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Welcome to worship for Sunday 3rd October 2021.  Our worship today includes the sacrament of 

Hloy Communion and as always you are warmly invited to take part.  Please provide yourself 

with some bread and a little wine, or a cracker and some fruit juice or anything that can 

symbolise for you the body and blood of Jesus. 

 

 

Call to Worship: 

We offer our worship today in different places. 

O God, do not be far from us. 

We offer our worship this morning for different reasons. 

O God, do not be far from us. 

We experience the presence of the Spirit in different ways. 

O God, do not be far from us. 

We hear Jesus’ words with different ears. 

O God, do not be far from us. 

“Deny yourselves.” 

O God, do not be far from us. 

“Take up your cross.” 

O God, do not be far from us. 

“Follow me.” 

O God, 

we thank you for drawing near to us 

in this place, 

in our lives. 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

O God, you are the gathering one  

who calls us into community  

with each other  

even as we are apart 

to love and work,  

to support and heal. 

 

You are the gathering one  

who calls us into community  

with all people;  

to bring justice and hope,  

freedom and truth. 

 



You are the gathering one  

who calls us into community  

with the whole creation;  

to live in harmony,  

to cherish and renew. 

 

Let us worship the God  

who makes us one. 

 

God of grace, 

together we turn to you in prayer, 

for it is you who unite us: 

you are the one God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – 

in whom we believe, 

you alone empower us for good, 

you send us out across the earth 

in mission and service in the name of Christ. 

 

We confess before you and all people: 

We have been unworthy servants. 

We have misused and abused the creation. 

We have wounded one another by divisions everywhere. 

We have often failed to take decisive action 

against environmental destruction, poverty, racism, 

caste-ism, war and genocide. 

We are not only victims but also perpetrators of violence. 

 

In all this, we have fallen short as disciples of Jesus Christ 

who in his incarnation came to save us and teach us how to love. 

Forgive us, God, and teach us to forgive one another. 

 

God, in your grace, transform the world. 

 

God, hear the cries of all creation, 

the cries of the waters, the air, the land and all living things; 

the cries of all who are exploited, marginalized, abused and victimized, 

all who are dispossessed and silenced, their humanity ignored, 

all who suffer from any form of disease, from war 

and from the crimes of the arrogant 

who hide from the truth, distort memory 

and deny the possibility of reconciliation. 

God, guide all in seats of authority 

towards decisions of moral integrity. 

 

God, in your grace, transform the world. 

 

We give thanks for your blessings and signs of hope 

that are already present in the world, 

in people of all ages and in those who have gone before us in faith; 



in movements to overcome violence in all its forms, 

not just for a decade but for always; 

in the deep and open dialogues that have begun 

both within our own churches and with those of other faiths 

in the search for mutual understanding and respect; 

in all those working together for justice and peace – 

both in exceptional circumstances and every day. 

We thank you for the good news of Jesus Christ, 

and the assurance of resurrection. 

 

God, in your grace, transform the world. 

 

By the power and guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, 

may our prayers never be empty words 

but an urgent response to your living Word – 

in non-violent direct action for positive change, 

in bold, clear, specific acts of solidarity, 

liberation, healing and compassion, 

readily sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

Open our hearts to love 

and to see that all people are made in your image, 

to care for creation and affirm life in all its wondrous diversity. 

Transform us in the offering of ourselves 

so that we may be your partners in transformation 

to strive for the full, visible unity 

of the one Church of Jesus Christ, 

to become neighbours to all, 

as we await with eager longing 

the full revelation of your rule 

in the coming of a new heaven and a new earth. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Galatians 6:1-10 

 

Hymn 543   

Lead us , Heavenly Father, lead us 

o’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 

for we have no help but thee; 

yet possessing every blessing 

if our God our Father be. 

 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us; 



all our weakness thou dost know, 

thou didst tread this earth before us, 

thou didst feel its keenest woe; 

lone and dreary, faint and weary, 

through the desert thou didst go. 

 

Spirit of our God, descending, 

fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 

love with every passion blending, 

pleasure that can never cloy: 

thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

nothing can our peace destroy. 

 

Reading:  Matthew 6:7-13 

   

Reflection: 

 We come at last to the final episode in the Lord’s Prayer series, and to what is perhaps 

one of the most obscure and difficult parts of it.  ‘Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil’.  The ‘deliver us from evil’ part is fairly straightforward, but ‘lead us not into 

temptation’ raises two difficult questions.  Firstly, what does temptation mean?  In our language 

temptation is generally nothing very serious.  The word sometimes appears in the names of 

confectionary products, and that’s about the level we see it.  We are tempted to buy things we 

cannot justifiably afford, we are tempted to indulge in salty snacks that fall beyond the 

perimeter of our diet plan, we are tempted by the prospect of a new car or a weekend in Paris.  

