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Call to Worship: 

Give glory to God, you powers of heaven! 

 Give Glory!  Honour God’s might! 

Honour the glorious name of God; 

 worship in splendour and holiness. 

Enthroned above the flood waters, 

 God reigns over all and for ever. 

Give strength to your people, Almighty God, 

 and give them the blessing of your peace. 

 

Creator Sprirt, wellspring of our lives, as the refreshing rain falls on the just and unjust alike 

 refresh us with your mercy, who knows our own injustice 

As the stream flows steadily on, defying all the odds of stone and water 

 flow over every boundary and border that separates us from each other. 

As the waters of our baptism washed us and welcomed us 

 renew us now in newness of life and unity of love. 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

We come to worship this morning to praise God for the wonder of all creation.  Yet sometimes 

when we come to understand the mechanics of the universe, when we know about the laws of 

physics and when we we hear the theories of modern cosmology, when we think about Big Bang 

and Evolution, when we are familiar with the fossil history of the planet and can trace the 

evolution of the human family… when we know all these things does the wonder go out of it for 

us?  Do we doubt the reality of the divine?  Do we wonder if there is any place for God in the 

real world? 

We come to worship this morning to offer our prayers to God.  Yet we can see by the nature of 

the world around us that our prayer seems to have no influence over events, that the power of 

coincidence seems as potent as prayer, that God is not manipulating people and events to suit 

our bidding, that the situations for which we pray often get worse instead of better, that the 

peace and reconciliation for which we pray seem less and less likely as time passes, that when 

we do get what we pray for it is through our own efforts, the co-operation of others, or lucky 

chance.  So what value is our prayer?  Does God ever intervene?  Is there any place for prayer in 

the real world? 

We come to worship this morning to know the comfort and strength of God’s love.  Yet 

sometimes we wonder if God truly loves a world filled with so much hatred and conflict where so 

many suffer in order to provide confort and prosperity for the few, where people are constantly 

killing one another, where the first priority for most people is themselves.  So does our 

conscience allow us to give thanks for God’s love when so many millions live lives that are bleak 

and loveless?  Is God’s love for some and not others? 



We come to worship this morning full of questions about thye world, about God, about 

ourselves;  we come, not to find all the answers, not to gain certainty and understanding of 

everything in all the universe, but to ask, to seek, to explore, to develop our faith so that the 

nature of Gos and the ways of the world might become a little clearer to us, and so that we 

might find our calling – that we might discover what it is that we can do to overcome the evil 

and cruelty in the world and make it a better place, not for ourselves but for all people.  In the 

quiet of this time of reflective worship, let us listen for the word of God and if we do not hear it 

go on listening – and if we do hear it work to transform ourselves and our church and our world 

that we may truly be part of God’s kingdom.  The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading: Luke 11:1-4 

Hymn 39:  (omit verses 3 and 6) 

All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing, 

alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, 

thou silver moon with softer gleam: 

 

O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 

ye clouds that sail in heaven along. 

O praise him, alleluia! 

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice; 

ye lights of evening, find a voice: 

 

O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Dear mother earth, who day by day 

unfoldest blessing on our way, 

O praise him, alleluia! 

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 

let them his glory also show: 

 

O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

All ye that are of tender heart, 

forgiving others, take your part, 

O sing ye, alleluia! 



Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

praise God, and on him cast your care: 

 

O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Let all things their creator bless, 

and worship him in humbleness; 

O praise him, alleluia! 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, Three in One: 

 

O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Reading: Matthew 6:7-18 

 

Reflection: 

One of the things we have to remember when we are reading the Bible is that we’re not reading 

it in the language it was written in.  That’s obvious, I suppose, but translation is a tricky thing.  

Inevitably, in the very act of translation, words are interpreted, because every language has 

words which have subtly different meanings, and many languages have several words for the 

same thing.  For example, if you think about the word ‘journey’.  It means to go somewhere.  

We talk about going on a journey.  We also talk about going on a trip.  We can also talk about 

going on a pilgrimage.  We could also go on an excursion, a voyage, a trek, a safari, an 

expedition.  All of them have the same basic meaning of going somewhere, but each has its own 

specific secondary meaning which has something to do with the purpose of the journey – a trip is 

often for pleasure, while an expedition is to find or discover or achieve something.  Yet it’s not 

even as simple as that, because we hear people saying that they’re taking a trip to the shops, 

but we also hear people saying they’re going on a shopping expedition.  So the meanings of such 

similar words is not always clear to us in our own language; we can see how easy it would be to 

lose some of the shades of meaning if our journey to the shops was translated into French or 

German.  The translator would have to decide whether we were going for business or pleasure, 

and use an appropriate word.  Every time words are translated from one language to another, a 

process of interpretation has to go on, and there is always the likelihood that some of the 

meaning will be lost. 

