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Welcome to worship for Sunday 3rd April 2022, the fifth Sunday of Lent. Our worship today
includes the sacrament of Holy Communion. You are warmly invited to participate, and I’d
invite you to provide yourself with a little bread and wine, or a cracker and some fruit juice, or
any thing that can symbolose for you the body and blood of Jesus. I’ll be using an oatcake and
some grape juice.
Let us worship God:
Call to Worship:
Into the dark places of the world where people and frightened and hungry:
God bring light, bring love
Into places where people are fighting; into places where people have no homes:
God bring light, bring love
Into the places where we feel unsafe; into situations that hurt us and scare us:
God bring light, bring love.
God of the past who has fathered and mothered us
we are here to thank you
God of the future who is always ahead of us
we are here to trust you
God of the present here in the midst of us
we are here to praise you
God of life, beyond us, within us
we rejoice in your glorious love
Prayer/Meditation:
Seeking to explore the mystery of God, we gather in worship, full of wonder at the majesty of
the universe and the complexity of life; seeking to understand the power of Jesus to change the
lives of those who know him, we gather in worship, full of wonder at the effects his words and
actions had on those around him; seeking to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit, we
gather in worship, full of wonder and thanksgiving that we are called to live as a community of
the Spirit, influenced, moved and guided by our common faith. As we explore, understand and
experience, may we come closer to God and to one another.
Loving God, we are thankful that we are able to be here this morning, that we able to be part of
this community of worshippers, and that we are welcome here even with our doubts and
uncertaintaies. We are thankful that here we can ponder our deepest thoughts and feelings,
that we can lay ourselves open with all our weaknesses and fears, in the certainty that we will
not be judged but loved, suopported and encouraged.

And so we come as we are, bringing the bad as well as the good, the doubt as well as the faith,
the sorrow as well as the joy, the despair as well as the hope. We bring the anger as well as the
peace, the hatred as well as the love, the confusion as well as the certainty, the fear as well as
the trust.
We bring our these not with pride or arrogance, but honestly, confident that we are accepted as
we are. May we in our worship be truthful to ourselves and truthful to God, and so may we
discover the renewing love of God that frees us to live as people of God.
And as we grasp that freedom, we give thanks for all that is good in the world: for love, caring,
guidance, protection, forgiveness, laughter. We give thanks that we are able to enjoy all these
things as gifts of God, and we seek forgiveness and renewal as we acknowledge our habit of
giving thanks for what we have while failing to care much about others. The Kingdom of God is
not for us alone alone but for all people – may we be forgiven for turning the Christian faith into
something we receive rather than something we share. May our faith move us to live more truly
as God’s people, with an underrstanding of our responsibility towards others – the poor, the
hungry, the sick, the homeless, the oppressed, the lonely, the weak, the sorrowful. And may
our worship and our whole lives reflect our faith in the truth of the gospel of Christ and the
reality fo the the Kingdom of God.
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen
Reading: Psalm 126
Hymn 94:
Give to our God immortal praise,
mercy and truth are all his ways:
wonders of grace to God belong,
repeat his mercies in your song.
Give to the Lord of lords renown;
the King of kings with glory crown:
his mercies ever shall endure,
when lords and kings are known no more.
He built the earth, he spread the sky,
and fixed the starry lights on high:
wonders of grace to God belong,
repeat his mercies in your song.
He fills the sun with morning light,
he bids the moon direct the night:
his mercies ever shall endure
when suns and moons shall shine no more.

