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Let us worship God
Call to Worship:
The invitation is given to every person by Jesus Christ:
"Come to me! Follow me! Be my disciples!"
We come to this place, to this time,
at the invitation of Jesus Christ.
In the name of Christ,
we accept the invitation to discipleship.
In the name of Christ,
as his disciples, we worship and praise God.
In the midst of a world where cruelty abounds,
we proclaim the God of Compassion.
In the midst of despair that threatens to swallow up
whole lives, whole peoples,
we proclaim the God of Hope.
In the midst of indifference and apathy,
we proclaim the God of Love.
Come, let us worship together
and share our witness of God's living presence in the world.
Prayer/Meditation:
Gracious God,
as a mother loves her child, so you love us.
For that great truth
we praise and thank you.
We owe our very lives to you.
You have watched over us from our birth,
tenderly nurturing us,
showering us with love.
When we have needed you, you have been there.
For that great truth
we praise and thank you.

You have given us strength in times of need,
comfort in times of distress,
encouragement in times of despair,
guidance in times of uncertainty.
Whatever we have faced, you have been with us.
For that great truth
we praise and thank you.
Gracious God,
we have not always appreciated your love,
all too often ignoring what you would teach us,
disobeying your instructions,
taking you for granted and wandering far from your side.
Yet through it all your love has remained constant.
For that great truth
we praise and thank you.
God of all Living and Loving:
How pleasant it is when women, men, and children
live together in unity!
How noble is your creation and the world that you have made!
How blessed we are to receive the gifts of life and love!
We are thankful for families,
where the messiness of life and home testifies that we live fully in the moment;
where the noise of laughter and the silence of sadness are freely shared;
We are thankful for families,
where we find sanctuary from danger and judgment;
where words of love and openness are the rule of life.
We are thankful for families,
where our differences are the spices of life;
where our unity is something that we can always take for granted.
We grieve for families,
where violence and rejection are living realities;
where hearts are broken, and dreams are shattered.
We grieve for families,
where walls of protection become fortresses of isolation,
where language is a weapon of destruction and hate.
Help us to understand,
those families whose identities are different from ours;
the ways of loving, parenting, partnering
and working together for peace.
Help us to dare,

to stand strongly against hate and divisiveness;
to encounter our differences with love and respect.
This we believe:
that love is stronger than hate;
that hope is stronger than despair,
and that good is stronger than evil.
In the name of the One who is Loving and Living,
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen
Reading: Luke 10:38-42
Hymn 615:
O God of mercy, God of might,
in love and pity infinite,
teach us, as ever in thy sight,
to live our life to thee.
And thou, who cam'st On earth to die
that fallen ones might live thereby,
O hear us, for to thee we cry,
in hope, O Lord, to thee.
Teach us the lesson thou hast taught,
to feel for those thy blood hath bought;
that every word, and deed, and thought
may work a work for thee.
For all are neighbours, far and wide,
since thou, O Lord, for all hast died;
then teach us, whatsoe'er betide,
to love them all in thee.
In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
whate'er it be, 'tis ours to share;
may we, where help is needed, there
give help as unto thee.
And may thy Holy Spirit move
all those who live, to live in love,
till thou shalt greet in heaven above
all those who give to thee.