 Jesus taught his followers in Aramaic, a dialect of Hebrew.  His words were then 

translated by the evangelists into Greek.  The Greek was then translated into English to produce 

the texts we use today.  Given that Jesus words have undergone two translations, and that texts 

have been copied by hand over centuries, with all the potential for error that entails, we can 

see the potential for the distortion of Jesus’ original words quite easily.  Indeed, we can see 

that distortion quite clearly in the gospels themselves.  We read this morning both versions of 

the Lord’s Prayer, Matthew’s and Luke’s.  In the translation we used, the New International 

Version, they are slightly different.  In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus says ‘Forgive us our debts as we 

also have forgiven our debtors’; in Luke’s version, Jesus says ‘Forgive us our sins for we also 

forgive everyone who sins against us.’  One uses debts, the other uses sins.  And just to confuse 

the issue further, Luke’s version is sometimes translated using the word trespasses. This is not 

just a feature of the English translation; the Greek from which it comes is also different.  This is 

not because Jesus gave two different version of the Lord’s Prayer at different times,  but 



because Matthew and Luke, faced with writing their own versions, used words which they 

believed to be the closest to those which Jesus had spoken, and which were most 

understandable by the people who would be reading their gospels. 

 It seems a little odd, perhaps, that three words with meanings so different as debts, 

trespasses and sins, are still currently in general use in worship.  Most churches in this country 

seem to use the ‘trespasses’ version, but if you visit any reformed church in Scotland, you wil 

use the ‘debts’ version, while the ‘sins’ version is common in more modern translations of the 

Lord’s Prayer, used more and more widely in churches of all denominations. 

 Debts, of course, are not sinful; they are something outstanding – often money – owed to 

someone.  But in the context of the Lord’s Prayer we are talking about debts to God, and this 

puts us the the arena of debts that are unpayable, like the debts of Third World Nations to the 

West.  Just as we campaign to have the governments of the West forgive the unpayable debts of 

the poorest nations, so we pray in the Lord’s Prayer that the unpayable debt of God’s love and 

goodness be forgiven us, for we too are unable to pay. 

 The Greek word for ‘trespass’ has the connotation of stumbling or blundering or making a 

mistake.  It is about falling short or failing to live up to expectation.  And it is for those things 

too that we seek forgiveness.  Our lives as Christians both in worship and in our daily lives in a 

secular society are a pilgrimage of exploration, of seeking insights and truths into what it means 

to be a community of faith.  Inevitably we we will from time to time take a wrong direction, 

blunder off the wrong way or fail to live up to our own standards.  For those trespasses we seek 

forgiveness. 

 We may note that neither of the two words ‘debt’ and ‘trespass’ give much of a hint of 

wilful wrongdoing, though ‘trespass’ may come closest.  The Lord’s Prayer in its earliest version, 

Matthew’s, would seem to acknowledge that much of what we need forgiving for is outwith our 

direct control.  We are indebted to God for all we have and all we are, yet we still keep making 

mistakes. 

 Of course we do seek forgiveness too for those things we deliberately do wrong, or 

neglect to do – for our ‘sins’.  But it would  seem to be in the spirit of the Lord’s Prayer not to 

use the word ‘sins’ and thus obscure the image of a people acknowledging their debt and doing 

their best to serve a God whose love overlooks the debt and forgives the mistakes. 

 

But there’s a word of warning about forgiveness in the Lord’s Prayer.  ‘Forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.’  Elsewhere in the gospel, Jesus has a converstaion 

with Peter in which he he suggests that Peter’s forgiveness of anyone who wrongs him should be 

effectively limitless – seventy times seven.  Here in the Lord’s Prayer, he is showing the 

practical application of that. 

It might seem at first sight that the implication is that God will only forgive us as much as we 

forgive others, but that would seem to go against everything alse Jesus says about God.  Stories 

like the parable of the Prodigal Son, the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin seem to suggest that 

God’s love and forgiveness are not conditional and that God’s love is so great that we can be 

forgiven form anything regardless of how we offer forgiveness to others.  So Jesus probably isn’t 

saying that we can only be forgiven if we forgive. 

He is perhaps saying that we are entitled to ask only for the same forgiveness that we are 

prepared to offer to others.  So the Lord’s Prayer suddenly becomes more than just a prayer but 

a challenge as well.  Not just instruction on how to pray, but a lesson in life as well.  For now, 

every time the disciples are called upon to forgive, every time they have the decision to make of 

whether to forgive or to seek revenge or punishment, they have this lesson at the back of their 

minds:  ‘Forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.’ 