He sent his Son with power to save
from guilt and darkness and the grave:
wonders of grace to God belong,
repeat his mercies in your song.
Through this vain world he guides our feet,
and leads us to his mercy-seat;
his mercies ever shall endure,
when this vain world shall be no more.
Reading: John 12:1-8
Reflection:
Lent is a period of the Christian year that is rich with meanings and themes. It’s about
trying in some way to share in Jesus’ journey through his ministry to his final days in Jerusalem;
abut temptation and about sacrifice. People sometimes give things up for Lent to help them
concentrate on Jesus and his final days, but usually we simply give up something that we can do
without easily or, like chocolate or doughnuts, which is actually going to benefit us when we
give up, so we can hardly say that we’re making much of a sacrifice. The truth is, we tend not
to take it that seriously.
The story we read from the gospel according to John this morning might have something
to say about sacrifice – not the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, but the sacrifice of those who
loved him, followed him and desired to serve him. This story of Jesus visiting Mary, Martha and
Lazarus and having his feet anointed by Mary with expensive perfume is, like many stories about
Jesus, full of symbols and references, and we could probably spend hours studying it to see what
it was that John was wanting to say to the people who would read it. But let’s instead look at
one small aspect of the story and see if it says anything to us.
The gift of expensive perfume might seem to us, it John says it seemed to Judas, a
wasteful extravagance. A year’s wages used for no other purpose than to give to Jesus a
soothing foot-balm. Extravagant indeed.
Yet Mary’s extravagance was even greater than the money she had spent. The very act
of anointing Jesus’ feet was an extravagant one. It wasn’t the done thing to anoint the feet of
guests. It may have been the tradition to offer them a basin of water for them to wash their
own feet; a wealthy familiy might have servants who would wash their guests’ feet, but for Mary
to do it herself was extravagant hospitality indeed. And to wipe his feet with her hair was even
stranger, for a woman’s hair would generally be hidden when guests were present, her head
would be covered. Yet here she not only allows her hair to be seen, but draws attention to it by
using it to wipe Jesus’ feet.
So this gift of Mary’s was a sacrifice. Not only did she sacrifice the value of the perfume
itself, but she sacrificed her status, her tradition and her observance of the rules of her religion
in order to show her devotion to Jesus
Judas was shocked (at least, according to John he was shocked; the other three gospels
tell this same story but John is the only one to mention Judas by name). He was shocked at the
wastefulness of using this outrageously expensive perfume to pour over Jesus’ feet. And while

John suggests that he was annoyed not because of the waste of money that could otherwise have
been used to help the needy, but because he had his fingers in the till and saw some of his
potential profit being poured away, Judas may still have had a point. Could the huge value of
the perfume not have been used for some good cause? Would many people not have been
helped? It was worth a year’s wages, remember.
This whole little scene is full of references to what is to come when Jesus and the
disciples get to Jerusalem. The meal, the reclining at the table, the foot-washing – all look to
the story of the last supper, and the reference Jesus makes to saving the perfume for the day of
his burial may be John saying that, at this point Jesus is as good as dead already; there is
already a plot to kill him. So John reports Jesus as saying, possibly in a quote from Deuteronomy
15, ‘The poor will allways be with you, but you will not always have me.’ And with those words
he gives approval to Mary’s act of extravagance.
One point that this story might make to us is the contrast between Mary’s sacrifice and
the reaction of Judas (which according to Matthew was shared by the other disciples as well).
And it perhaps says something about the nature of sacrifice and the nature of giving in general.
We know, for we are certainly reminded often enough, that giving is part of the ministry
to which we are called. We give regularly to the church, and the church in turn gives regularly
to what it belives are worthy projects and deserving charities and needy cases. We are told,
too, that when we talk of giving, it’s not just all about money, it’s about giving time, sharing
skills and so on - giving all we can in any way we can to assist the chuch in its mission. If we (as
a church or as individuals) can afford it, then we give to the poor in order to share some of the
good fortune with which we hae been blessed with those who have little or nothing.
All this we know, but when we say it like that, does it not begin to sound a little like the
words of Judas suggesting that the perfume could have been sold and the money given away to
the poor.
The contrast between Mary and Judas is one of motive. Mary was expressing her love and
gratitude to Jesus by lavishing on him probably the most costly thing she possessed, and by
serving him like a slave. Her actions were extravagant, perhaps unnecessary, and undeniably
expensive – they were actions of love. Judas point was more reasonable, prudent, and
undeniably the right thing to have done – but it suggested duty or obligation or somehow
fulfilling a principle.
Now there’s a question for us. When we give, what is our motive? Can we honestly say
that all of our giving to the church is a gift of love. Some of it no doubt is, but when we’re
asked to contribute to a special appeal, or to Christian Aid week, or to any of the hundreds of
good causes that we encounter each year, is our giving a sacrifice made out of love for those
we’re trying to help, or a gift of duty or guilt, because we know that we’re so much better off
than others and that, even if we contribute a week’s income we will still survive comfortably.
Paul speaks in quite radical terms about Christ being the only thing of any value in his
life. Evreything that he had valued, everything he had achieved before is all so much rubbish to
him now. His priorities are changed as he strives to follow Christ into a new way of life, a way
which turns its back of the old and embraces the new, a life in Christ.
Our habit of helping; our tradition of giving; our duty of care for others sometimes sound
more like Paul’s ‘old life’ than the vibrant and living expression of love. We do it because it’s
the right thing to do. But as Paul was constantly struggling to understand and attain the new

