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Call to Worship:
Let all the earth acclaim the Lord!
Worship the Lord in gladness;
enter his presence with joyful songs.
Acknowledge that the Lord is God;
he made us and we are his, his own people,
the flock which he shepherds.
O God, who called all life into being,
The earth, sea and sky are yours.
your presence is all around us,
every atom is full of your energy.
your spirit enlivens all who walk the earth,
With her we yearn for justice to be done,
For creation to be freed from bondage,
for the hungry to be fed.
For captives to be released,
for your kingdom of peace to come on earth.
Prayer/Meditation:
O Lord our God, we worship with songs of praise in our hearts,
because of your unfailing love and faithfulness.
Even though we struggle with life’s issues, your mercy blesses us.
Listening God, we worship with prayers of thanks in our hearts,
because you hear and answer our prayers.
Even though life is sometimes difficult, your strength blesses us.
Welcoming God, we come with reverent worship filling our minds,
because your faithful love endures forever.
Even though we are fragile people
who sometimes feel lost and abandoned,
your love blesses us and never changes.
Faithful God,
we worship with thanksgiving,
deeply grateful for the unfailing love and faithfulness
you have shown toward us, your people.
When we call out to you, you answer.
When we are exhausted, you give us the strength to go on.

When we find ourselves in trouble,
you are there, standing beside us.
Holy God, Creator of Life,
you call us out of our dark places,
offering us the grace of new life.
When we see nothing but hopelessness,
you surprise us with the breath of your spirit.
Call us out of our complacency and routines,
set us free from our self-imposed bonds,
and fill us with your spirit of life, compassion, and peace,
And so we come before you in gratitude and praise,
offering you the worship of our hearts and lives.
Open our eyes to see and know you here among us;
open our ears to recognize your voice.
And then send us out from here,
to live and work in the world as your faithful disciples.
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen
Reading: 1 Kings 19: 19-21
Hymn 114:
Let all the world in every corner sing
'My God and King!'
The heavens are not too high,
his praise may thither fly:
the earth is not too low,
his praises there may grow.
Let all the world in every corner sing
'My God and King!'
The Church with psalms must shout,
no door can keep them out:
but, above all, the heart
must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in every corner sing
'My God and King!'
Reading: Luke 9:51-62

Reflection:
Today’s gospel reading doesn’t make Jesus look like a very good recruiter. He seems to
be turning away willing volunteers. What’s more, at first he seems to be discounting the value
of home and family, the very things we hold most dear.
“The Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” - does following Jesus really mean becoming
rootless and homeless?
“Let the dead bury their own dead.” - could Jesus really be asking us to neglect our basic
human instinct to honour those who have died?
“No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” could Jesus really be saying that following him means not giving so much as a backward glance
to the ones we love?
This all seems very different from the story of Elijah and Elisha in 1 Kings 19. Elisha
literally has his hands to the plough when Elijah calls him as a prophet by casting his mantle over
him. Elisha does look back, and asks to kiss his parents goodbye. Elijah doesn’t reprimand him,
but allows him to return.
But look at how Elisha goes about his farewells: he slaughters his oxen, and burns the
yoke and plough to cook his parting feast. What he is doing is sacrificing all the implements of
his old life and career. He’s bidding farewell not only to his family, but to his entire former life
and identity.
Elisha understands that the prophet’s mantle is not only a new garment, but a new life
and calling. He grasps the total commitment involved in following the path of the Spirit, of
walking in the way of the Lord.
Jesus is trying to convey to his followers a similar understanding of total commitment,
and perhaps his stern-sounding words at first make it sound like the sort of commitment that is
born out of a grim sense of obligation. Is Jesus’ mantle really so much heavier than Elijah’s that
we cannot turn aside from following him even for a moment?
What at first sound like harsh rebukes, however, also turn out to be teaching moments about the
nature of God’s kingdom.
The first clue comes in Luke 9:60: “Let the dead bury their own dead. But as for you, go
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” The kingdom of God is not something that can dwell on
death or even be slowed down by death. The kingdom is about life abundant, life always new,
life that transforms everything so that our old concerns are swept away. Not to be focused
foremost on proclaiming the kingdom is to be like a dead person oneself. Setting out truly to
follow Jesus means leaving behind all fears of scarcity, limitations and death.
Next there are the words that make Jesus sound so much less flexible than Elijah: “No
one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” The kingdom,
Jesus tells us, is not something you would ever turn aside from, if once you truly caught sight of
it. Even the things in this life that seem most important and have the most call on our attention
will pale in contrast to the promise of a life infused with God’s healing and grace.
Jesus also says, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay his head.” There is a restless energy in the kingdom of God, an energy that

