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Call to Worship: 

The coming of the Spirit transforms the Christian community. 

Locked doors are opened. 

Fear is replaced by courage. 

Peace is proclaimed. 

The power to forgive sins is present. 

Those who were afraid now speak up boldly. 

Thousands hear the message in their own language. 

 

The coming of the Spirit is reflected in our social values. 

 

In a world of racism and xenophobia and fear, 

the Spirit speaks to people of every nation under heaven. 

 

In a world of fear and doubt and confusion, 

the Spirit inspires people to open the doors and speak out 

especially about issues of justice and peace. 

 

In a world of selfishness, competition, and control, 

the Spirit gives out gifts that are shared for the benefit of all 

especially those who are poor or in need. 

 

In a world with war, violence and terrorism, 

the Spirit proclaims a message of peace and reconciliation to all. 

 

In a world of economic problems, 

the Spirit reminds us that the things of the world are meant to be shared by all 

and are to be used for the common good. 

 

In a world where the environment is abused and overused, 

the Spirit calls to reform how we live and to use the earth with care and love. 

 

In a world of ideology and prejudice, 

The Spirit calls us to think about things in a new way. 

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

Holy Spirit, Creator, 

in the beginning you moved over the waters. 

From your breath all creation drew life. 

Without you, life turns to dust. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 



 

Holy Spirit, Counselor, 

by your inspiration, the prophets spoke and acted in faith. 

You clothed them in power to be bearers of your Word. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Holy Spirit, Power, 

you came as fire to Jesus( disciples; 

you gave them voice before the rulers of this world. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Holy Spirit, Sanctifier, 

you created us children of God; 

you make us the living temple of your presence; 

you intercede within us with sighs too deep for words. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Holy Spirit, Giver of life, 

you guide and make holy the church you create; 

you give gifts: 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and fortitude, 

the spirit of knowledge and piety, 

the spirit of the fear of the Lord, 

that the whole creation may become what you want it to be. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

True and only Light, 

from whom comes every good gift. 

Send your Spirit into our lives 

with the power of a mighty wind. 

Open the horizons of our minds 

by the flame of your wisdom. 

Loosen our tongues to show your praise, 

for only in your Spirit can we voice your words of peace 

and acclaim Jesus as Lord.  

 

O rushing wild spirit of God 

pour out the fire of love upon us! 

Unfurl your language upon our lips, 

Unlock our minds to embrace all possibility 

Unleash our hearts so Your justice flows freely. 

 

O rushing wild spirit of God 

pour out the fire of love upon us! 

May your breeze bring health and wholeness, 

May your breath heat our resolve, 

May your Spirit storm the earth with mercy and grace 



 

O rushing wild spirit of God 

pour out the fire of love upon us! 

Set us free from self-doubt, 

Make us listeners as we seek awareness, 

Shake us awake when we forget our privilege.  

 

O rushing wild spirit of God 

pour out the fire of love upon us! 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

  

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:   Acts 2:1-4, 14-21 

2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 

each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and 

all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are 

not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 

17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 

  

Hymn 311 



The Spirit of the Lord revealed his will to saints of old; 

their heart and mind and lips unsealed, his glory to unfold. 

Amid the gloom of ancient night they hailed the dawning Word, 

and in the coming of the light proclaimed the coming Lord. 

 

The prophets passed; at length there came to sojourn and abide, 

the Word incarnate, to whose name the prophets testified; 

and he, the twilight overpast, himself the Light of light, 

a man with us, revealed at last the Father to our sight. 

 

Eternal Spirit, who dost speak to mind and conscience still, 

that we, in this our day, may seek to do our Father’s will, 

to us the word of life impart, of Christ, the living way; 

give us the quiet, humble heart to hear and to obey. 

 

 

Reading:  John 20:19-23 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 

to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

 

Reflection:  

The story of Pentecost is seen as the story of the birth of the church.  There will be churches 

specifically celebrating the birthday of the church today, the day when the power of the Holy 

Spirit was bestowed in wind and fire upon the faithful. The story of the very birth of the church. 

Interestingly, there are two very different birth stories of the church to choose from. One which 

is told by John and the other by Luke in the Book of Acts, both of which we heard today.   

