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Call to Worship:
Kindle in our hearts, O God
the flame of love that never ceases;
That it may burn in us, giving light to others.
May we shine for ever in your temple,
set on fire with your eternal light,
even you Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Let us share with God our hopes for the world:
a world in which all people are treated with tolerance and respect;
a world whose resources we gladly share with each other and with the generations to come;
a world in which it is possible to live together in peace and love;
a world of freedom, justice and harmony;
a world of hope, love and peace.
Prayer/Meditation:
Throughout the centuries people of faith have been seeking God, interpreting the clues and signs
in the world around them, and putting their faith in the unseen. They have heard the voice of
God and seen the Spirit of God in their lives and in the lives of others, in their relationships and
in the changing events and circumstances of every day.
Now we come with all God’s people together to listen for God’s voice and to open our eyes and
our minds to receive the spirit. We come in response to God’s call to offer our worship, to
express our thanks, to make our confession and to offer our lives. We come seeking strength
and guidance, looking for renewal of body and mind, and exploring ways of serving God’s
kingdom day by day.
May our worship today contain something that each of us can take away, whatever may be our
specific need at this time: reassurance, comfort, companionship, inspiration or challenge; and
may our worship not just be an empty outward gesture, a matter of routine or duty, but may it
change us and motivate us to express our faith, not by our churchgoing or by the superficial rules
of language and behaviour we sometimes impose on ourselves in the belief that they they make
us better people, but by lives lived as followers of Jesus, obedient to his teaching, loving in our
relations with others, open in our acceptance of those who are different from us, forgiving of
those who wrong us, and ready always to make service of God’s kingdom our first and highest
priority. When we consider who we are and how our lives have been blessed, we should be filled
with thankfulness. For, even when we suffer tragedy and disaster, we have the love and support
of those around us. Even when we are unable to afford all we want, we have all we need. Even
when we suffer sickness and disease, we have available for us the care and skill of those who
can heal and comfort. Even when we have doubts about the reality and truth of our Christian
faith, we have around us the sustaining of the community of the Church. Even whan we are

worried and concerned about what the future may hold for us, we are assured by the promise
that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God.
So our lives should be filled with thankfulness and celebration of the basic goodness of life, yet
often we lose our sense of privilege and wonder, we take for granted the things that others can
only dream of, we complain about the trivial and forget the need of others, we give our love
freely to family and friends, and ration it to others.
So we confess that we have not always appreciated what we have, that we have been slow to
say thank you and quick to ask for more, dissatisfied with what we have yet wasteful of what we
have been given.
May we find forgiveness and renewal through the presence of the Holy Spirit and may our
relationship with God and with other people be restored and strengthened that we may worship
and give thanks every day not just in words, but through all that we are.

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen
Reading: Colossians 1:1-14
Hymn 726 (Ps 121):
I to the hills will lift mine eyes:
from whence doth come mine aid?
My safety cometh from the Lord,
who heaven and earth hath made.
Thy foot he'll not let slide, nor will
he slumber that thee keeps.
Behold, he that keeps Israel,
he slumbers not, nor sleeps.
The Lord thee keeps; the Lord thy shade
on thy right hand doth stay;
the moon by night thee shall not smite
nor yet the sun by day.
The Lord shall keep thy soul; he shall
preserve thee from all ill;
henceforth thy going out and in
God keep for ever will.
Reading: Luke 10:25-37
Reflection:
The letter to the Colossians speaks of faith an hope ‘bearing fruit in the world’, and in
ourreading from the gospel according to Luke we have a parable which gives a practical
illustration.