Reading: John 11:17-44
Reflection:
The story of Mary and Martha is one of those well-known Bible stories that have been with many
of us probably since childhood. Jesus going to visit the two sisters – in Luke’s gospel there is no
mention of any brother Lazarus as there is in John’s – and Martha is ‘distracted by her many
tasks. The usual way of interpreting that phrase is to think of Martha as being occupied with
preparing a meal for Jesus and his friends, while her sister Mary does nothing but sit and listen
to what Jesus has to say. And when Martha complains that Mary is doing nothing to help her,
then there is Jesus’ famous rebuke to her, that she is distracted by many things, but it is Mary
who has chosen the right response to Jesus.
Poor Martha. As in several of the parables, we find someone who is doing their best to do
the right thing and somehow getting it wrong. Martha is doing everything she can to welcome
Jesus and to make the house comfortable and clean for him, possibly she is busy preparing a nice
dinner so that he will have a happy and comfortable visit, and instead Jesus tells her that there
is no need for all that, and that her sister, who is doing absolutely nothing, has chosen the right
thing to do.
Martha always reminds me of my grandmother, who was also always busy cooking and
cleaning and doing chores around the house even when – it seemed to me – they were often
completely unnecessary. Indeed she was never content unless she was doing something, usually
in the kitchen, to make the house look better. And she didn’t just restrict her activities to her
own house. When she came to visit, she would walk in, take off her coat, and underneath she
would be already wearing her apron, and with a yellow duster already in the pocket, all ready
for action.
My grandmother was a devout churchgoer, and she had her own definite understanding of
the story of Mary and Martha. She knew that she was a Martha – one who found it hard to sit still
when she believed there was work to be done. Even in church she could be caught
surreptitiously running her finger along the back of the pew in front to see if it had been dusted.
And she believed that there was a place in the world for Marthas. That is indeed the usual
understanding of the story of Jesus’ visit to the sisters’ house. Our response to Jesus can take
more than one form. Sometimes what is required is action, symbolised by Martha and her
constant activity; sometimes the response if quiet contemplation, as symbolised by Mary and her
sitting at Jesus’ feet. Either of these responses, it is said, is incomplete without the other,
though either one might be the right thing to do at any given time. So when Jesus visited the
sisters, he went there, perhaps, to talk to them or to spend some quiet time with them, and in
that circumstamce it was Mary’s response that he valued most. In other circumstances he may
have been hungry or tired, and then it would have been Martha’s preparations that would have
been most helpful to him. The world needs both Marthas and Marys. There may even be some
symbolic significance in the fact that Mary and Martha were sisters. There may be a hint of a
suggestion that the two sisters symbolise the two sides of one person and that, in the life of any
one person there are times when action is required and times when quiet reflection is required.
My grandmothers answer to this thought (just to finish off the grandmother
reminiscences) was to attempt both at the same time. She always sang hymns when she was
working around the house, presumably in order to be reflective and prayerful as well as active
and useful.

Now the story of Mary and Martha looks very much like a parable. We know, of course,
that Luke relates it as an account of an actual visit that Jesus made to a pair of real sisters who
really did these things. But the construction and the flavour of the story are very much like the
stories that Jesus made up teach people about the Kingdom of God. ‘A great teacher went to
visit two sisters, and one of them spent her time working busily round the house, while the other
sat at the feet of the teacher…’ and so on. What could we learn if we treated this story as if it
was a parable? Well, it remonds us that people are gifted in different ways and therefore
people respond to Jesus in different ways, each offering their own skills and talents to the work
of the kingdom. Martha was a ‘doer’ while Mary was a ‘listener’. It’s a reasonable application
of the story to our own situation as followers of Jesus in our time.
We meet Mary and Martha again in the story of the raising of Lazarus. They know Jesus
well – something that’s not made clear by Luke in his story - and they are distraught that their
brother has died, and especially distraught that Jesus wasn’t there at the time of his death.
Characteristically, when they heard that Jesus was on his way, it was Martha who went running
to meet him, while Mary stayed at home. And Martha said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died.’ After Jesus has comforted Martha with some words of faith,
Mary comes out to him and says, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my bother would not have died.’
It is significant that both Mary and Martha greet Jesus with exactly the same words. The
implication is that each had an equally strong faith and belief in Jesus. Martha, from her
background of busy, practical service, and Mary, from her place of peaceful reflection, had both
arrived at the same place in their relationship with Jesus.
Now it may be that when we come to think about our own day to day relationship with
Jesus, we all approach it in different ways. Think about prayer. There are those who will
carefully designate a certain amount of time each day, perhaps at the same time every day, for
prayer; there are those who will prefer to offer tiny mini-prayers as they go through their day’s
activity; there are those who will gain great strength and benefit from time spent alone in
prayer, while others will get more from the regular practice of praying as part of a group or a
congregation; there will be some who never set aside time for prayer at all, and who will never
consciously stop and put their thoughts or their concerns into words, but who will incorporate
their prayer into their daily activities, like Martha. The fact is that there is no right way or
wrong way of engaging in prayer. The example of Mary and Martha shows that our journey with
God can bring us to the same place through a variety of different routes.
There will be times when, like Martha, we are fussing and distracted by our many tasks
when a pause and an awareness of God with us as we do them would help us and when, like
Mary, we might choose the better way of taking a step back and reflecting for a moment. And
equally, there may be times when action is called for, and a quiet withdrawal into a time of
prayer may simply be a way of avoiding a difficult situation. For there are times when a helping
hand, a hot meal, or a few words of encouragement can be as much a prayer as time spent in
quiet reflection.
I suspect that my grandmother got it about right. Outwardly she was Martha, always
doing, always active, always seeking the next thing to be done; but inwardly she was Mary, with
the words and music of faith always on her lips as she worked.
Maybe we are called to be Mary; maybe we are called to be Martha; or maybe both.