John’s story happens on Easter evening.  So it is a passage which is most often read in church on 

the first Sunday after Easter rather than at Pentecost.  In John’s story,  the 11 disciples, (not 12 

since Thomas wasn’t there), are locked inside a house in Jerusalem. And in John’s story Jesus 

gets in without a key.  He simply ‘came’, John says and stood among them.  ‘Peace be with you’ 

he said. 

Then he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side.  And then John’s gospel says Jesus 

did something very creepy and mystical that none of them would ever forget.  He commissioned 

them by breathing on them, opening his mouth and pouring what was inside of him into them.  

They could feel their own lungs fill as they breathed in what he breathed out.  What their fear 

had killed in them, his breath brought back to life.  It was Genesis all over again, as they were 

created all over again by the power of the Spirit that was coming out of his mouth. ‘Receive the 

Holy Spirit’ Jesus said, and that was how it happened. With a gentle breath, he conferred his 

spirit on his disciples, who became the guardians of that spirit through the ministry of Christ’s 

church. 

It may be that is how we got the idea that the Holy Spirit belongs to the church.  For according 

to this ‘gentle breath’ story in John about the birth of the church, the disciples received the 



Spirit and others did not; the church has received the Holy Spirit, the world has not.  And it is 

the church’s job to bring the Spirit into the world.  Thus, in a ‘gentle breath church’ it is the 

member’s job to go out into the world, find those who don’t know anything about the Spirit, and 

bring them back inside the church so that they can meet God in person and experience God’s 

Spirit.   Now there may not be anything wrong with this idea of the church, but it is not the only 

one in the bible.  

Luke has a different idea, which shows up right away in his story of the church’s birth.  The 

disciples are still in the house---so he and John agree on that,.  However, Luke’s story takes 

place 50 days after Easter, instead of the same day.  And there are 120 in the room instead of 

11.  The doors and windows aren’t locked either, because the people inside know they are 

waiting for something to come in from outside.  According to Luke, the last thing Jesus said to 

them was, ‘Stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’  While 

the disciples don’t have a clue what that might look like, they are waiting with all of the doors 

and windows open so that whatever it is can get in when it comes.  

On the day of Pentecost ‘it’ turns out to be something even Luke has no words for.  It starts with 

the sound like the rush of a violent wind, he says, and it fills the entire house where Jesus 

followers are sitting.  Then it bursts into tongues like flames above their heads.  But when they 

open their mouths to shout--‘it’ comes out instead, speaking languages that none of those 

Galileans ever learned.  In fact, it takes perfect strangers from the four corners of the world to 

tell them it is God they are talking about.  This strange behaviour under the power of God’s 

spirit is so bizarre that some bystanders can only come to the conclusion that they are drunk. 

But when Peter opens his mouth, the spirit gives him something to say.  And what comes  out is 

an old prophecy from the Hebrew prophet Joel, who foresaw days just like this one when God’s 

spirit would be poured out upon all flesh 

  --not just chosen people,  

  …not just 11 male people, 

  …not just church people,  

…but ALL people---young and old, male and female, slave and free.  

Peter’s pronouncement of this prophecy on the day of Pentecost is the sign that it has begun to 

come true, and that everyone upon whom the Spirit has just poured is recruited to spread the 

word:  which is that God’s fiery transforming spirit is loose in the world.   Here then is an 

alternative birth story for an alternative kind of church, a church that is called not to possess 

the pirit, but to discover the Spirit in all of the surprising people upon whom it has been poured, 

and the surprising places where it can be found. 

Luke’s account of Pentecost asks the question:  What if God calls the church not to possess the 

Spirit but to serve the Spirit, wherever in the world the Spirit may be found – already poured out 

on all flesh? And what if that Spirit is alive and well and active in the world in places where the 

church is and even maybe where the church is not?  In a multi-faith world, is there room for us 

to recognise and acknowledge the wind of the Spirit, the breath of God, in traditions different 

from our own? 

Many of us won’t find this possibility easy to get our heads round, but we must seek to discern 

the power of the Spirit in every helping hand, in every word of kindness, in every act of 



forgiveness, in every joyful gathering, in every shared meal, in every act of justice, in every 

bond of love. 

