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Call to Worship: 

Jesus said:  I am the light of the world. 

 The light of Christ drives out the dark. 

I am the way, the truth, the life. 

 The way of Christ has brought true hope. 

I am the resurrection and the life. 

 The power of death is broken. 

I am the bread of life. 

 The hungry are fed and filled. 

I am the true vine. 

 Jesus’ life becomes our life. 

I am the good shepherd. 

 Jesus guides and leads us. 

  

Praise be to the Lord, 

 for he has heard my cry for mercy. 

The Lord is my strength and my shield: 

 my heart trusts in him, and I am helped. 

My heart leaps for joy 

 and  I will give thanks to him in song. 

 

  

Prayer/Meditation: 

Throughout the centuries people of faith have been seeking God, interpreting the clues and signs 

in the world around them, and putting their faith in the unseen.  They have heard the voice of 

God and seen the Spirit of God in their lives and in the lives of others, in their relationships and 

in the changing events and circumstances of every day. 

Now we come with all God’s people together to listen for God’s voice and to open our eyes and 

our minds to receive the spirit.  We come in response to God’s call to offer our worship, to 

express our thanks, to make our confession and to offer our lives.  We come seeking strength 

and guidance, looking for  renewal of body and mind, and exploring ways of serving God’s 

kingdom day by day. 

May our worship today contain something that each of us can take away, whatever may be our 

specific need at this time: reassurance, comfort, companionship, inspiration or challenge; and 

may our worship not just be an empty outward gesture, a matter of routine or duty, but may it 

change us and motivate us to express our faith, not by our churchgoing or by the superficial rules 

of language and behaviour we sometimes impose on ourselves in the belief that they make us 

better people, but by lives lived as followers of Jesus, obedient to his teaching, loving in our 

relations with others, open in our acceptance of those who are different from us, forgiving of 

those who wrong us, and ready always to make service of God’s kingdom our first and highest 

priority.  



When we consider who we are and how our lives have been blessed, we should be filled with 

thankfulness.  For, even when we suffer tragedy and disaster, we have the love and support of 

those around us.  Even when we are unable to afford all we want, we have all we need.  Even 

when we suffer sickness and disease, we have available for us the care and skill of those who 

can heal and comfort.  Even when we have doubts about the reality and truth of our Christian 

faith, we have around us the sustaining of the community of the Church.  Even when we are 

worried and concerned about what the future may hold for us, we are assured by the promise 

that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God. 

So our lives should be filled with thankfulness and celebration of the basic goodness of life, yet 

often we lose our sense of privilege and wonder, we take for granted the things that others can 

only dream of,  we complain about the trivial and forget the need of others, we give our love 

freely to family and friends, and ration it to others. 

So we confess that we have not always appreciated what we have, that we have been slow to 

say thank you and quick to ask for more, dissatisfied with what we have yet wasteful of what we 

have been given. 

May we find forgiveness and renewal through the presence of the Holy Spirit and may our 

relationship with God and with other people be restored and strengthened that we may worship 

and give thanks every day not just in words, but through all that we are.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

 

Reading:  James 2:14-26  

 

Hymn  102 

Praise the Lord, his glories show, Alleluia! 

saints within his courts below, Alleluia! 

angels round his throne above, Alleluia! 

all that see and share his love. Alleluia! 

 

Earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 

tell his wonders, sing his worth; Alleluia! 

age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 

praise him, praise him evermore! Alleluia! 

 

Praise the Lord, his mercies trace; Alleluia! 

praise his providence and grace, Alleluia! 

all that he for us has done, Alleluia! 

all he sends us through his Son. Alleluia! 

 

Strings and voices, hands and hearts, Alleluia! 

in the concert play your parts; Alleluia! 

all that breathe, your Lord adore, Alleluia! 

praise him, praise him evermore! Alleluia! 

 



Reading:  Matthew 7:15-29  

   

Reflection: 

In the letter of James we read these words: ‘faith without works is dead’.  According to James it 

is not possible to have any kind of living or effective faith unless that faith is demonstrated by 

our actions.  That seems quite acceptable and quite logical.   