No doubt the members of Jesus’ audience were faced with equivalent temptations, but surely 

those are not what Jesus is referring to when he suggests that temptation should be part of our 

prayer.  The temptation of which he speaks must be something far worse than that.  It is the 

only negative request in the Lord’s Prayer; all the others are asking for something positive: give 

us our daily bread, forgive our sins.  But to ask God specifically not to do something must be a 

very serious thing indeed. 

 But that raises the other difficulty.  Is there really any thought in our minds that God 

might lead us into temptation?  The letter of James specifically believed that God did not lead 

people into temptation.  Chapter one at verse thirteen says: ‘No-one, when tempted should say, 

“I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil and he himself tempts so-one.’ 

 The letter of James, and Paul in Galatians from which we read, suggest strongly that the 

battle against temptation is a personal one which we win or lose by our own willpower – that it 

is emphatically not God who puts temptation in our way. 

 Wherever we find scripture to be contradictory, the only way we can shed light is to ask 

what accords with our understanding of the Kingdom of God, and what just feels right to us 

against the background of our experience of living in the world and in the Christian community.  

And so we are forced to say that it is not our experience of the God of Love that God could 

willfully tempt people to wrongdoing of any kind.  Whatever Jesus meant by ‘lead us not into 

temptation’ it must have been something different. 

 We can only speculate, but the Bible background presents us with a few clues.  Some 

modern translations do not say ‘lead us not into temptation’, they say something like ‘do not 

bring us to the time of trial’.  And this, though the difference may seem slight, may give us a 

hint. 

 We remember, I’m sure, that the gospel of Matthew is the most Jewish of the gospels, 

and that Matthew deliberately constructs the events of Jesus life to parallel the history of the 



people of Israel.  Jesus escaped the slaughter of young children, as Moses had done; Jesus and 

his parents had fled to Egypt, as the sons of Jacob had done; Jesus had been inducted into his 

ministry at his baptism in the waters of the Jordan as the Israelites had thrown themselves on 

God’s providence as they crossed the Red Sea; the Israelites had wandered forty years in the 

wilderness as Jesus had spent forty days in the desert; and now Matthew portrays Jesus as 

preaching the new word of God’s Kingdom from a mountaintop as Moses had brought down the 

Law.  These parallels would not have been lost on Matthew’s readers, and so when Jesus said, 

‘do not bring us to the time of trial’ there may have come into the minds of those who were 

listening the image of God leading his people through the wilderness on their way to the 

promised land and coming eventually to a place that they called Massah and Meribah.   It was the 

place where the relationship between God and the people turned sour. 

 God provided them with their daily bread; God provided them with water enough for 

each day, but the people were not satisfied.  They wanted to know for sure that God was going 

to keep on looking after them and feeding them.  They did not trust God and they did not trust 

Moses, and although the story goes that God remained faithful and provided for all their needs, 

there was a great deal of ill-feeling.  ‘We are hungry’, they complained, ‘and we are thirsty’.  

And despite Moses’ reassurances that God was with them, they continued to argue and to try to 

test God.  Moses, who was heartliy sick of the people by this time, called the place Massah and 

Meribah.  Meribah means ‘quarrel’ and Massah means, ‘place of testing’. 

 In the Old Testament literature, Massah became the defining point of the wilderness 

experience.  It introduced a mutual suspicion between God and the people of God, a suspicion 

that remained for the rest of Israel’s history, and we can read about Massah in other Old 

Testament books including a number of Psalms.  God testing the people to see if they would 

remain faithful – they usually didn’t – and the people testing God to see if they were still being 

looked after – they always were.  The book of Job is one big Massah experience. 

 Jesus, according to Matthew, had experienced his own Massah, his own place of testing.  

On his journey through the wilderness he had been hungry and thirsty, but there had been with 

him no arguing with God, no  complaints, no testing God’s love.  He had behaved quite unlike 

the people of Israel, and had confirmed in his own experience the love of God.  So he asks his 

disciples to pray, ‘Don’t lead us to Massah.  In other words, ask God to prevent a repitition of 

the experience of Israel in the wilderness when they lost faith in God’s care for them and God 

suspected them of being disobedient and ungrateful. 

 So this clause of the Lord’s Prayer is one for which the more modern translations might 

be more accurate.  ‘Do not bring us to the time of trial’ is a prayer asking that we ourselves 

might remain faithful; that we might accept and believe the promises of God’s love, and not be 

tempted to test God by asking for more than we need, nor complain and argue with God if things 

don’t go the way we think they should.  And it’s a prayer to God asking that we not be tested.  

And implict within that is our promise to remain faithful and not to behave as the Israelites did, 

quarreling with God and testing God’s love. 

 And finally and most simply it’s saying, ‘lead us where you will, God, but please don’t 

bring us to Massah – to a place where we begin to fall out of love with each other.’ 

 For to be out of love with God, to stray from all we believe Jesus has taught us about 

God’s kingdom, to ignore the voice of the Spirit in our lives and in our church, to have first 

accepted and rejoiced in the truth of the gospel and then turn away because it doesn’t suit us, 

to live in utter selfishness apart from God, all that would be evil.  And as our last word on the 

Lord’s Prayer says:  ‘Deliver us from evil; for Thine is the Kingdom.’ 

