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Call to Worship: 

In all our weakness and strength, 

with our youth-filled spirits and aging bodies, 

we come to be your people, O God. 

Strong in faith and eager with questions, 

singing our praise and whispering our prayers, 

we come to be your people, O God. 

Filled with saintly determination 

yet mindful of our human limitations, 

we come to be your people, O God. 

Made strong in your endless love for us, 

we know ourselves to be yours and 

we come to be your people, O God. 

May we truly become your people today. 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

Eternal God, 

our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

we praise you for the saints of all times and places 

who have walked the road of faith before us and beside us. 

For their witness to your love 

and their commitment to your justice, 

for their trust in your mercy regardless of the circumstance, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

God of all creation, 

we praise you for all your servants 

who have witnessed to your truth, 

who have shown us your love, 

who have inspired us to have hope. 

By their example of faith, hope, and love, 

remind us of your calling 

to join in making your new creation real 

in this world and the next. 

 

God of grace and peace, 

we praise you for women and men and children 

who reflect your love into our world. 

Guide us to continue their faithful work 



as we too walk in the light of your love. 

 

God of all saints, 

today we especially remember 

the saints from among this community 

who have departed our company over the past year. 

We thank you for the faithful witnesses of the past. 

for their courage amidst strife 

and their hope in the face of death. 

We remember so many other saints 

who have walked this road with us, 

whom we name before you aloud or in silence: 

Continue to inspire us by their faithful witness, 

that we too might join in bringing 

your justice, mercy, and peace to our world. 

 

Eternal God, 

as we walk this pilgrim way, 

make our faith firm, 

our hope clear, 

and our love pure, 

that we might join the saints of all the ages 

in praise eternal, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 

 

Hymn 496:   

Fight the good fight with all thy might; 

Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right; 

lay hold on life, and it shall be 

thy joy and crown eternally. 

 

Run the straight race through God’s good grace, 

lift up thine eyes, and seek his face; 

life with its way before us lies; 

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

 

Cast care aside; and on thy guide 

lean, and his mercy will provide; 

lean, and the trusting soul shall prove 

Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 

 



Faint not, nor fear, his arm is near; 

he changeth not, and thou art dear; 

only believe, and thou shalt see 

that Christ is all in all to thee. 

 

Reading: Matthew 16:13-19 

   

Reflection: 

 Tuesday of last week was the feast day of St Peter and St Paul, when those churches that 

regularly observe saints’ days remember the lives and the work of the first and greatest heroes 

of Christian leadership. 

 Certain characters in every field of human activity, outstanding achievers in sport, 

science, politics, medicine are held in hight esteem for the contributions they have made to 

human achievement. Certain characters from the history of the church stand out as having made 

a quite spectacular contribution to the church’s life in their own time, and they have come to be 

given a special place in the church’s history books as saints.. 

 It’s interesting to look, not just at what these kind of people achieved, but also at the 

kind of people they were.  For the veneration of saints and heroes, whether in the church or in 

sport or in any human activity, is a bit of a double-edged sword.  It is probably good that there 

are such examples of the right and the best way to do things, but often expectations of such 

people are so high that no-one else could live up to them. 

 So, on the feast day of St peter and St paul, the church remembers the first two heroes 

of the Christian community.  It remembers Peter as the chief among the disciples of Jesus.  He 

was the one who first recognised God in Jesus and said to him: ‘You are the Christ, Son of the 

Living God’.  And so Jesus is reported as conferring upon him the leadership of the Christian 

church and giving him the ‘keys to the kingdom’.  Peter was given the power of leadership over 

the first Christians and the authority to judge. 

 Some Bible scholars think - and may well be right - that this conversation was written 

into scripture at a later date to give some kind of scriptural authority for the structure that the 

church had developed in the century after Jesus’ death.  But regardless of that, the gospels 

make it quite clear that Peter, even before this ‘keys of the kingdom’ conversation, was the 

leader of the disciples and the one who was naturally placed to continue the work after Jesus 

had gone. 

