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Call to Worship: 

Let us focus on God’s presence - 

In a world where people hunger and thirst. 

Come worship God, who feeds the hungry - 

In a world where people are abused and oppressed.  

Come worship God, who calls for compassion and justice - 

In a world filled with wars and rumours of war.  

Come worship God, who desires nothing less than peace for the world - 

In a world of spiritual emptiness.  

Called to be branches in Christ’s body, 

we yearn to be connected to the vine. 

Called to be mustard bushes offering shade to God’s creatures, 

we search for places to plant the seeds of faith. 

Called to be growing with God in the midst of this world’s painful questions, 

we seek God’s nurturing presence. 

Come worship God, who gives life meaning - 

Come, let us worship the Lord, whose grace and love know no end! 

 

Prayer/Meditation:  

Loving God, we answer your call to worship by coming together today.  We worship you for your 

love, more aware than ever today that we live in a world where many seem unloved, neglected 

and abandoned.  We worship you for your care for your people, more aware than ever that there 

are millions who are uncared for.  We worship you for your forgiveness, more aware than ever 

that there are many for whom life seems little more than a punishment.  We worship you for 

your justice, more aware than ever of the injustice of our world where people are divided by 

their wealth or their skin colour.  We worship you for your power, more aware than ever of the 

destructive power of nature that can so quickly deprive thousands of their possessions or their 

lives. 

And so we come with a faith that is sometimes confused, sometimes uncertain, but which is 

grounded in the life, example and death of Jesus of Nazareth who spoke of love, care, 

forgiveness, justice and power and set them in the context of the Kingdom.  Keep us from 

despair, loving God, when we realise how far from the Kingdom our world remains.  Forgive us 

our neglect, our lack of caring, our unwillingness to forgive, our failure to stand up for justice, 

our contempt for nature that, even in the face of disaster and suffering, your people may grow 

in faith, learn from the past, and continue onwards on the pilgrimage. 

Encourage us to follow the example of the faithful men and women of the past who have 

grasped the vision of the Kingdom and who have put aside personal ambition and security to 

proclaim the Good News in word and deed; fill us with your Spirit that we may more clearly see 

how we, as individuals Christians and as a family of your people, can more faithfully make a 

difference to the world around us; convince us of your grace and forgiveness that, as we engage 

in the ministry of your church we not have to carry with us the guilt of past failure; strengthen 



us in our calling that we may be equipped and ready to put aside our own wishes and desires and 

follow Christ. 

Loving God, as we gather for worship, we open ourselves to your Spirit, offering ourselves in 

faith for ther service of the Kingdom.  May we today hear the word of God, feel the presence of 

God’s Spirit, and remember Jesus, that the word of the Kingdom we share here today may uplift 

and strengthen us as we journey together. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Ezekiel 17:22-24 

22 Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I myself will take a sprig 

    from the lofty top of a cedar; 

    I will set it out. 

I will break off a tender one 

    from the topmost of its young twigs; 

I myself will plant it 

    on a high and lofty mountain. 
23 On the mountain height of Israel 

    I will plant it, 

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

    and become a noble cedar. 

Under it every kind of bird will live; 

    in the shade of its branches will nest 

    winged creatures of every kind. 
24 All the trees of the field shall know 

    that I am the LORD. 

I bring low the high tree, 

    I make high the low tree; 

I dry up the green tree 

    and make the dry tree flourish. 

I the LORD have spoken; 

    I will accomplish it. 

 

Hymn 48:   

Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer, 
for all things living you have made good; 
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 
Bless, Lord, the labour we bring to serve you, 
that with our neighbour we may be fed. 



Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 
harvesting, milling, for daily bread. 
 
Father, providing food for your children, 
your wisdom guiding, teach us to share 
one with another, so that, rejoicing 
sister and brother may know your care. 
 
Then will your blessing reach every people; 
each one confessing your gracious hand. 
Where you are reigning no one will hunger; 
your love sustaining fruitful the land. 

 

Reading:  Mark 4:26-34 
30 He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 

it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 

puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 
33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34 he did 

not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

 

Reflection:  

 Both of today’s Bible readings took the theme of planting and nurturing to illustrate the 

ways of God.  In the prophecy of Ezekiel, we read of God’s taking a small delicate cutting from a 

cedar tree and planting it ‘on a high and lofty mountian’ where it will grow and flourish until it 

becomes a safe home for all the wildlife. 

 It’s all a metaphor of course.  Ezekiel is writing during I srael’s period of exile in Babylon 

and giving the assurance that, even though the nation is now weakened, delictae and fragile, it 

can be restored by the poer of God to become once again powerful and significant among the 

nations.  It will be God who provides the growth and the strength, as it is God that provides the 

life and the nurture that Jesus speaks of in the parables of the seeds. 

   

 According to Mark’s gospel, in the kingdom of God it is “as if someone would scatter seed 

on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he 

does not know how.” 

 

 As we seek to serve God through the life of the Church, we try to scatter the seeds of the 

kingdom in our words and actions, our behaviour towards others, ou passion for justice, our 

concern for the poor and suffering.  And we seek to discern the working of God’s Spirit in our 

own lives, trying to catch a vision of what it may be that we are called to do; what we are called 

to say; who we are called to be. 

The seed of the Kingdom, which produces far beyond expectations, is not so much the great, 

religious acts of heroism, generosity of sacrifice that people may may do once or twice in their 

lives. The real seed of the Kingdom is the mustard seed: the tiniest words, the most inefficient 

pieces of witness, the little actions of every day. 

We might almost say that from the point of view of the Kingdom, whatever we do sows a seed. 