 For example, it might be argued that doing good works must be an indication of faith, 

and that if we want to be known as good Christians, then all we have to do is behave in a certain 

way – say, support the church generously and give to charity.  And it might be possible to go 

even further in the argument and say that it is through doing good things that we actually come 

to have faith; that our relationship with God and with the Church and with one another is 

defined not by what we believe but by what we do. 

 But  this could be a dangerous line of argument; for one thing it could be seen to imply 

that Chrsitianity has a monopoly on good works, or that only a Christian’s good works are of any 

value, and it is small wonder then that the letter James had such a struggle to be included in 

the New Testament.  It was one of the last books to be accepted – it didn’t become part of the 

Bible until the fourth century AD – and even then it was treated with suspicion by scholars, 

among them the Reformer Martin Luther in the 16th century. 

 Luther was an unhappy monk whose life was changed when he studied the letter of Paul 

to the Romans and discovered the doctrine of justification by faith alone.  For Luther, following 

and developing Paul’s arguments, no amount of good works could bring him the peace of a right 

relationship with God; for Luther, only a total dependence on God’s grace, a complete admission 

of his human weakness and fallibility and a meek acceptance of God’s forgiveness, could bring 

him into righteousness.  ‘The just shall live by faith,’ Paul had said.  ‘The just shall live by faith 

alone,’ said Luther. 

 So Luther, of course, was no fan of the epistle of James.  For him, James seemed to be 

trying to teach a message that was contrary to Paul’s.  Paul, in chapter 4 of the letter to the 

Romans had used the example of Abraham’s faith to make the point that it was faith and not 

works that had brought God’s blessing upon him and his descendents.  James had the audacity, 

as Luther would have seen it, to use the very same  example to make the opposite point, that 

Abraham’s faith was only proved by his willingness to act upon it. 

 It seems, then, that in the New Testament we have two different authors saying 

completely opposite things.  James says, ‘Faith without works is dead’ (chapter 2 v26), and Paul 

says, ‘We hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works…’ (Romans 3:28). 

 So let’s have a look and see if Jesus had anything to say. 

 These are two passages of particular interest, the first being the verses we read this 

morning from the gospel according to Matthew.  Here Jesus seems to be quite clear: ‘Not 

everyone who says, Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the 

will of my father.’  This seems to be quite clearly on the side of the letter of James.  People are 

known by their fruits.  A person’s commitment to the kingdom of God can be judged not by what 

they say but by what they do.  So, from Jesus, a point in favour of James. 

 But on the other hand, Jesus is extremely critical of those who set too great a store by 

good works.  Also in the gospel according to Matthew, we find Jesus saying these words, 

‘Whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others.  But when you give alms, 

do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in 

secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.’ 

 In these words of Jesus, we can perhaps begin to come to a resolution of the faith/works 

debate, because Jesus seems to be making a distinction between different ways of doing good 



works.  By broadcasting their good works and making sure that everyone knows about them, the 

hypocrites Jesus speaks of are putting a superficial gloss on their faith, living and giving and 

serving and praying in a very public way, so that everyone will know what generous people they 

are. 

 This is just the kind of thing that Luther was so opposed to.  He believed that such 

superficial posturings were less than skin deep, and that no real relationship with God could be 

enjoyed until all the unnecessary extras and additions such as obedience to rules and laws, or 

the public display of charity, were abandoned in favour of a purer faith that depended on God’s 

grace alone.  No reward is to be gained by indulging in Christian acts of goodness, if they are not 

supported by a strong faith in God. 

 So Jesus seems to be saying that faith and works go hand in hand, and that the good 

works must not be showy and flamboyant.  ‘Beware of practising your piety before others in 

order to be seen by them’, but, ‘strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness’. 

 There is one more place we might look for guidence in the faith/works debate, and that 

is the experience of the church today, and indeed our own experience as individual Christians. 

