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Call to Worship: 

O Lord, you have seached me and known me. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up: 

you discern my thoughts from far away. 

You search out my path and my lying down, 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, 

O Lord, you know it completely. 

You hem me in, behind and before 

and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

 

Into the dark places of the world where people and frightened and hungry 

 God bring light, bring love 

Into places where people are fighting; into places where people have no homes 

 God bring light, bring love 

Into the places where we feel unsafe; into situations that hurt us and scare us 

 God bring light, bring love.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation:  

We are the Church, and, we unite with Christians all over the world on this day to offer our 

worship.  From the splendour and formality of worship in the great cathedrals of the world to 

the poverty and simplicity of those who gather in each other’s homes or in the open air to pray 

and worship together. From our own homes, our computer screens or tablets we are one with 

them all, for with them, we are the Church. 

We are a community.  From different backgrounds and different circumstances we gather, bound 

together by the love of God and by our desire to follow Jesus.  We rejoice in the support and 

encouragement we receive from one another and give thanks for the spirit of togetherness that 

lets us know that this is a community where we belong. 

We are a family.  Closer to one another than merely members of the same organisation, united 

by more than our common commitment to the kingdom of God, we are drawn in our worship into 

relationship with one another as brothers and sisters in Christ, called to love and care for one 

another. 

We are a fellowship of disciples, worshipping together not just for our own benefit or interest, 

but to affirm our commitment to the kingdom of God and to seek ways of serving the kingdom 

that are relevant and effective. 

We are the Body of Christ, aware of the great responsibility that is upon us to proclaim the good 

news, to love, help and nurture those around us, and aware too of our own shortcomings. 



In our worship today may we find strength, encouragement and inspiration that we may leave 

here more determined and more able to serve God in the church and in the world.     

When we consider who we are and how our lives have been blessed, we should be filled with 

thankfulness.  For, even when we suffer tragedy and disaster, we have the love and support of 

those around us.    Even when we suffer sickness and disease, we have available for us the care 

and skill of those who can heal and comfort.  Even when we have doubts about the reality and 

truth of our Christian faith, we have around us the sustaining of the community of the Church.  

Even whan we are worried and concerned about what the future may hold for us, we are assured 

by the promise that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God. 

So our lives should be filled with thankfulness and celebration of the basic goodness of life, yet 

often we lose our sense of blessing and wonder, we take for granted the things that others can 

only dream of,  we complain about the trivial and forget the needs of others, we give our love 

freely to family and friends, and ration it to others. 

So we confess that we have not always appreciated what we have, that we have been slow to 

say thank you and quick to ask for more, dissatisfied with what we have yet wasteful of what we 

have been given. 

May we find forgiveness and renewal through the presence of the Holy Spirit and may our 

relationship with God and with other people be restored and strengthened that we may worship 

and give thanks every day not just in words, but through all that we are.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

The Lord’s prayer . 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading: Job 38:1-11 

 

Hymn 731:  You are before me, Lord, you are behind 

 

Reading:  Mark 4:35-41 

 

Reflection:  

“Have you considered my servant Job?” God asked the Adversary in the first chapter of Job. And 

that was the fateful question, the catalyst, the push that set in motion a chain of events that 

would leave Job near despair.  

Job had seven sons and three daughters, and his livestock numbered in the hundreds. He was not 

only prosperous, he was good, or to use the more appropriate and specific Biblical word, he was 

“righteous.” In defending himself before God, Job declared, “I delivered the poor who cried, 

and the orphan who had no helper. ... I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. I put on 

righteousness, and it clothed me.” And we have no reason to believe that Job was not telling the 

truth. 

But disaster overcame this man of righteousness and prosperity. The livestock were killed by 

marauders and natural disaster, and his children were all killed when a tornado struck the house 

in which they were having a party. Finally, Job himself was afflicted with a chronic, painful, 

debilitating illness. 



However, Job still had his wife and his friends, although he may have wished more than once 

that they, too, had been in the house with his children. “Curse God and die,” his wife urged. 

And his friends were no better. “Who that was innocent ever perished?” they asked. And “Happy 

is the one whom God reproves; therefore do not despise the discipline of the Almighty.” In 

short, these friends insisted that Job was in the wrong and God was in the right.  

When Job could take it no longer, he burst out, “God has torn me in his wrath, and hated me; he 

has gnashed his teeth at me. ... God gives me up to the ungodly, and casts me into the hands of 

the wicked. I was at ease, and he broke me in two; he seized me by the neck and dashed me to 

pieces ... though there is no violence in my hands, and my prayer is pure.” What kind of God is 

this, Job asked, who allows the wicked to “live, reach old age, and grow mighty in power? ... 

How often is it that the lamp of the wicked is put out?”  

The story of Job, of course, is the human story. His misfortunes were more dramatic than the 

misfortunes most of us will encounter, but they were different from ours only in degree, not in 

kind. Life is tragic, and to fail to appreciate the tragedy of human life is to fail to be fully 

human. 

But what makes Job most like us are his questions. Job’s questions went on and on and on until 

he was worn out, and his friends were worn out, and God was just about worn out.  

To be human and to be thoughtful at all is to question much. Job’s questions are our questions: 

“Why do the wicked prosper and the innocent suffer?”  

Other questions, less momentous but no less persistent, linger at the corner of our awareness: 

Does the one I love also love me? What can I do with my life that will give me happiness and 

fulfillment? Will I have enough resources to live on in old age?  

And above all we wonder: Why must I suffer and die? Why must those I love suffer and die? 

