescued a woman caught 

in adultery and he offered forgiveness and new life to a self-confessed criminal who was being 

executed alongside him. 

 But we are not like that.  We are more ready to condemn that to trust, more ready to 

criticise that encourage, more ready to exclude that welcome.  It perhaps arises from a natural 



human need for certainty.  In our life of faith we want to know the truth; we want to be certain 

of God; and we want to be able to say for definite that our God looks after us.  We are not so 

concerned about other people, indeed, we are quite comfortable if we can identify people who 

seem to live outside our definition of what the Christian life is like, and to condemn and exclude 

them. 

 But sometimes we have to simply live with uncertainty, and to acknowledge that, as 

Christian people, we are on a journey of discovery together.  We can see that Jesus excluded no-

one, criticised no-one - except the overly righteous - and refused to judge anyone.  Following 

that example makes the Christian life an awful lot more difficult, yet we believe that God - not 

just our God but the God of all people and all creation, is the God who loves all created things - 

including us and the people we reject. 

 It is an old cliché in the church to be asking ourselves in any given situation or 

relationship, ‘What would Jesus do?’ Yet that is just the way in which we can assure ourselves 

that what we believe and more importantly what we say and how we treat others, is indeed a 

true way of living the Christian life, free of our own prejudices and insecurities, and faithful to 

the gospel of Christ. 

 

  

HYMN 483 

We are your people: 

Lord, by your grace, 

you dare to make us 

Chrust to our neighbours 

of every nation and race. 

 

How can we demonstrate 

your love and care – 

speaking or listening? 

battling or serving? 

help us to know when and where. 

 

Called to portray you, 

help us to live 

closer than neighbours, 

open to strangers, 

able to clash and forgive. 

 

Glad of tradition, 

help us to see 

in all life’s changing 

where you are leading, 

where our best efforts should be. 

 

Joined in community, 

breaking your bread, 

may we discover 

gifts in each other, 

willing to lead and be led. 

 



Lord, as we minister 

in different ways, 

may all we’re doing 

show that you’re living, 

meeting your love with our praise. 

 

Prayer: 

Loving God, may these prayers which we offer you be also a renewing of our contract to love one 

another even as Jesus has loved us. 

 

We pray for the end of bitterness and violence in its many forms. Bless all peacemakers: those 

who negotiate between nations, or arbitrate within commerce and industry, adjudicate in family 

courts, defuse tensions in school grounds, and counsel conflicting parties at times of dispute. 

 

We pray for the effective, compassionate care of all who are sick, injured, or severely 

handicapped. Bless all who work in clinics and hospitals: surgeons, physiotherapists, nurses, 

physicians, oncologists, psychiatrists, dieticians, social workers, dentists, pharmacists and the 

staff of hospices for the dying. 

 

We pray for the feeding of the hungry, the clothing of the destitute, the housing of the 

homeless, the reformation of prisoners, and the rehabilitation of those who have been the 

victims of addiction. Bless every agency, church or government, which is dedicated to the care 

of our suffering sisters and brothers 

 

We pray for the provision of systems of justice that that are truly fair. Whether they are within 

our homeland, in other nations, or international courts of justice, may those who are brought to 

court find equality before the law. Bless with insight and integrity each barrister and judge, 

work in the mind and soul of every juror, that the innocent may be exonerated and the hearts of 

those sentenced turned towards repentance and rehabilitation. 

 

We pray for the church, for all denominations large or small, and for people of all faiths and 

none, that we may love one another in practice as well as in prayer.  Bless all joint initiatives in 

worship, fellowship and service to the community. May the world know that the love of God 

knows no boundaries and has no favourites.  

 

We pray for our families and friends and all those especially close to us.  Where there is sickness 

may there be healing, where there is pain may there be comfort, where there is anxiety may 

there be peacefulness, where there is conflict may there be reconciliation. 

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayers. loving God, which we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn 646 

Help us accept each other 

as Christ accepted us; 

teach us as sister, brother, 

each person to embrace. 



Be present, Lord, among us 

and bring us to believe 

we are ourselves accepted 

and meant to love and live 

 

Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, 

as in our daily life 

we struggle to be human  

and search for hope and faith. 

Teach us to care for people, 

for all – not just for some, 

to love them as we find them 

or as they may become. 

 

Let your acceptance change us, 

so that we may be moved 

in living situations 

to do the truth in love; 

to practise your acceptance 

until we know by heart 

the table of forgiveness 

and laughter’s healing art. 

 

Lord, for today’s encounters 

with all who are in need, 

who hunger for acceptance, 

for righteousness and bread, 

we need new eyes for seeing, 

new hands for holding on: 

renew us with your Spirit; 

Lord, free us, make us one! 

 

Benediction 

Holy God, before time you named us 

Through time you redeem us 

You call us, precious in your sight 

May we love as you love. 

 

Holy One, through the turbulent waters 

Make us steady, your hands 

Holding strong the fragile and weak 

May we love as you love. 

 

Gracious God, may the fruits of our lives 

be food for the hungry, bread 

clothing, shelter, fire, water, Word 

May we love as you love. 

 

God of justice, remove the chaff 



Of our lives that keep us from 

Hearing, following, Your call 

May we love as you love. 

 

Loving God, take away our fears our 

Worries, distractions, and all that 

diminishes our ability to love. 

May we love as you love. 

 
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be wth each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