 We share a vision – a vision we believe was also that of Jesus – of a new and different 

kind of society.  We share a belief that the world does not need to be as it is now, nor that 

relationships between people and groups of people need to be exploitative and filled with 

conflict as they so often are.  And we have faith that Jesus was the person above all who 

revealed new ways of thinking and believing.  We share his faith that God is love and that love is 

powerful.  And because we can see God in Jesus, we put our faith in him; that’s what makes us 

Christian, the fact that we believe and can relate to the things Jesus said and did; and that’s 

why are the church; and that’s why we gather together for worship; and that’s why we offer 

prayer and sing hymns of praise to Jesus Christ whom we call the Son of God.   

 But that faith leads us into action, the speaking and doing in Jesus name that can so 

easily become just the cosmetic appearance of faith – the good works.  Yet so often it is in the 

giving, or the sacrificing, or the giving up of our time, or the offering of our talents, that we feel 

we are actually making a contribution to the ministry of the church.  It is the good works - 

Luther’s unnecessary extras, or the cosmetic gloss – that actually make a difference to the 

world.  It is by doing, by helping, by healing, by reconciling in the name of Jesus that we can 

begin to see the world changing.  The outward sign of faith has a power to convince greater than 

just words or testimony, because it is the power of example. 

 So the faith/works debate results in a draw, or at least faith and good works are revealed 

to be two sides of the same coin.  They are our response to God’s spirit revealed to us in Jesus 

of Nazareth and present with us in our world today.  Faith and works are not opposites.  For 

Christians they are inseperable.  Good works are genuinely good because they are inspired by 

faith; no faith is genuine unless it moves to action. 

 

 Hymn 558 

Will you come and follow me 

 if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 

  



Will you leave your self behind 

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare, 

will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

   

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found 

to reshape the world around 

through my sight and touch and sound 

in you and you in me? 

  

Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

 

 

Prayer: 

We give thanks today for all those in our society who respond to the needs of others by loving 

service.  We think of those in the caring professions and the emergency services: doctors, 

surgeons, nurses and ancillary staff, paramedics, fire-fighters, police, psychiatrists, therapists, 

counsellors, hospice, nursing home and special needs workers – these, and so many others upon 

whose skill, compassion and dedication we depend in time of need. 

We think of caring organisations – those like Oxfam and Christian Aid who work overseas, like 

Shelter and Bernardo’s who work in our own country – a host of aid and relief agencies who bring 

help and hope to the poor, support to the sick, shelter to the homeless and comfort to the 

dying, working in different ways to support those facing times of crisis. 

We think of individual carers  those who offer their time and energy as volunteers, who look 

after elderly parents, disabled children or terminally ill loved ones at home, who each day 

perform small but vital acts of kindness for friends or family, neighbour and stranger – their acts 

unnoticed except by a few yet so valuable to those they care for.  In a moment of silence we 

remember those we care for and those who care for us … 

We think of the family of the Church – of those entrusted with full-time pastoral responsibility, 

of chaplains in hospitals and hospices, industry and commerce, prisons and the armed forces, 

sport and education; of missionaries offering their skills abroad; and of individual believers 

seeking to express their faith through caring words and deeds. 



We give thanks for all who minister to the needs of others; may we be inspired by their example; 

may they be equipped in their continuing efforts and may the lives of others be enriched by the 

loving service they offer.  In Jesus’ name.   

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayer, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Hymn  483 

We are your people:  

Lord, by your grace, 

you dare to make us 

Christ to our neighbours 

of every nation and race. 

 

How can we demonstrate 

your love and care 

speaking or listening? 

battling or serving? 

help us to know when and where. 

 

Called to portray you, 

help us to live 

closer than neighbours, 

open to strangers, 

able to clash and forgive. 

 

Glad of tradition, 

help us to see 

in all life's changing 

where you are leading, 

where our best efforts should be. 

 

Joined in community, 

breaking your bread, 

may we discover 

gifts in each other, 

willing to lead and be led. 

 

Lord, as we minister 

in different ways, 

may all we're doing 

show that you're living, 

meeting your love with our praise. 

 

Benediction:  

 

We are called with all peoples into God’s presence, 



and we are sent out into the world: 

 

We are not too young or too old, 

we are not too rich or too needy 

to bring good news to those who will hear, 

to give a hand to the broken-hearted, 

and to live out freedom and forgiveness 

through the gifts we have been given. 

 

 And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with each of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