The choices we make: when we decide to greet a visitor in church, or support a charity, or 



comfort a friend in distress. The actions we take: when we return the extra change the shop 

assistant gave us by mistake, when we speak up against racist or sexist jokes, when we volunteer 

at a homeless shelter. All these things sow a seed, both in our lives and in other lives. 

"Scatter seed upon the ground... and the earth produces of itself," says Jesus in this morning's 

Gospel. The sowing of even those tiniest seeds begins a process over which we don't have 

control. Oh, we can step in and spoil it by over-watering, or maybe help out a little by getting 

the right fertilizer in the soil. But the growth does seem to come of itself. 

In fact, if you try to control the result, you ruin the process. Children will sometimes dig up 

seeds to see if they are sprouting yet, and we all know what happens then! If you give someone 

a piece of advice and then call them every three days to ask if they are following it yet, you'll 

kill the growth. The same thing is true in our own spiritual lives, by the way. The 20th century 

Anglican mystic, Evelyn Underhill, used to advise people not to keep pulling themselves up by 

the roots to see how they were getting on. Ultimately, we have to trust the seeds that are sown 

in our own lives, just as we trust the seeds we may sow for others. We trust the Word of God to 

grow in our hearts, our worship and prayer to have its effect on us, the daily efforts of 

faithfulness to Jesus to change us little by little. 

Today’s gospel reading invites us to learn how to let seeds grow, both in our lives and in the 

lives of those around us, without trying to control the process. In fact, perhaps a further 

invitation is to live without even concerning ourselves too much about whether we are sowing 

enough seed, or the right kind, or in the right place.  Just scatter the seed, and sleep and rise 

night and day, and the seed will sprout and grow – and we will not even know. 

As God's people, we can live our lives, not worrying over progress and control and results, but 

simply trusting in the powerful love of God, who takes a small delicate sprig and creates a 

mighty tree. 

We may or may not see the growth that comes ftom our sowing; we may or may not know what 

we have done for others; the harvest that comes from our sowing may not become apparent for 

years;  we may never know the influence we have had on others.  But we will know that we are 

making it our aim to serve God’s kingdom in the little things. When we do that, and sleep and 

rise night and day the seed will sprout and grow, and we may never know how. AMEN 

 

HYMN 90:   

O Lord, all the world belongs to you 

and you are always making all things new. 

What is wrong you forgive, 

and the new life you give 

is what’s turning the world upside down. 

  

The world’s only loving to its friends, 

but your way of loving never ends, 

loving enemies too; 

and this loving with you 

is what’s turning the world upside down. 

  



The world lives divided and apart, 

You draw us together, and we start 

in our friendship to see 

that in harmony we 

can be turning the world upside down. 

  

The world wants the wealth to live in state, 

but you show a new way to be great: 

like a servant you came, 

and if we do the same, 

we’ll be turning the world upside down. 

  

O Lord, all the world belongs to you 

and You are always making all things new. 

What is wrong, you forgive, 

and the new life you give 

is what’s turning the world upside down. 

 

 Prayer: 

In a world where many would seek to damage your creation, bring hatred to your people, show 

violence to your children ... help us always to be grateful for the gifts of love and life, for the 

glimpses of transforming beauty and unending wonder. Take us now, and use us well to combat 

evil and destruction wherever we find it. 

 

In world driven by greed and a lust for power; where the material threatens to overwhelm the 

spiritual; where goodness seems too frail in the face of badness ... help us not to give up on 

righteousness and truth; to believe that you can use well the gifts we offer; that you will call 

forth the gifts of your people again and again. 

 

In a world where people are broken at the hands of humanity and by the vagaries of nature ... 

help us to trust the healing of your blessing and love, placed even now in the hands of those who 

seek to face down injustice and champion human rights; who stand in the dark places with your 

light held high; who give of themselves for the sake of others. 

 

In a world where we struggle to understand pain and suffering, and, most especially, in the lives 

of those we love ... we bring before you those for whom we weep; those we embrace in our 

hearts; those to who we reach out in the yearnings of our prayers .. 

 

Silence ... 

 

In a world where we can feel so insignificant and helpless ... help us to know you have a place 

for us; lift our spirits when we don’t feel good enough; fit us into your plan in amazing ways. 

 

In a world where so much is focused on the here and now ... help us to remain bound with those 

who have gone before us; to rejoice in our fellowship in the one kingdom of your love; and 

encourage us to plant seeds of hope and love for the future, that we may sleep and rise in the 

confident hope that the weak may be made strong, and the world transformed through the 

power of your love. Amen 

 



 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayers. loving God, which we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn  578:   

Lord of light, whose name outshineth all the starts and suns of space, 

deign to make us thy co-workers in the kingdom of they grace. 

Use us to fulfil thy purpose in the gift of Christ thy Son: 

Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth thy will be done. 

 

By the toil of patient workers in some far outlying field; 

by the courage where the radience of the cross is still revealed; 

by the victories of meekness, through reproach and suffering won: 

Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth thy will be done. 

 

Grant that knowldege, still increasing, at thy feet may lowly kneel; 

with thy grace our triumphs hallow, with thy charity our zeal. 

Lift the nations from the shadows to the gladness of the sun: 

Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth thy will be done. 

 

By the prayers of faithful watchers, never silent day or night; 

by the cross of Jesus bringing peace to all, and healing light; 

by the love which passeth knowledge, making all thy children one: 

Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth thy will be done. 

 

 

 Benediction 

Let us go from here with confidence and hope. 

To strengthen those who are tired and exhausted; 

to comfort those who are anxious and fearful. 

to say to them all: 

“Be strong, and do not fear! 

For God’s kingdom is coming— 

Indeed, God’s kingdom is already here! 

 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be wth each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


