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Call to Worship:
Loving God, give peace to your people
and inspire us to offer peace to each other.
May we work together to right all wrongs;
may we walk together to protest against injustice;
May we live together seeking the welfare of all
and may we find in your presence
the inner peace that sustains all living beings.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
and all your faithful shall bless you.
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
and tell of your power to make known to
all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious
splendour of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

Prayer/Meditation:
Loving God, we have come together to offer our worship, to meet here with Christ, not just
because we feel we should, not because we are afraid of anything that might happen if we
don’t, not because we feel it is a duty or an obligation, but because we want to be together on
this day sharing our faith, expressing our love and our hope for the future in the words of our
prayer and singing and in the thoughts and feelings of our hearts and minds.
We come, perhaps above all, not just to share and pray and sing, but to encounter God in the
fellowship of the church, to raise our awareness of the holy, and to strengthen our commitment
to the good news of the gospel.
So may we bring worship that is worhty and heartfelt; may we reflect not just on our own lives
but on God’s calling to each of us; and may we seek new ways of serving and loving. May we
rejoice in the presence of God, receive the love of God, and put aside all that comes between us
and God – our foolish selfishness, our trivial concerns, our misguided desires. And may we find
here the assurance of forgiveness, for there is so much in our lives that is not as it should be: the
unkind words, thoughtless actions, and unworthy thoughts that deny our faith; self-centred
lifestyles, half-hearted commitment and careless discipleship that undermine our witness; the
lack of devotion, lack of faith and lack of love that obscure the image of God in us.
So let us prepare ourselves for worship; let us lay aside asll that is distracting, all that is taking
our thoughts away from our reasons for being here; let us focus our minds on God and open
ourselves to the Spirit, that our worship may truly mean something to us and we may go from
here changed, refreshed, secure in our faith and ready to proclaim the kingdom of God in all we

say and do. We offer these prayers in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose words we now
pray together…

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen
Reading:

Acts 10:34-43

Hymn 116:
Praise the Lord, ye heavens adore him;
praise him, angels in the height;
sun and moon, bow down before him,
praise him, all ye stars and light.
Praise the Lord, for he bath spoken,
worlds his mighty voice obeyed;
laws, that never shall be broken,
for their guidance he hath made.
Praise the Lord, for he is glorious;
never shall his promise fail;
God hath made his saints victorious;
sin and death shall not prevail.
Praise the God of our salvation;
hosts on high, his power proclaim;
heaven and earth, and all creation,
laud and magnify his name.
Reading:

Acts 10:44-48

Reflection:
Our readings today from the Acts of the Apostles describe the reaction of Jewish Christians by a
sermon preached by Peter. The story is set against a background of a Christianity very different
from the kind of organised religion we are familiar with.
It was very early days for the fellowship of believers in Christ. Most of them had been
Jewish, and most of them regarded faith in Jesus as an extension of their Jewish faith. It was
quite natural for them to do so. Jesus himself was, after all, Jewish. He taught in the
synagogues; he read from the Jewish scriptures, and he claimed that the words of Moses and the
prophets were fulfilled in his own life. For those who believed him, it was obvious that he had
come to cleanse and renew and refresh the Jewish faith - not to start up an entirely new
religion.
Even after his death, the teaching of Jesus of Nazareth continued to have a profound
effect on those who had folowed him, and slowly, the Jesus movement began to grow. But in its