At times these questions spin about us like a whirlwind. Job’s questions were like that, too, until 

finally, one day, Someone spoke to Job from the whirlwind: “Who is this that darkens counsel by 

words without knowledge? ... Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?” 

Job’s questions got answered with more questions. In asking Job these questions, God seemed to 

be saying that there is no answer to Job’s questions, or at least, there is no answer that Job can 

understand. The point of the Book of Job appears to be that there are some questions to which 

there are no answers, or no answers that the human mind can wrap itself around. That’s can be 

frustrating, especially to those of us who like to believe that any question can be answered, any 

problem solved, if we apply reason to it and study it and do research. 

So, is Job merely a rebuke to human reason, to the quest to make sense of life and answer 

unanswerable questions? Or does Job offer us some comfort in those sleepless nights when our 

mind just won’t stop asking questions? 

The answer of Job is more, much more, than the mere assertion that life’s big questions are 

unanswerable.  



Job got more than just a rebuke; he got God. And so do we. In the midst of the questions, in the 

midst of the whirlwind and turmoil, there is God. Just as surely as God came to Job, God comes 

to us. 

Furthermore, this God who came to Job and comes to us is a God who hears our questions and 

speaks to us. God doesn’t always answer our questions, for perhaps we do not even know enough 

to ask the right questions, much less to understand the answer. But this God who speaks in the 

midst of the whirlwind is a God who chooses to be in relationship to us. 

Consider another Biblical tale that we heard this morning. Jesus and the disciples boarded a 

fifteen-foot fishing boat to cross from west to east across the Sea of Galilee. It should have been 

a short, uneventful journey, but instead they encountered a fierce storm. The comparison to 

human life is irresistible.  

Job, too, had every reason to think that his journey across life’s sea would be uneventful, that 

he would grow old and die in prosperity, with the comfort of his wife and family around him. 

What more can any of us wish for?  

But storms arise. Like Job, the disciples asked, “Do you not care that we are perishing?” It is a 

question that we are bound to ask time and time again on life’s journey. 

Human life is lived under the sign of the question mark, and if that were the only sign over 

human life, we might well despair.  

However, the Christian faith asserts that there is another sign over human life: the Cross. For we 

have not only to do with the God who spoke out of a whirlwind and replied to Job’s 

unanswerable questions with more unanswerable questions. We have also to do with the God 

who spoke out of a whirlwind on the Sea of Galilee: “Peace! Be still!”  

In the tempest of questions that fly about us, God comes to speak peace. And when we ask the 

question that the disciples asked, “Who is this, that even wind and sea obey him?” there is an 

answer: He is the Crucifed and Risen Lord who is with us in the storm and the calm, on sea and 

on land, when we have all the answers and when we have nothing but questions. 

HYMN 354:  Come, living God, when least expected 

 

 Prayer: 

We give thanks for the constant presence of God in our lives – whether we see and recognize it 

or not; for the encouragement, strength, challenge and renewal that come to us day by day. 

We give thanks for the experiences of priests and prophets, judges and patriarchs, disciples and 

apostles,all those of whom we read in Scripture whose lives were changed by a new-found faith. 

We give thanks for the Chruch all all we share within it – through music and prayer, preaching 

and worship, mission and servcie. 

We give thanks for the natural created world – the people we meet, the sights we see, the 

sounds we hear andf the experiences we go through. 



We give thanks for the image of God in Jesus.  We see it in his life and work, hear it in his 

preaching and teaching, experience it in his death and resurrection, and feel it in his living 

presence. 

We give thanks for the Spirit of God within us, inspiring, comforting, teaching. 

 

And as we give thanks for God’s gifts, so we pray also for those for whom God seems far away, 

silent and powerless. 

We think of those known to us who are facing difficult times – battling with illness, wrestling 

with depression, anxious about the future, grieving for loved ones – those for whom life is a 

puzzle, even a burden, and who long to find hope and some way of making sense of their 

confusion. 

We think of those who feel far from God – burdened by doubt, overwhelmed by temptation, 

crushed by failure – those who want to know God, but who find it hard to see or hear God in the 

cruelty and conflict of the world; those who seek to serve but are weighed down by a sense of 

their own weakness, their lack of faith and their repeated mistakes. 

We think of those who seek guidance – who feel unsure of the way ahead, uncertain of their 

ability to face the future, unclear about what they should be doing or what their choices might 

be; all who are asking God to lead them forward, yet who still have no clear sense of their own 

calling. 

We think of the poor and the weak, the vulnerable and disadvantaged in society – those denied 

their rights, their dignity, their freedom, their livelihoods – all who long for a time when peace 

will be established, but who have given up believing it ever will be. 

 We know that there are many in the world crying out for help from God who seem to 

receive no response – some because they do not expect to receive any, some because they are 

not ready or willing to listen, some because they do not understand or recognise the voice of 

God when they hear it, but many genuinely and unrgently longing for an answer.  May they find 

what they seek, receive what they need, and may we be moved to speak the right words, do the 

right things, offer the right responses; listen, act, pray, speak and give at the appropriate times, 

that we may fulfil our small part  in God’s mission of bringing comfort and peace, hope and love.  

In Jesus’ name.  amen 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayers. loving God, which we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn  485:  Almighty Father of all things that be 

 

 Benediction 

 

Let us go into the world, confident in the knowledge of God’s steadfast love for us, assured of 

the healing touch of Jesus upon us and emboldened by the transforming power of the Holy Spirit 

within us.   

 



And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be wth each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


