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Call to Worship: 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and put a new and right spirit within me; 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

and do not take your holy spirit from me; 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 

What does the Lord require of you? 

To do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with our God. 

 

What does God command of us? 

To love God with all our heart, 

and all our soul, 

and all our mind, 

and all our strength, 

and to love our neighbour as ourselves. 

 

God does not call us to ease or to comfort. 

But to presence, and abundance, 

and grace in our struggle. 

Let us worship the God who believes in us, 

and trusts in us, and abides with us. 

Let us worship the God who will ask much of us, 

but will be beside us every step of the way. 

 

Prayer/Meditation:  

Let us take a moment to reflect on the days that have passed since last we met for worship.  

Have they been for us days of confidence or uncertainty?  a days of peace or stress?  days in 

whuch we have offered prayer? days when we have rejoiced in the company of family and 

friends?  days spent alone?  days that have refreshed and encouraged us us? days that have 

depressed or worried us?  days that have been different from any other?  days in which the 

pattern of our life has been unchanged?  days in which we have learnt something?  days in which 

we have helped someone?  days in which our faith has guided us? 

 We bring this day and all our past days with us as we worship; we bring days which have 

passed slowly in tedium and days which have flashed by; days which have been monotonous 

routine; and days that stand in our memories as highlights of our lives; days which have passed 

without note and days which have changed us for ever.  The sum of all our days past we bring 

with us; the total of all that we were and all that we have become we offer in worship, 



acknowledging that both we and our church are products of our past, yet called to face the 

future with hope and confidence in God’s love. 

 But for now we concentrate on the present, gathering together all the strands of the past 

that have brought us together, giving thanks for what is good, expressing sorrow for what is bad, 

celebrating what is successful and admitting failure. 

 And we look ahead to the future – to tomorrow and all the days to come – praying that 

the forgiveness we seek and receive in our worship here will release us to be changed where we 

need to be changed and affirmed where we need to stay the same; that the words we speak and 

hear and sing here today will in some way strengthen us to face the days that lie ahead, that our 

worship will fill us with the energy and commitment we need to live each day as a disciple of 

Jesus.  And may we find God in our worship this day; maybe not God as the prophets and kings 

and disciples encountered God in the Bible; maybe not God as we expect to find God, a Father, 

Judge and Saviour; but the God of our own experience, whatever that may be, whether a still 

small voice, a companion along the way or an eternal presence and power.  May we find our God 

– the God we glimpse in Jesus -  and may our God be with us during and beyond our worship that 

we may know our lives now and always are upheld and surrounded by love and bound together 

with the lives of all people on earth. 

We say the Lord’s Prayer together. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen 

 

Reading: Galatians 3:26-29 

 

Hymn 96   

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, 

morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided, 

great is they faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 

Reading:  Matthew 5:38-48 

 



Reflection:  

 If you ever visit the German capital Berlin, and I would recommend a visit when it again 

becomes safe to travel, then you will probably use the U-Bahn, the underground railway,and you 

will notice that many of the stations are decorated sometimes quite artistically to illustrate 

some feature of the local area.  If you arrive at Tegel airport, then it’s quite likely that the first 

U-Bahn station you will visit is Westhafen on the U9 underground line.  The walls there are 

decorated with small white tiles, each with a letter of the alphabet in black.  Although it al 

looks quite random – there’s no spaces or punctuation – it is actually the text of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. 

 If Paris is more to your taste, then go to the Metro station at Concorde, which is at the 

intersection of lines 1, 8 and 12, and on the line 12 platform you will see something similar 

(because it was installed by the same artist).  Obviously it’s in French instead of German, and 

instead of the International Declaration of Human Rights, it is the text of the French Declaration 

of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen of 1789. 

 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was produced by the United Nations in 1948, 

the French Declaration is a result of the French Revolution, and they are only two of many 

statements and declarations.   

 Another famous example might be the words, We hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.  

From the preamble to the United States Declaration of Independence.   

 All over the world, scores of nations have a written constitution which invariably includes 

a section on the rights of citizens, and they always include the right to life and liberty of all 

people. 

 Even such a dysfunctional state as Zimbabwe, in its constitution adopted in 2013, there 

are clauses headed ‘Right to Life’, ‘Right to Personal Liberty’, ‘Right to Human Dignity’ and 

‘Right to Personal Security’. 

 Many, if not most, nations, as well as the United Nations, have something similar, and 

they all have in common the fact that these rights are universal.  They say everyone has the 

right to life, everyone has the right to liberty.  Some of them may be based on a nation’s 

Christian heritage, but many of them are not, because it seems to be a natural human instinct, a 

truth that is self-evident, that all people have certain rights.  They purport to describe a reality, 

not an aspiration. 

 Yet it is easy to spot gaps between the intention and the reality.  If you read the 

Zimbabwe constitution, for example, you will find that all people have the right to life, but you 

will also find a list of crimes that incur the death penalty.  And if you compare the constitution 

with the actual behaviour of the Zimbabwean authorities, you will find that much of it is 

routinely ignored. 

 Is there a similar disconnect in Christianity between our understanding of the Kingdom of 

God, and they way we live our lives and express our faith.  We follow the example of scripture in 

talking about all things made new; we follow our understanding of Jesus’ teaching and example 

in working, praying and sometimes fighting for a new world in which there is true love, justice 

and peace.  We too believe it to be self-evident that all people are created equal and are 

endowed by their creator with certain rights, among which are life and liberty.  But we 

acknowledge that the world is not like that.  It behaves as if some are more valuable than 

others, and denies human rights to many.  So we seek to follow Jesus to the new world of God’s 

Kingdom. 