early days, in the time when the incident we read of took place, belief in Jesus was still set
quite firmly within the Jewish community.
But then Peter preached this strange and remarkable sermon, which seemed to have a
profound effect on those listening who were not Jewish. We’re told that the Holy Spirit came
upon everyone who heard it, and the Jewish Christians were astonished that even the Gentiles
seemed to be affected. They were astonished and probably appalled. Their religion, the faith
of Abraham, Moses and the prophets, which had struggled so long and so hard against all kinds of
adversity and was now languishing under Roman oppression, and which they thought might now
be rescued by the teachings of Jesus, now seemed to be under threat from gentiles. All along
they had believed that they were God’s special people. Their scripture told them that God had
consistently protected them from the Gentile nations, helping them to win wars, and often
supporting them in the slaughter of their Gentile enemies. Now it seemed that God’s spirit was
to be given away just like that.
And Peter was encouraging, if not indeed causing this. He had said in his sermon that’
God does not show favouritism, but accepts people from every nation who fear him and do what
is right’. This must have come as a serious blow to those Jewish Christians who had been
brought up to believe exactly the opposite - that God does show favouritism and the Jewish
nation is his favourite.
The story continues in the book of Acts with a delegation of very disgruntled Jewish
Christians going to Peter and asking him what he thinks he’s doing. Not only has he been
preaching that the Gentile are part of God’s world, but he’s been visiting Gentiles in their
homes and eating their unclean food. And Peter tells them of a vision he had, in which he was
offered a lot of unclean food to eat but he refused. He then preached to some people from
Caesarea who had come to seek him out, and these people were instantly converted by his
words. This experience convinced him that his message about Jesus should be shared not just
with his fellow-Jews but with Gentiles as well.
The Jews who had come to criticise Peter, when they heard this story, understood and
praised God. It must have been a very difficult thing for them to do. After a lifetime of
believeing that God was for the Jews and against the Gentiles, they had now to accept that the
God they believed was theirs alone, was in fact the God of all people. Peter’s presching must
have been powerful indeed to make such an impression.
The Jewish Christians were no doubt faithful people; they did not reject the Gentiles
because they had any real grievance against them other than the fact that they believed that
their God had rejected them. That same attitude can still be found among religious people
today. The Christian Church, as we know, has divided itself into groups and factions, each
believeing that the others are in some way less faithful or their beliefs are somehow less true to
the gospel of Jesus. It’s not a malicious thing; it’s simply that sometimes, like the Jewish
Christians, we cannot see beyond our own small part of the world and find it hard to understand
that others may have different ways of looking at things. And we sometimes shre with the
Jewish Christians the notion that God is our God, and that we therefore can say what God wants
and does not want.
When Christians gather for worship and sing the hymn Our God Reigns, they may not be
deliberately excluding anyone from their worship, but what do they mean by our God. If they
are claiming that the God of the Christians is theirs alone, then they are excluding anyone who is
not already Christian; they are excluding people of other faiths and they are excluding those
who have no faith but might be seeking faith or testing different kinds of spirituality. But the
inpression given is that the God whom we worship is our God - and other people must go away
and find their own.

It might even be true to say that in those words of Peter himself we can see the
beginnings of exclusiveness in the Christian Church. He claims that God welcomes all who fear
him and do what is right. But we need only think back over some of the incidents of Jesus life to
see that Jesus didn’t put even that condition on people. He wasn’t interested in whether people
feared God and did what was right. On the contrary, he seemed to associate more with people
who didn’t fear God and who didn’t do what was right. There are many stories of Jesus
consorting with tax gatherers and outcasts. He rescued a woman caught in adultery and he
offered forgiveness and new life to a self-confessed criminal who was being executed alongside
him.
But we are not like that. We are more ready to condemn that to trust, more ready to
criticise that encourage, more ready to exclude that welcome. It perhaps arises from a natural
human need for certainty. In our life of faith we want to know the truth; we want to be certain
of God; and we want to be able to say for definite that our God looks after us. We are not so
concerned about other people, indeed, we are quite happy if we can identify people who seem
to live outside our definition of what the Christian life is like, and to condemn and exclude
them.
But sometimes we have to simply live with uncertainty, and to acknowledge that, as
Christian people, we are on a journey of discovery together. We can see that Jesus excluded noone, criticised no-one - except perhaps the overly righteous - and refused to judge anyone.
Following that example makes the Christian life an awful lot more difficult, yet we believe that
God - not just our God but the God of all people and all creation, is the God who loves all
created things - including us and the people we reject.
It is an old cliche in the church to be asking ourselves in any given situation or
relationship, ‘What would Jesus do?’ Yet that is just the way in which we can assure ourselves
that what we believe and more importantly what we say and how we treat others, is indeed a
true way of living the Christian life, free of our own prejudices and insecurities, and faithful to
the gospel of Christ.
Hymn 318:
Not far beyond the sea, nor high
above the heavens, but very nigh
your voice, O God, is heard.
For each new step of faith we take
you have more truth and light to break
forth from your holy word.
The babes in Christ your scriptures feed
with milk sufficient for their need,
the nurture of the Lord.
Beneath life's burden and its heat
the fully grown find stronger meat
in your unfailing word.
Rooted and grounded in your love,
with saints on earth and saints above
we join in full accord
to grasp the breadth, length, depth and height,
the crucified and risen might of Christ,
the incarnate Word.

