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Call to Worship: 

Let us worship God. 

Let us worship the One 

who spoke in the beginning 

and created something out of nothing. 

 

Let us worship God. 

Let us worship the One 

who took on the clothing of humanity 

to set those who were oppressed free. 

 

Let us worship God. 

Let us worship the One 

whose Spirit rests continually upon us, 

calling us from sorrow-filled endings 

to bright new beginnings. 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation:  

O Divine Voice, 

You sing and the universe comes into being; 

O Divine Breath, 

You breathe and all things spring to life; 

O Divine Word, 

You call and creation is sustained; 

O Divine Flesh, 

You are born among us, 

and the Creator is clothed in creation; 

O Divine Spirit, 

You fill all that has been formed; 

O Divine Life, 

You are the pulse of all that is. 

 

And so, in wonder and celebration 

we marvel at this mystery: 

In you all things live and move and have being, 

In all things, you live and move and express your Divine artistry; 

And so we join with creation 

in the eternal song of worship and wonder… 

 



We have heard about you, God of all power.  

You made the world out of kindness,  

creating order out of confusion;  

You made each one of us in your own image;  

Your fingerprint is on every soul.  

So we praise you.  

We praise and worship you. 

 

We have heard about you, Jesus Christ:  

the carpenter who left his tools and trade;  

the poor man who made others rich;  

the healer who let himself be wounded;  

the criminal on whom the soldiers spat  

not knowing they were fouling the face of God;  

the saviour who died and rose again.  

So we praise you.  

We praise and worship you. 

 

We have heard about you, Holy Spirit.  

You broke the bonds of every race and nation,  

to let God speak in every tongue;  

You made disciples drunk with grace;  

You converted souls and emptied pockets;  

You showed how love made all things new  

and opened the doors to change and freedom.  

So we praise you.  

We praise and worship you. 

 

Loving God, Creator of all, 

in these few moments of worship, 

we come to you with the words and works, 

the desires, and hopes, and fears, 

that dominate our everyday lives. 

 

We come to give thanks in all things; 

to seek new perspective, to find new strength. 

 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

help us today to find our hearts burning – 

with a fiery love and devotion to you, 

so that, kneeling at your feet, 

we may hear the tender whisper of your call 

 

Holy Spirit, Wind of God, 

open our minds to learn from Christ, 

that in listening we might hear, 

and in hearing we might respond, 

as he invites us, to come, and die, and live. 

 



Eternal God, Creator, Redeemer and Comforter, 

hear us as we confess our weaknesses. 

Often we wear ourselves down with a pretence of righteousness. 

Today, we abandon this attempt, 

simply admitting our failure 

to live in the way of Christ. 

 

Forgive us and restore us, 

Draw us close and bind us together in your mercy. 

May we long for wholeness and peace, 

May we strive toward gratitude and grace 

In the saving name of your son, Jesus Christ, 

By the working power of your Holy Spirit.  

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  John 16:1-15 

 

Hymn 34:  Holy, holy, holy! 

 

Reading:  John 16:25-33 

 

Reflection:  

 Today is Trinity Sunday.   

 Our Christian faith shares its heritage with the Jewish faith and with the Islamic faith.  In 

the Jewish faith, the Great Commandment says, ‘Hear, O Israel!  The Lord our God, the Lord is 

One!’  For people of the Jewish faith that’s the most important thing of all, and it’s upon that, 

that all the other commandments are based.  it’s the foundation of the Jewish faith.  ‘The Lord 

our God, the Lord our God is One.’   And that oneness of God is also expressed as the first pillar 

of Islam.  ‘There is no God but God...’   

 So the third of the so-called Abrahamic religions is Christianity, and it shares this idea of 

the oneness of God, that God is One, that there is no God but God.  Yet Christians believe in a 

kind of modified version of that, that the absolute unity or oneness of God is displayed in this 

three-fold way as Father, Son and Spirit.  And we as Christians, what do we do with the Trinity?  

Well, we sing about it all the time:  ‘God in three persons, blessed Trinity.’  We use the 

benediction, the blessing of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit every Sunday at the end of 

our worship,  we pray in the name of God the father, the Son and the Spirit, we are baptised in 

the name of the Trinity, but when it comes to trying to explain this trinity, this threefold 

understanding of God, then we find it very difficult indeed.   

 For one thing, if we look to scripture for guidance we don’t find much.  There’s nothing 

in scripture to explain what the trinity is or what the Trinity means.  Paul alludes to it by signing 

of his letters with, ‘the grace of the lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit.’  But that doesn’t really go any way towards establishing a doctrine of the Trinity.   



Jesus, of course, didn’t explain anything about it.  So what do we say?  What do we say God is 

like?    

 Well.  If you have experienced Trinity Sunday services before, and I’m sure you have 

experienced many,  you will know that sometimes preachers come up with illustrations, little 

ideas to say, ‘Well, this is what God’s like.’   

 The notion of God as an equilateral triangle with three sides representing Father, Son 

and Spirit.  Father and Son meet at one corner, Son and Spirit at another,  and Spirit and father 

at the other.   