 But what kind of person was he?  The gospel if full of stories of Peter failing to 

understand what was going on, getting the wrong end of the stick and saying the wrong thing.  

He was, after all just a fisherman, he had no training in theology and was not able to understand 

Jesus in the way the academic Pharisees could.  Yet he struggled along at Jesus’ coat-tails, 

absorbing everything that Jesus said, trying to work out in a kind of lumbering, slow-witted way 

the meaning of what Jesus was saying.  For above anything he believed Jesus and he loved him, 

and even though he came to a point where he felt he had to save his own skin by denying that he 

had ever met Jesus, that faith returned and became strong so that he was able to fulfil his 

calling to be the leader of the Christian community. 

 Paul was better educated than Peter.  He was a Pharisee; he had trained to be a rabbi 

and he saw Jesus as a threat to the Jewish faith.  So he gave up his career as a tent-maker to go 

on the road persecuting the Christians and trying to wipe them out altogether before thay could 

do any permanent damage to Judaism.  As we know he was spectacularly converted on the road 

to Damascus and changed overnight from a hater of the Christians to becoming their foremost 

champion. 



 Yet even in his Christian days, when he was being honoured and respected for his 

teaching by Christians throught the Mediterranean lands, he was still far from the perfect hero.  

We can see from his writings that he was a person of very low self-esteem.  He writes often 

about himself, and how he finds himself falling short of what he sees as Christian ideals; he says 

that he cannot control himself, that he does what he knows he should not do and does not do 

what he knows he should do; he thinks he is physically unattractive and he complains of some 

mysterious affliction that God has given him to keep him humble. 

 And his opinions of other people are little better.  He sees the world as an evil, decadent 

place, where good people are naturally inclined towards disobedience and sin; he portrays the 

Christian life as a battle, a struggle, a race in which there is always an enemy waiting to lead us 

all astray.  He has a very poor opinion of women, and though he may just be reflecting the 

standards of his own society, he has no hesitation in advising that women be subservient to their 

husbands and the leaders of the church.  His Christianity is sometimes severe and judgemental, 

and he has left the church with a kind of moral puritanism which does not originate with Jesus 

but which the church is still trying to shake off today. 

 To take the unkindest possible view, then, Peter was a confused, blundering country 

bumpkin who followed Jesus around with little idea of what was going on, he denied Jesus to 

save himself yet still became the first leader of the Christian church. 

 Paul was a troubled soul who didn’t seem to like his own life very much, and who tried to 

enforce certain lifestyles on his people in a way that Jesus never did.  Yet at the end of his life, 

in the second letter to Timothy, Paul, or someone writing on his behalf, says that he has done 

his best: ‘I have finished the race; I have kept the faith’. 

 From this very sketchy outline of the characters of Peter and Paul, we can see one thing.  

The life of a saint is not a life of perfection.  And perhaps, rather than concentraing on the great 

achievements of great Christians, we can get some kind of inspiration or reassurance from 

knowing that even the greatest of the saints were just people, with weaknesses and failings and 

doubts. 

 So when we hear the church referred to as it sometiomes is, as the community of saints 

on earth, we need not worry that we are to weak or doubtful of inadequate to be included, for 

just as Peter and Paul were imperfect, so we can be assured that we too have a place among 

God’s saints as we try day by day to live in a way that is faithful to the God we worship and 

trust. 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 484:   

We come unto our faithful God, the Rock of our salvation; 

the eternal arms, that sure abode, we make our habitation; 

we seek thee as thy saints have sought; 

we bring thee, Lord, the praise they brought, 

in every generation. 

 

The fire divine their steps that led still goeth bright before us; 

the heavenly shield around them spread is still uplifted o’er us; 

the grace those sinners that subdued, 

the strength those weaklings that renewed, 

doth vanquish, doth restore us. 

 

Their joy unto the Lord we bring; their song to us descendeth; 



the Spirit who in them did sing to us his music lendeth; 

his song in them, in us, is one; 

we raise it high, we send it on, - 

the song that never endeth. 