seeks constantly to make all things new. That energy sends people out to all corners of the
world, and it cannot simply be content to look inward towards a secure home.
If Jesus doesn’t sound like a good recruiter, that’s because he isn’t just seeking a
following for himself. Rather, he’s seeking followers on the path that he himself is walking. That
path can be hard indeed. It can keep you restlessly on the move; it can call you to a new life’s
work; it can lead you even to death itself.
Nevertheless, the path that leads to the kingdom of God is the way that leads to true life
in fullness and abundance of the spirit. The fruit of that Spirit, Paul tells us in the letter to the
Galatians, is “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control.” The psalmist sings to God that “You show me the path of life. In your presence
there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”
This all sounds very well and good. Like a sermon, in fact. But what it it all actually
saying to us in the 21st century. To us who have our own furrows to plough, and who probably
feel a great deal of sympathy for those who said, ’I will follow you, but first I have some
business to attend to.’
However, as is always the case, we would do well to try to read the whole story, from
Luke and this 9th chapter, as well as the whole story of the Gospel. When we do both of those
things we can see that the picture is bigger, as it almost always is. As in so many things in this
life, we like to make this an either/or scenario. It's got to be one or the other.
But take a closer look at this text: instead of an “either/or,” Jesus is really suggesting a
“both/and.” Notice that both of the poor souls that ask to go take care of other business are
exclusive in their request as well. “Sure, I will follow you Lord, but first, let me go bury my
father." And then another, "well sure I'll follow you Lord, would love to, but first let me go and
say goodbye to my family.
In both cases, and in many cases in this world as well, and the church is not excluded, the
answer is, "Yes, Lord, I will follow, I will pray, I will give, I will work, I will whatever, BUT FIRST,
I need to pay off my mortgage; I need to find a job; I need to get my taxes done; I need to get
the clothes washed. It is the "But First" that seems to be key here.
Those who come to Jesus, meaning well, who wanted to follow Jesus, seem to be telling
Jesus, “to get on your path, I have to get off mine.” In a sense that is true, but this thinking
makes it seem like two different journeys. It seems unlikely that we could live on the Christian
journey at all if this were the truth. And this is the whole notion of setting one’ s face to
Jerusalem, that Luke begins in this passage and carries on for some nine chapters, a journey
theme, harkening back to Elijah, with many prophetic references. Setting your face toward
Jerusalem, on a journey. But is it one you must start only after all else in your life is finished?
We must hope not, or else we would never get started on it.
We might well wonder, what if these people had responded to Jesus, "I will follow you AND I
will go bury my father.” “I will follow you AND I will go and tell them , those I love at home,
about that as well.”
In some ways we should expect no other response from Jesus, he says loud and clear to them:
“Hey, you can't compartmentalise following me, you can't do it when you get time, when you
clear some space in your diary, after the clothes are washed. This is a way of life, which means

yes, the clothes must get washed, and the bills must get paid, and the children must be fed, and
the taxes must be paid, and you may well have to keep those appointments in your diary.”
“BUT, follow me anyway; follow me while doing those things; follow me in a way that makes
you do those things in a new way. Follow me forever.
This is the basis of the rule of St Benedict, and the life of Benedictine monks, doing the
ordinary extraordinarily well, making all of life a prayer. It may be that Jesus’ call to follow, far
from being harsher and more demanding than Elijah’s call to Elisha, not actually a demand that
you burn your plough and leave your family, but rather incorporate your journey with Jesus into
your journey through life. Following Jesus makes us walk in directions we might not have ever
walked, provides us with companions we may not have ever picked if left to ourselves.
It's not about what you are doing or not doing; it is instead about what and who you are
being. It is about what we finally put our hope and trust in every day, and all days. Following
doesn't mean not doing everything else, it means doing everything else with your face set toward
Jerusalem, with your heart invested in God, through the power and witness of Jesus Christ.
Hymn 90:
O Lord, all the world belongs to you
and you are always making all things new
What is wrong you forgive
and the new life you give
is what's turning the world upside down.
The world's only loving to its friends
but your way of loving never ends
loving enemies too;
and this loving with you
is what's turning the world upside down.
The world lives divided and apart
you draw us together, and we start
in our friendship to see
that in harmony we
can be turning the world upside down.
The world wants the wealth to live in state,
but you show a new way to be great
like a servant you came,
and if we do the same,
we'll be turning the world upside down.
O Lord, all the world belongs to you
and you are always making all things new
What is wrong-you forgive,
and the new life you give
is what's turning the world upside down.

Prayer:
Loving God,
we pray for vulnerable people all over this world,
people without power
who live in places of terror and violence, fear and oppression.
Protect them, God;
we feel so powerless ourselves to help them.
Encourage and empower us to work
for peace and freedom from fear in our own contexts.
God of grace,
we pray for those whose lives have been turned upside down
by various disasters: floods, fire and drought-driven famine.
Bring courage and hope to them;
through their pain, may they remain connected to you in prayer.
Healing God,
we pray for those who are sick and suferring;
for those who are worried about their loved-ones,
and for those whose lives have been touched by mourning and loss.
Bring peace; may they know your love, even in their distress
Caring God, we pray for those who care for the sick and vulnerable
in a million different ways.
Strengthen them in their callng.
God of community,
we pray for communities of faith;
may they be a source of hope for their neighbourhoods and for the world.
Help us to discern needs and work to fulfill them.
Strengthen and unify your people,
and show us how we can be the disciples you call us to be.
Return the sick to health and well-being
and relieve the suffering of those who have lost loved ones,
are unable to find meaningful employment
and fear the challenges of old age.
Guide us, God of love,
into your paths of right relationships.
In Jesus’ name we pray;
I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply
in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today.
Hear our prayer, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

Hymn 602:
Forth in the peace of Christ we go;
Christ to the world with joy we bring;
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips,
Christ in our hearts, the world's true King.
King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings;
kingship with him his servants gain;
with Christ, the Servant-Lord of all,
Christ's world we serve to share Christ's reign
Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth,
this world of time to consecrate,
our world of sin by grace to heal,
Christ's world in Christ to recreate.
Prophets of Christ, we hear his Word:
he claims our minds, to search his ways,
he claims our lips, to speak his truth,
he claims our hearts, to sing his praise.
We are his Church, he makes us one:
here is one hearth for all to find,
here is one flock, one Shepherd-King,
here is one faith, one heart, one mind.
Benediction:
Whatever fears and anxities we must face:
let us walk in boldness, as beloved children of God,
walk in peace, under the shelter of the Most High
walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with us.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with each one of us and with all those love, today and for ever more. Amen