 We have the picture of God as the shamrock or three-leafed clover, its three circular 

leaves growing out from a central point, a living, growing image of what God is like. 

 We have the scientific explanation:  God like water, taking three forms; liquid, ice and 

steam.  One substance with three different manifestations. 

 But none of that really explains what god is like.   

 We remember, too, the very basis of our faith, and the very basis of the Jewish and 

Islamic faiths, ‘The Lord our God is One.  There is no God but God.’  So if we do try to think of 

the Trinity as being a way of explaining what God is like, then we’re making life very very 

difficult for ourselves.  But perhaps trinity is helpful and useful and valuable to us, not as a 

means of explaining what God is like at all, because the reality of God is a mystery to us.  the 

reality of God cannot be explained in words, and in any case, the reality of God is surely not to 

be found in any description or definition, but rather in our own experience of and relationship 

with God.  We can put into words in only an imperfect way how we experience God.  But that is 

sufficient.  That is sufficient to nurture our own faith; it is sufficient to be able to explain our 

faith to other people, to say to others what God means to us.  But telling  people what God is 

like, telling people what they must believe about God is not the reality of God.  Of course words 

are important: the words of the hymns we sing, the words of the prayers we offer, the words of 

the scriptures we read,  the words of theological debate and explanation are important when 

they help us to take a step closer to understanding what we believe about God, but we find the 

reality of God not in words and descriptions and definitions, but rather in real-life encounters 

with justice and peace, with conflict and suffering, with the rich and with the poor, with the 

world of nature and the world of human industry, with common things and with unique things, 

with the daily round and with moments that change our lives.  These are areas in which we 

encounter God.   

 We can say, and it is helpful to say, that we encounter God in a three-fold way, but 

that’s not the same as trying to define exactly who or what God is.  There are areas in which we 

encounter God whom we call the Father, the Creator.  There are times when we experience God 

in the world of nature, in the strength and power and sometimes destructiveness of nature; in 

the wonder and the glory and the beauty of the created world; in the stars and in the planets 

and in the tiniest living creatures and plants in our world.   There we experience God as Father. 

 In the life of a human person,  in his relationships with others, in his love and in his care 

and in his welcome and nurture - in Jesus of Nazareth.  There we find God in human nature.  

There we find the reality of God in relationship with others. 

 And in our own relationships with others, that bond which unites us to one another, to 

Christians all over the world, and motivates and inspires us to work for peace and justice and 

inclusiveness and love – that bond we call the Spirit. 

 These things may or may not be a threefold manifestation of the one God,  but they are 

certainly three ways in which we can encounter God, apart from whom there is no God, the God 

who is One, the God who is the God of our faith and the God of the Jewish and Islamic faiths 

too, the God who comes to us in the world of creation, in the person of Jesus, and in the Spirit 



that unites.  The God who says, ‘You shall have no other Gods before me,’  because the Lord our 

God is One and there is no God but God. 

 

HYMN 33:  Eternal God, your love’s tremendous glory  
 

 Prayer: 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

beyond all space and time, 

greater than our minds can fully comprehend, 

ruler of all that is, has been, and shall be, 

we give you thanks for who you are 

and all that you have done for us. 

 

Loving Father of all, 

we praise you for your kindness and mercy 

by which you sustain us and provide for our every need; 

you are full of goodness and compassion 

caring for us that we are never in want. 

 

Jesus Christ, our Saviour, 

we worship you for coming into our neighbourhood 

to be our friend, even our brother; 

for showing us the magnitude of the love of God, 

revealing His saving power and His forgiveness, 

and offering us a new beginning. 

We lift your name on high, Lord Jesus, 

for loving us fully 

and giving yourself for our redemption on the cross. 

 

Holy Spirit, free and mysterious as the wind, 

powerful as the fire, 

we worship you for blowing new life into our hearts, 

for purifying us from our sins and faults, 

for teaching and reminding us the words of Christ, 

and leading us in His light. 

 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

God of gods, and King of kings, 

with awe and wonder, joy and gladness 

we offer you our thanks, 

and pray for your creation, 

its nations, and peoples, 

for your church, 

ourselves and all in need. 

 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

fill our world with your eternal light and love, 

so that darkness and the powers of evil will not rule, 

but your Kingdom will be established in love and glory! 



May the flame of your Spirit blaze with purifying fire 

driving evil from hearts and minds and establishing your peace. 

 

We pray in confidence and trust, 

eternal God, 

who is Life-Giver, Life-Saver, and Life-Renewer 

now and forever. 

To you be the glory, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

today and through all eternity.  Amen. 

 

 

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayers. loving God, which we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn 605:  Son of God, eternal Saviour 

 

 Benediction 

 

May God, 

who comes to us 

in the things of this world, 

bless our eyes 

and be in our seeing. 

 

May Christ, 

who looks upon us 

with deepest love, 

bless our eyes 

and widen our gaze. 

 

May the Spirit, 

who perceives what is 

and what may yet be, 

bless our eyes 

and sharpen our vision. 

 

May the Sacred Three 

bless our eyes 

and cause us to see. 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be wth each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

Amen 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