 And what is this new world to be like, and how is it to be achieved?  Well, first of all it is 

abundantly clear that the new world, the Kingdom, is open to all people.  Paul, in his letter to 



the Galatians says: ‘In Jesus Christ you are all children of God… there is no longer Jew or Greek, 

there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female, for all of you are one in 

Jesus Christ.  Paul takes what we might today describe as contrasting demographic groups, and 

suggests that in the Kingdom of God there is no difference between them.  We could do the 

same today with our contemporary demographic groups and say that, for all the differences of 

culture, tradition and understanding, we are – as they say in Scotland – ‘all Jock Tamson’s 

bairns’ or, in the saying attributed to Rosa Parks, there is ‘one race – the human race’. 

 And this brings us to one of the most difficult parts of the Christian faith, the question of 

being committed to people we don’t know.   

 

When we baptize a child into the community of the church, we ask the parents to promise to 

provide as safe and happy an environment as they are able; and we ourselves promise to open up 

this church community to the child and the family, and to be for them a wider family.  We take 

these vows very seriously, but we also take them fairly easily, because we are confident that we 

can fulfil them. 

 Our readings this morning from Galatians and from Matthew challenge us to make similar 

promises to include, support and nurture people and groups of people unknown to us and far 

away from us, who come from different backgrounds and cultures, yet who are part of the 

human family and whom we can help.  And – even more difficult – to offer our love to those we 

are afraid of, those who threaten us, those who are our enemies. 

 We are challenged to express the same concern and show the same love and make similar 

sacrifices on behalf of the world’s poorest and most needy.  As always Jesus is our example.  

Paul, in the well-known hymn from the letter to the Phillipians from which we read this morning 

describes Jesus as having emptied himself for the sake of the Kingdom of God, and suggests that 

this should be an example for all his followers: ‘do nothing from selfish ambition of conceit’ he 

says, ‘but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.’   It may be that Paul was slightly 

overstating his case, but we can certainly agree that all human life is precious, that none of us 

has any God-given right to a better more comfortable and safer life than someone in the slums 

of Rio or the rubble of Syria. 

 Sometimes we can be a little bit cynical when we see on television news reports of 

natural disaster, hurricane, drought, famine, poverty, starvation, thousands of displaced hungry 

people with nowhere to go and nothing to eat for whatever reason.  We see images of children 

with wide eyes and bulging stomachs who are too weak even to stand up. 

 And what do we think when we see such people?  Are they foreigners in a foreign land 

just having to cope with the circumstances they were born into?  Is it just a dreadful piece of 

bad luck for them?  Are they separated from us not just by distance, but by a cultural barrier 

that prevents us from seeing that they are really our family, suffering and starving? 

 It may be a blunt thing to say, and a very hard thing to accept for all of us, but if the 

words of the New Testament are true then it must be part of our Christian life to be committed 

not just to ourselves and our immediate families, but to our larger family, and to ask ourselves 

what we are doing for the cause of justice and the life of the Kingdom of God when we have so 

much and others have so little. 

 

HYMN 620 

For the healing of the nations, Lord, we pray with one accord; 

for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

Lead us, Father, into freedom; from despair your world release, 



that, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness fear will die and hope increase. 

 

All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan. 

In our common quest for justice may we hallow life’s brief span. 

 

You, Creator-God, have written your great name on humankind; 

for our growing in your likeness bring the life of Christ to mind; 

that by our response and service earth its destiny may find. 

 

 Prayer: 

We give thanks for all who, through the centuries, have striven for human freedom and human 

dignity. 

 

We give thanks for those who named and pioneered the rights of conscience and 

selfdetermination; 

For those who asserted the freedom of mind and intellect, who challenged ignorance and strove 

to bring education to everyone, 

 

For those who championed universal healthcare, who opposed exploitation in the workplace, 

 

For those who struggled, suffered and died to win us democracy, free speech and equality 

before the law, 

 

For those who fought against slavery, tyranny and oppressions of every kind, 

 

We give thanks for those who wrote the testaments of liberty: their speeches and their sermons, 

their books and declarations, which set forth the equal rights of all human 

beings. And we give thanks for those who claimed those rights. 

 

Loving God, 

give us a vision of our world as Your love would make it: 

 

a world where the weak are protected 

and none go hungry or poor; 

 

a world where the benefits of civilized life are shared, 

and everyone can enjoy them; 

 

a world where different races, nations and cultures 

live in tolerance and mutual respect, 

 

a world where peace is built with justice, 

and justice is guided by love; 

 

and give us the inspiration and courage to build it, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 



Hymn: 533 

Lord of good life, the hosts of the undying 

hail thee as conqueror on the heavenly field; 

so we on earth, to their great song replying, 

here to thy claim our earthly service yield. 

 

Take thou our strength, for thou hast proved the stronger, 

victor in wars our weakness never knew; 

take thou our love, for thou hast loved the longer; 

take thou our truth, for thou hast proved more true. 

 

Take thou our courage, for thy trumpets call us 

on where disciples shall new perils meet; 

take thou our fears that weaken and enthral us, 

tread them to dust beneath thy conquering feet. 

 

Glory to God, who now to us has given 

best of his gifts, the call to share his strife! 

Glory to God, who bids us fight for heaven 

here in the dust and joy of human life!  

 

 Benediction 

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high; where knowledge is free; 

Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic walls; 

Where words come out from the depth of truth; 

Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection; 

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way in the dreary desert sand of dead 

habit; 

Where the mind is led forward by Thee into ever-widening thought and action – 

Into that Kingdom of freedom, dear God, let our world awake. 

 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be wth each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