Help us to press toward that mark,
and, though our vision now is dark,
to live by what we see;
so, when we see you face to face,
your truth and light our dwelling.
Prayer:
Loving God, we give thanks for all we have – our homes, our food, our clothing, our modern
technology, our public amenities, our opportunities for education, our access to healthcare, the
confidence and security to live and work and travel in safety. And we acknowledge our feelings
of discomfort and guilt when when we realise how many people in the world are denied these
benefits that we take for granted.
We pray for those who have no homes, living as refugess, or fleeing violence and war. We pray
for those who live in inadequate housing, the shacks and huts of shanty towns or in bed and
breakfast accommodation because there is nowhere else for them to go. We pray for those who
have no food, their crops have failed, theor economies burdened by debt, their labours not fairly
rewarded. We pray for those who have no fresh water, daily facing the threat of disease and
the nightmare of drought, and for those who have no resources, condemned to a life of poverty
with no relief, no opportunity to help themselves. We pray for those who have no acces to
education, to a health service or a welfare system, no-one to turn to for help or support.
And we pray for those for whom this last week has brough tragedy and disaster, those whose
lives have been thrown into turmoil, and those whose lives have been ended by the actions of
others. We remember especially the people of Ukraine, the families of those who have lost
their lives, those who will face the rest of their days coming to terms with physical scars or
mental and spiritual wounds.
We believe that God is in the midst of suffering and devastation as much as in praise and
rejoicing; may the faith and hope of those who suffer carry them through this tragedy; and may
the prayers of ourselves and others be a comfort to them and an inspiration to us to continue our
struggle for peace and healing. In a moment of silence now we remember those who are on our
minds at this time …
Ou prayers we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply
in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today.
Hear our prayer, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
Hymn 329:
There's a spirit in the air,
telling Christians everywhere:
'Praise the love that Christ revealed,
living, working in our world.'
Lose your shyness, find your tongue,
tell the world what God has done:
God in Christ has come to stay.
Live tomorrow's life today.

When believers break the bread,
when a hungry child is fed,
praise the love that Christ revealed,
living, working in our world.
Still the Spirit gives us light,
seeing wrong and setting right:
God in Christ has come to stay.
Live tomorrow's life today.
When a stranger's not alone,
where the homeless find a home,
praise the love that Christ revealed,
living, working in our world.
May the Spirit fill our praise,
guide our thoughts and change our ways:
God in Christ has come to stay.
Live tomorrow's life today.
There's a Spirit in the air,
calling people everywhere:
'Praise the love that Christ revealed,
living, working in our world.'
Benediction:
Let us go forward in confidence and hope.
To strengthen those who are tired and exhausted;
to comfort those who are anxious and fearful.
to say to them all:
“Be strong, and do not fear!
For God’s kingdom is coming—
Indeed, God’s kingdom is already here!
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with each of us, and with all those we love, today and for ever more. Amen