God declares, 

‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams.’ 

 

HYMN 324 

Holy Spirit, ever dwelling in the glorious realms of light; 

Holy Spirit, ever brooding o’er a world of gloom and night; 

Holy Spirit, ever forming in the Church the mind of Christ; 

thee we prasie with endless worship 

for thy fruit and gifts unpriced. 

 

Holy Spirit, ever working through the Church’s ministry; 

quick’ning, stregth’ning, and absolving, setting captive sinners free; 

Holy Spirit, ever binding age to age and soul to soul, 

in a fellowship unending –  

thee we worship and extol. 

   

 

Prayer: 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

and fill us with your love. 

 

 

Open our eyes to see the presence of God all around us, 

in the stillness of this sacred space, 

in the busyness and noise of our city streets, 

in the joys and celebrations of our lives, 

in the tragedies and struggles that break our hearts. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

and comfort those who grieve. 

 

 

Grant them the peace that only you can bring. 

Stir within us a trust in life beyond death, 

as we ponder the mysteries of Christ’s resurrection 

and the hope we have in new and everlasting life. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

and bring wholeness to the sick. 



 

 

Strengthen those who are weak; 

heal the wounded and broken; 

give rest to the weary. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

and inspire our warring world to seek peace, 

to love our enemies, 

to put away our weapons, 

to remember the price paid for our freedom, 

to care for those who have served. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

and ignite a fire in our bones, 

a passion for justice that cannot be quenched 

until all of your children are loved, 

until no one is marginalized or oppressed, 

until everyone has the opportunity to thrive, 

until the world is transformed and renewed. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

and revive your church. 

 

Liberate us from complacency and apathy; 

inspire us with Christ’s vision for a world reborn; 

help us to recognize our gifts for ministry 

and to use them in service of others; 

transform our hearts and our minds; 

fill us with love that overflows; 

remind us that there is no greater calling 

than to love you with all that we are 

and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Gracious God, 

give us a glimpse of your kingdom 

emerging around us 

and drawing us into the new things 

you are doing in the world. 

 

 

Flaming God of Pentecost, 

Let us speak in tongues of comfort 

to those weeping over the bodies of their loved ones 

shot by troubled gunmen, killed in border clashes, dying from Ebola. 

 

Let us speak in tongues of courage 

to those living in fear 

of the next shooting, the next bomb, the illness that threatens. 



 

Let us speak in tongues of condemnation 

against laws and policies that promote violence, 

prioritizing the preferences of some over the lives of others. 

 

Let us speak in tongues of care 

for the most vulnerable in our world– 

human beings, animals, and ecosystems. 

 

Let us speak in tongues of love 

for you and for your people, 

that Your language might be our language. 

 

And when our tongues are still, 

when we have no words to speak, 

let our hearts burn with your fire, 

let our ears hear your words in our own native tongue, 

let our skin feel the wind of your Spirit– 

a mighty wind, blowing where it will. 

Amen 

 

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayers. loving God, which we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn 329 

There's a spirit in the air, 

telling Christians everywhere: 

       "Praise the love that Christ revealed, 

       living, working in our world!" 

 

Lose your shyness, find your tongue, 

tell the world what God has done: 

       God in Christ has come to stay. 

       Live tomorrow's life today! 

 

When believers break the bread, 

when a hungry child is fed, 

       praise the love that Christ revealed, 

       living, working in our world. 

 

Still the Spirit gives us light, 

seeing wrong and setting right: 

       God in Christ has come to stay. 

       Live tomorrow's life today! 

 

When a stranger's not alone, 



where the homeless find a home, 

       praise the love that Christ revealed, 

       living, working in our world. 

 

May the Spirit fill our praise, 

guide our thoughts and change our ways. 

       God in Christ has come to stay. 

       Live tomorrow's life today! 

 

There's a Spirit in the air, 

calling people everywhere: 

       Praise the love that Christ revealed, 

       living, working in our world. 

  

 

Benediction 

 

As our worship concludes and we return to our daily lives, 

may the wind of the Spirit startle our senses 

and blow through our lives; 

may the fire of the Spirit scorch our complacency 

and light our way. 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be wth each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