Jesus responds to a question out to him by ‘a teacher of the Law’, in other words a
Pharisee, one of the group of people with whom Jesus was in conflict for the whole of his
ministry. Whenever Jesus has an unkind word to say about anyone - and it’s not very often - it is
the Pharisees who come in for his criticism.
That’s quite strange, because of all the several religious groups Jesus encountered, the
Pharisees were the ones whose beliefs came closest to his own. They were, as he was, part of
the Jewish faith, and they, like him, had moved away from the primitive belief that God lived
only in the sanctuary of the Temple - the ‘holy of holies’. They understood that God was active
and could be seen and served in the world, and their approach was to try to take the holiness
and spirituality of the ‘holy of holies’ out into the world with them. They believed that the
whole world could be sanctified by God’s presence, and that they should live in a way that
showed this. All that is exactly what Jesus himself believed.
They also believed in what we know as the Great Commandment. Love God and love
your neighbour. And it’s here that Jesus and the Pharisees begin to disagree; the question of
how to love God and your neighbour. The Pharisee who asked ‘who is my neighbour?’ wanted to
know what happens when our love for God comes into conflict with love for our neighbour.
What do we do then? The parable of the Good Samaritan is Jesus’ answer, and it is much more
than simply a story about being kind to people in trouble, just as it is much more than a
cendemnation of those who pass by on the other side. It is a study of the two sides of the
commandment to love: love God and love your naighbour.
The details of the story are easy for us to picture, for robbery and violence are as
common today as they were then. On the road from Jerusalem to jericho, a man was beaten up,
robbed, and left for dead lying at the side of the road. Along come two men, one after the
other, one a priest and the other a Levite, a member of the Jewish priestly class. And both of
them turn away their gaze and cross the road to avoid the injured man.
That’s the bit of the parable we find quite shocking; we find it hard to understand how
anyone, especially a religious person, could ignore someone who was so obviously in need of
help. How can a religious leader be so callous?
But the people who were listening to Jesus tell this tale would not be the least bit
shocked, indeed they would quite likely have expected that kind of reaction and approved of it.
The context of the story suggests that these men were going from Jericho to Jerusalem - that’s
why Jesus bothered to mention which road it was - and the fact that they were both religious
men would immediately suggest to his listeners that they were going to the Temple to worship
God.
Now we know that the Pharisees believed that God could be seen and served in the
world, and that the holiness of the Temple could be expanded into everyday life. And they way
they did this was to adhere to a complicated set of rules for living. Many of those rules were to
do with cleanliness and uncleanliness. If a person came in contact with certain kinds of sickness
or disease, they were unclean; if they touched a dead body, they were unclean; if their shadow
passed over a dead body, they were unclean. And of course anyone in an unclean state could
not go into the Temple to offer worship.
So here are these men on their way to Jerusalem to offer worship - to express their love
for God in the fullest and most pure way they could by actually going to the Temple in the holy
city of Jerusalem. And by the roadside they see this motionless figure lying there. If it was
someone sick, they might contaminate themsleves by touching him. Worse, if it was someone
dead, not only would they be beyond help anyway, but by even going close they ran the risk of
becoming ritually unclean and would therefore not be able to go into the Temple and express
their love for God. So in fact, far from doing something to be frowned upon or condemned, the

two men were being true to their faith by keeping themselves ritually clean for their Temple
worship.
For the man who asked the question to Jesus, the shocking part of the story is at verse 33
when Jesus says ‘his heart was filled with pity, and he went to him and bandaged his wounds’ .
That, in the eyes of the Pharisees, was totally the wrong thing to do; it was risking
contamination just on the off-chance that someone might be helped. But for Jesus, the point of
the story was the man’s compassion. It was in this compassion that the answer lay to the
question of loving God and loving neighbour; and it was also here that the difference between
the beliefs of the Pharisees and those of Jesus himself are illustrated. For the Pharisees, the
two were completely separate, and so the two men on the road to Jerusalem could not express
their love for their neighbour because they were busy expressing their love for God.
For Jesus, however, loving God and loving neighbour are part of the same thing. The
Samaritan was not only showing compassion for the injured traveller, but he was also showing
love for God as he did so.
We might note that it doesn’t really matter whether the Samaritan was a religious person
or not; he was still honouring the Kingdom of God by displaying compassion for a neighbour.
Does all this have anything to say to Christians today? Well, it’s clearly saying more than
just that we should be kind to people in need. It perhaps has a warning and a challenge. The
warning is to avoid doing like the Pharisees did and separating love for God from love for
neighbour. We are guilty in the church, of a similar kind of piety or holiness that makes us feel
comfortable and at ease with the world - and we think we are loving God by offering worship
and praise. But we are not loving God if at the same time we are able to ignore the suffering of
others.
And the challenge follows on from that. It is to love God in our neighbours. This
shouldn’t be a surprise to us; we are familiar with the words of Jesus that talk about ‘ what you
do to the least of these, you do to me’. But it is maybe harder to realise that if we believe God
to be closely involved in the world, then we have to love the world. For a long time, the
Christian Church has taught about being ‘in the world but not of the world’, but this has led
sometimes to a judgemental attitude that anything we think is wrong or inappropriate is ‘of the
world’ and that we should have nothing to do with it; that there are certain people who are so
much of the world that they are not worth bothering about; and even that the world itself is a
bad place and that we should stand as far back from it as we can.
Jesus made a slight but vital change to the understanding of the Pharisee’s ways of
expressing love for God and neighbour - and to ours as well. Simply it is - by loving our
neighbour we are loving God, so there can never be any conflict between the two.
Hymn 549:
One more step along the world I go,
one more step along the world I go,
from the old things to the new
keep me travelling along with you:
And it's from the old I travel to the new;
keep me travelling along with you.
Round the corner of the world I turn,
more and more about the world I learn;
all the new things that I see
you'll be looking at along with me:
And it's from the old I travel to the new;