 

Ye saints to come, take up the strain, the same sweet theme endeavour; 

unbroken be the golden chain; keep on the song for ever; 

safe in the same dear dwelling-place, 

rich with the same eternal grace, 

bless the same boundless Giver. 

 

Sacrament of Communion: 

As Jesus shared meals with his friends long ago, so today we share this symbolic meal together. 

Separated by disctance but united by faith, we eat and drink in his memory; we remember his 

life, his words and relationships; and we give thanks to God that his Spirit is with us to the end 

of the age. 

 

 The table of bread and cup is now made ready.  It is our table, in our home; it is the 

table of Jesus and all who love him; it is an ordinary table, made holy by the presence of God’s 

Spirit; it is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself;  

it is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate. 

 So come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more; 

you who have shared this meal often and you who have not done so for a long time; you who 

have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him 

here. 

 

Let us hear the story of the Last Supper as told by the apostle Paul: 

 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and said, 

“this is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 In the same way he took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood.  Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For as often as you eat 

this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Loving God, through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer, which earth has given 

and human hands have made.  May we know your presence in the sharing of this bread, so that 

we may know your touch in all bread, all matter. 

We celebrate the life that Jesus has shared among his community through the centuries, and 

shares with us now.  Made one in Christ and one with each other, we offer these gifts of bread 

and cup and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice.   

And now we join with all your people in offering our prayer and praise… 

 

Hear us, O Christ, and breathe your Spirit upon us and upon this bread and cup.  May they 

become for us your body, vibrant with your life, healing, renewing and making us whole. 

And as the bread and cup which we now eat and drink are changed into us, may we again be 

changed into you, bone of your bone, flesh of your flesh, loving and caring in the world… 



 

The Lord Jesus, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks 

he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’  In the 

same way also he took the cup after supper saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  

Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’   

 

This bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. Take and eat, this is the 

body of Christ; do this in remembrance of him. 

 

This cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.  This cup is the new 

covenant in the blood of Christ; do this in remembrance of him. 

 

 

Prayer:  
For all we have heard, and for all we have seen: 

Thanks be to God 

 

For all we have received and the hope we have been given: 

Thanks be to God 

 

For signs of God’s presence here among us: 

Thanks be to God 

 

For peace and commitment which the world cannot destroy: 

Thanks be to God 

 

For the promise of love, now and forever: 

Thanks be to God 

 

God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Lord Jesus, 

To the weary and overburdened, 

You said, ‘Come to me, and I will give you rest.’ 

Calm our fears and anxieties, 

Sustain your church in faith, hope and love, 

Bring our world through its tumult, 

Grant wisdom to those with heavy responsibilities, 

And health and comfort to those who are sick. 

 

Spirit of healing and hope, 

give skill, sympathy and resilience 



to all who are caring for the sick, 

and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 

Strengthen them, 

that through their work health and strength may be restored; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayer, loving God, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Hymn 580:   

Lord, you give the great commission: "Heal the sick and preach the word." 

Lest the Church neglect its mission and the gospel go unheard, 

help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity; 

with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

 

Lord, you call us to your service: "In my name baptize and teach." 

That the world may trust your promise, life abundant meant for each, 

give us all new fervour, draw us closer in community; 

with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

 

Lord, you make the common holy: "This my body, this my blood." 

Let us all, for earth's true glory, daily lift life heavenward, 

asking that the world around us share your children's liberty; 

with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

 

Lord, you show us love's true measure: "Father, what they do, forgive." 

Yet we hoard as private treasure all that you so freely give. 

May your care and mercy lead us, to a just society; 

with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

 

Lord, you bless with words assuring: "I am with you to the end." 

Faith and hope and love restoring, may we serve as you intend, 

and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity; 

with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

 

Benediction 

Since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses, 

each of whom lived a life of faith in God, 

let us lay aside every weight that slows us down, 

especially the sin that so easily hinders our progress. 

and let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us, 

keeping our eyes on Jesus Christ, 

on whom our faith depends from start to finish. 

 

 



And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with each one of us and with all those love, today and for ever more.  Amen 

 

 

 

 