life in Christ that he wrote about, so maybe this time of Lent is indeed an opportunity for us to
look at the ways in which we carry out our own mission as individuals and, in particular, ask if it
is truly out of love that we give our money and – more importantly – our time and our
commitment and our skills. The love of Mary was extravagant and wasteful; the love of Jesus
was indiscriminate and dangerous.
We cannot love because we’re told to or because we feel we should, but we can marvel
at the depth of love shown by others, and perhaps be moved to love more freely – and Lent is
the time to do it.
Hymn 489:
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,

naught be all else to me, save that thou art thou my best thought in the day and the night,
waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
thou ever with me and I with thee, Lord;
thou my great Father, thy child let me be,
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee.
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my dignity, thou my delight,
thou my soul's shelter, and thou my strong tower;
raise thou me heav'nward, great Power of my power.
Riches I heed not, nor earth's empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always;
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright sun,
grant me its joys after vict'ry is won;
heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Communion:
This is the joyful feast of unity.
Christ has gathered his people around the earth
to commune at this table.
Across political lines and economic lines,
in places of powerfully protected affluence,
and among the poorest of the poor,
we share a meal,
remembering and celebrating the One who proved shalom possible.
And so, we come:
from the East and from the West,

from the North and from the South.
We come.
We come with our doubts,
We come with our hopes,
We come with our inadequacies
and with our strengths.
Come everyone, for this is a table where all are invited
and all are welcome.
Remembrance:
We remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell,
stories of bread broken and shared, feeding a multitude,
stories of being gathered together, enemy and friend, around tables,
stories of unlikely guests revealing the face of the sacred.
They say that that
it was on a night of both celebration and betrayal
that he took the bread leftover on the table,
blessed it and broke it;
reminding them that it is
in the breaking that we become whole,
in losing our lives that we find them,
in serving that we are served.
As the grain scattered becomes one in the loaf,
when we eat this bread, we become one with one another.
They say that he took the cup also leftover on the table,
poured out and sharing,
remembering with them, the life-giving breath
even now pounding a rhythm through our veins,
the breath of life from whence we come
the breath that precedes and follows all that we can see
As the grapes find life in the vine,
when we drink this cup,
we become at one with the source of life itself.
Blessing:
And so we pray:
Come, holy Spirit, come.
Bless this bread and
bless this fruit of the vine.
Bless all of us in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open,
that we might recognize the risen Christ in our midst,
indeed in one another.
Come, holy Spirit, come.
The Lord Jesus, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks
he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the
same way also he took the cup after supper saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

This bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. Take and eat, this is the
body of Christ; do this in remembrance of him.
This cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. This cup is the new
covenant in the blood of Christ; do this in remembrance of him.
Prayer:
God, just as You rescued the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt,
setting them free to worship and serve You,
so you have also rescued us,
setting us free from slavery to selfishness and greed,
and inviting us into relationship with you and one another.
We praise you for the love and mercy you have shown toward us.
You call us to love and serve you
by loving and serving our brothers and sisters, near and far;
to put their needs and interests ahead of our own,
and so to fulfill your law of love.
And so we offer our prayers for the world you created,
We pray for those who do not have what they need in order to survive;
those without enough food and water,
medical care, shelter, or security.
Open our hearts to see the needs in our world,
and to respond with your love.
We pray for those who are living with serious illness or injury,
who face each day with uncertainty or pain,
who find themselves wondering what the future holds.
Open our hearts to see the needs of those around us,
and to respond with your love.
We also pray for your church, the Body of Christ on earth.
We pray that we would be a living example of your love in our world,
treating one another with compassion and respect,
settling differences with love and integrity,
bound together by our common allegiance to You.
Open our hearts to see one another,
and to respond with your love.
We praise you for the way of love shown to us by Jesus Christ.
Open our hearts and lives to your ongoing presence among us,
so that we would grow in faithfulness and love,
and bring honour to your name.
I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply
in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today.

Hear our prayer, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
Hymn 558:
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
Will you leave your self behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare,
will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?
Will you love the 'you' you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.
Benediction:
Let us go now and listen for the voice of the Lord
and follow wherever it leads.
Let us never be dominated by anything or anyone.
But let us serve with compassion and faith, loving as we know we are loved.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with each one of us and with all those we love, today and for ever more. Amen