keep me travelling along with you.
As I travel through the bad and good,
keep me travelling the way I should;
where I see no way to go
you'll be telling me the way, I know:
And it's from the old I travel to the new;
keep me travelling along with you.
Give me courage when the world is rough,
keep me loving though the world is tough;
leap and sing in all I do,
keep me travelling along with you:
And it's from the old I travel to the new;
keep me travelling along with you.
You are older than the world can be,
you are younger than the life in me;
ever old and ever new,
keep me travelling along with you:
And it's from the old I travel to the new;
keep me travelling along with you.
Prayer:
God, your faithful love surrounds us,
and we give you thanks
for the gift of life, and the gift of new life,
and for the many ways you sustain and nurture us.
We come before you this day,
some of us tired and hungry,
looking for your word to sustain us,
your spirit to comfort us.
Some of us come bruised and sore,
looking for healing,
longing for wholeness.
Some of us come despairing,
wondering what has happened
and where the joy of life has gone.
Some of us come with heavy hearts,
praying for young people harmed by those who should protect,
praying for those who look different and so are suspect,
praying for a world on edge, tense with fear and hate and violence.
We come,
looking for good news in the midst of the world’s bad news.

We come,
seeking forgiveness for our wrongs,
seeking to know your presence when we feel so alone,
seeking to know your heart and will for a world with so much need.
In the silence, we offer you our prayers, and we listen for yours.
Let your grace rain down on us, O God.
May we be surrounded by your love, your peace, your hope.
Open our eyes and our hearts to see you in unexpected places,
guide our hands to show your love.
You are a God of surprises,
a God of peace, a God of hope,
a God of love.
When peace is fragile, stay with us, Lord.
When tempers are raised, stay with us, Lord.
When atrocities occur, stay with us, Lord.
When forgiveness is rejected, stay with us, Lord.
When talks break down, stay with us, Lord.
When agreements are broken, stay with us, Lord.
When darkness weighs upon us, stay with us, Lord.
When we cannot see you, stay with us, Lord.
When burdens feel too heavy, stay with us, Lord.
When hope seems faint, stay with us, Lord.
When we are weak, stay with us, Lord.
When faith seems difficult, stay with us, Lord.
For all who have lost hope, walk with them, Lord.
For all who suffer, walk with them, Lord.
For all who are sick and in pain, walk with them, Lord.
For all who are struggling, walk with them, Lord.
For all who have been badly hurt in life, walk with them, Lord.
For all who are grieving, walk with them, Lord.
For all who are depressed, walk with them, Lord.
For all who feel rejected, walk with them, Lord.
For all who feel unloved, walk with them, Lord.
For all who are oppressed, walk with them, Lord.
For all who are anxious, walk with them, Lord.

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply
in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today.
Hear our prayer, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

Hymn 613:
Lord, speak to me, that I may speak
in living echoes of thy tone;
as thou hast sought, so let me seek
thy straying children, lost and lone.
O lead me, Lord, that I may lead
the wandering and the wavering feet;
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed
thy hungering ones with manna sweet.
O strengthen me, that while I stand
firm on the rock and strong in thee
I may stretch out a loving hand
to wrestlers with the troubled sea.
O teach me, Lord, that I may teach
the precious things thou dost impart;
and wing my words that they may reach
the hidden depths of many a heart.
O use me, Lord, use even me,
just as thou wilt, and when, and where,
until thy blessed face I see,
thy rest, thy joy, thy glory share.

Benediction:
Let us go, confident in the knowledge of God’s steadfast love for us, assured of the healing
touch of Jesus upon us and emboldened by the transforming power of the Holy Spirit within us.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with each one of us and with all those love, today and for ever more. Amen