 

 

 



Hymn  447   

I come with joy to meet my Lord, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

in awe and wonder to recall 

his life laid down for me. 

 

I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ’s communion bread. 

 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends. 

 

And thus with joy we meet our Lord, 

his presence, always near, 

is in such friendship better known: 

we see, and praise him here. 

 

Together me, together bound, 

we’ll go our different ways,  

and as his people in the world 

we’ll live and speak his praise. 

 

Sacrament of Communion: 

As Jesus shared meals with his friends long ago, so today we share this symbolic meal together. 

Separated by disctance but united by faith, we eat and drink in his memory; we remember his 

life, his words and relationships; and we give thanks to God that his Spirit is with us to the end 

of the age. 

 

 The table of bread and cup is now made ready.  It is our table, in our home; it is the 

table of Jesus and all who love him; it is an ordinary table, made holy by the presence of God’s 

Spirit; it is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself;  

it is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate. 

 So come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more; 

you who have shared this meal often and you who have not done so for a long time; you who 

have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed; come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him 

here. 

 

Let us hear the story of the Last Supper as told by the apostle Paul: 

 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and said, 

“this is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 In the same way he took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood.  Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For as often as you eat 

this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



 

Let us pray. 

 

Loving God, through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer, which earth has given 

and human hands have made.  May we know your presence in the sharing of this bread, so that 

we may know your touch in all bread, all matter. 

We celebrate the life that Jesus has shared among his community through the centuries, and 

shares with us now.  Made one in Christ and one with each other, we offer these gifts of bread 

and cup and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice.   

And now we join with all your people in offering our prayer and praise… 

 

Hear us, O Christ, and breathe your Spirit upon us and upon this bread and cup.  May they 

become for us your body, vibrant with your life, healing, renewing and making us whole. 

And as the bread and cup which we now eat and drink are changed into us, may we again be 

changed into you, bone of your bone, flesh of your flesh, loving and caring in the world… 

 

The Lord Jesus, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks 

he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’  In the 

same way also he took the cup after supper saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  

Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’   

 

This bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. Take and eat, this is the 

body of Christ; do this in remembrance of him. 

 

This cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.  This cup is the new 

covenant in the blood of Christ; do this in remembrance of him. 

 

 

Prayer:  
Compassionate God, 

we pray for vulnerable people all over this world, 

people without power 

who live in places of terror and violence, fear and oppression. 

 

Protect them, God; 

we feel so powerless ourselves to help them. 

Encourage and empower us to work 

for peace and freedom from fear in our own contexts. 

 

God of grace, 

we pray for those whose lives have been turned upside down 

by various disasters: floods, fire and drought-driven famine. 

Bring courage and hope to them; 

through their pain, may they remain connected to you in prayer. 

 

We pray for those say there is no God; 

may we through the living of our own lives 

demonstrate the joy and peace of a Spirit-centred existence. 

 



God of community, 

we pray for our own congregation; 

may we be a source of hope for our neighbourhood. 

 

Help us to discern needs and work to fulfill them. 

Strengthen and unify our congregation 

and show us how we can be the disciples you envision us to be. 

Return the sick to health and well-being 

and relieve the suffering of those who have lost loved ones, 

are unable to find meaningful employment 

and fear the challenges of old age. 

 

Guide us, Great Shepherd, 

into your paths of right relationships. 

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayer, loving God, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Hymn 642   

We utter our cry; that peace may prevail! 

that earth will survive and faith must not fail. 

We pray with our life for the world in our care, 

for people diminished by doubt and despair. 

 

We cry from the fright of our daily scene 

for strength to say ‘No’ to all that is mean: 

designs bearing chaos, extinction of life, 

all energy wasted on weapons of death. 

 

We lift up our hearts for children unborn: 

give wisdom, O God, that we may hand on, 

replenished and tended, this good planet earth, 

preserving the future and wonder of birth. 

 

Creator of life, come, share out, we pray, 

your Spirit on earth, revealing the Way 

to leaders conferring round tables for peace; 

that they may from bias and guile be released. 

 

Come with us, Lord-Love, in protest and march, 

and help us to fire with passion your Church, 

to match all our statements and lofty resolve 

with fervent commitment in action involved. 

 

Whatever the ill or pressure we face, 

Lord, hearten and heal, give insight and grace 

to think and make peace with each heartbeat and breath, 



choose Christ before Caesar and life before death! 

 

 Benediction 

May we always walk gently upon the Earth, 

in right relationship, 

nurtured by your love, 

open to the wind of the Spirit, 

taking only what we need, 

always open to the needs of others, 

making choices that bring wellbeing, 

living with generosity, 

striving for justice, 

honouring all with reverence, 

reconciling and peacemaking, 

mindful of those who will come after, 

recognising our proper place as part of your creation. 

 

Grant us the strength and courage, Lord, 

for such a transformation into your Kingdom. 

 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with each one of us and with all those love, today and for ever more.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