Someone insults them, steals from them, hurts them in some way.  They can call for punishment 

– for the justice of the world – or they can think to themselves,  ‘How can I ask God’s forgiveness 

for my mistakes when I cannot myself forgive this?’ 

 I’m sure we can all recall times when we have failed to forgive when we should, when we 

have held a grudge rather than offering a fresh start.  We can all think of people who have upset 

or offended us over the years  and whom we have found it very difficult or even impossible to 

forgive.  Jesus’ question comes to each of us: can we reasonably seek forgiveness for our faults 

if we have ourselves refused forgiveness? 

 Sometimes we might feel that the answer can be yes.  We may feel that we have been 

justified in witholding our forgiveness because a crime or wrongdoing committed against us has 

been greater that we would ever inflict on someone else.  We might feel comfortable seeking 

forgiveness for ourselves while refusing it to someone else.  That is a decision we make for 

ourselves.  But the challenge posed by the Lord’s Prayer nonetheless confronts us every day in 

our dealings with other people.  To seek to be forgiven as we forgive; to be accepted as we 

accept others; to be loved as we love. 

 

 

HYMN 84 

‘Forgive our sins as we forgive’, 

you taught us, Lord, to pray, 

but you alone can grant us grace 

to live the words we say. 

 

How can your pardon reach and bless 

the unforgiving heart 

that broods on wrongs and will not let 

old bitterness depart? 

 

In blazing light your Cross reveals 

the truth we dimly knew: 

what trivial debts are owed to us, 

how great our debt to you! 

 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

and bid resentment cease. 

Then, bound to all in bonds of love, 

our lives will spread your peace. 

   

Prayer: 

Loving God, we give thanks for all we have – our homes, our food, our clothing, our modern 

appliances, our public amenities, our opportunities for education, our access to healthcare, the 

confidence and security to travel where we like in safety.  And we acknowledge our feelings of 

discomfort and guilt when when we realise how many people in the world are denied these 

benefits that we take for granted. 

We pray for those who have no homes, living as refugess, or living rough on our streets.  We pray 

for those who live in inadequate housing, the shacks and huts of shanty towns or in bed and 

breakfast accommodation because there is nowhere else for them to go.  We pray for those who 

have no food, their crops have failed, theor economies burdened by debt, their labours not fairly 

rewarded.  We pray for those who have no fresh water, daily facing the threat of disease and 



the nightmare of drought, and for those who have no resources, condemned to a life of poverty 

with no relief, no opportunity to help themselves. We pray for those who have no acces to 

education, to a health service or a welfare system, no-one to turn to for help or support. 

And we pray for those for whom this last week has brough tragedy and disaster, those whose 

lives have been thrown into turmoil, and those whose lives have been ended by the actions of 

others.   

We pray for politicians and diplomats, and all those who have it in their power to make a 

difference.  May they listen to the voices of those who cry out for justice; may they know the 

value of all human life; and may they bring about a fair sharing of all the world’s resources that 

hunger and poverty may disappear for ever. 

We believe that God is in the midst of suffering and devastation as much as in praise and 

rejoicing; may the faith and hope of those who suffer carry them through this tragedy; and may 

the prayers of ourselves and others be a comfort to them and an inspiration to us to continue our 

struggle for peace and healing.  

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Ou prayers we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn 107 

The love of God comes close 

where stands an open door, 

to let the stranger in, 

to mingle rich and poor. 

The love of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the love of God is here to stay. 

 

 The peace of God comes close 

to those caught in the storm, 

forgoing lives of ease 

to ease the lives forlorn. 

The peace of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the peace of God is here to stay. 

 

 The joy of God comes close 

where faith encounters fears, 

where heights and depths of life 

are found through smiles and tears. 

The joy of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the joy of God is here to stay. 

 

 The grace of God comes close 

to those whose grace is spent, 

when hearts are tired or sore 

and hope is bruised and bent. 



The grace of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the grace of God is here to stay. 

 

 The Son of God comes close 

where people praise his name, 

where bread and wine are blest 

and shared as when he came. 

The Son of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way; 

the Son of God is here to stay. 

 

 

Benediction 

Eternal light shine in our hearts. 

Eternal goodness deliver us from evil. 

Eternal power be our support. 

Eternal wisdom scatter the darkness of our ignorance. 

Eternal pity have mercy on us 

that with all our heart and mind 

and soul and strength we may seek Your face 

and be brought by Your infinite mercy into Your holy presence 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be wth each one of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