Hymn 532:
Lord of creation,
to you be all praise!
Most mighty your working, most wondrous your ways!
Your glory and greatness no mortal can tell,
and yet in the heart of the humble you dwell.
Lord of all power,
I give you my will,
in joyful obedience your tasks to fulfil.
Your bondage is freedom, your service is song;
and, held in your keeping, my weakness is strong.
Lord of all wisdom,
I give you my mind,
rich truth that surpasses my knowledge to find;
what eye has not seen and what ear has not heard
is taught by your Spirit and shines from your word.
Lord of all bounty,
I give you my heart;
I praise and adore you for all you impart,
your love to inspire me, your counsel to guide,
your presence to shield me, whatever betide.
Lord of all being,
I give you my all;
if e'er I disown you, I stumble and fall;
but, led in your service your word to obey,
I'll walk in your freedom to the end of the way.
Prayer:
Loving God,
In love You created us,
and in love you sustain us, day after day.
So it is with confidence that we bring our prayers to you
We pray for the world around us,
for the many who continue to suffer and call out for help:
for those without enough to eat or drink;
for those caught up in violence and political uprisings;
for those picking up the pieces after a natural disaster;
for those desperate to find work to support their families.
Gracious God, hear our prayer.
We also pray for family and friends who are suffering:
those afflicted or affected by the coronavirus plague,
those struggling physically or emotionally,

those working to overcome mental illness;
those facing challenges at home or at work;
those grieving the death of a loved one.
Gracious God, hear our prayer.
God, You have called us to pray for our enemies;
to bless, rather than curse, those who deliberately seek to harm us.
We bring their names before you now—
those who have hurt us, physically or emotionally;
those who have stolen from us,
or cheated us of what was rightfully ours;
those who have spread rumours about us,
or turned our friends against us.
We ask you to bless them.
Open our hearts so that we may see them as you see them,
and be able to respond to them with your love.
Gracious God, hear our prayer.
We pray for your church around the world,
that it might be a living demonstration of your kingdom:
offering hospitality to all,
ready to help in times of need,
showing love to friends and enemies alike,
seeking to live in peace with all.
Gracious God, hear our prayer.
God, we praise you for your faithful love,
and for the mercy you have shown toward us.
Open our eyes to recognize your presence in our lives.
Give us grace to hear your call,
and courage to follow without hesitation,
knowing that your way is the way that leads to life.
God of all, especially this day
again we bring before you
the war in Ukraine.
In a world you made for peace and flourishing,
we lament the use of armed force.
We mourn every casualty of this conflict,
every precious life extinguished by war.
We pray comfort for those who grieve
and those who are fearful.
Hear our longing that leaders and nations
will honour the worth of all people
by having the courage
to resolve conflict through dialogue.

May all our human failings be transformed
by your wonderful grace and goodness.
We ask this in the name of Christ,
the author of peace and sustainer of Creation.
I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply
in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today.
Hear our prayer, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
Hymn 200:
The kingdom of God
is justice and joy,
for Jesus restores
what sin would destroy;
God's power and glory
in Jesus we know,
and here and hereafter
the kingdom shall grow.
The kingdom of God
is mercy and grace,
the prisoners are freed,
the sinners find place,
the outcast are welcomed
God's banquet to share,
and hope is awakened
in place of despair.
The kingdom of God
is challenge and choice,
believe the good news,
repent and rejoice!
His love for us sinners
brought Christ to his cross,
our crisis of judgement
for gain or for loss.
God's kingdom is come,
the gift and the goal,
in Jesus begun,
in heaven made whole;
the heirs of the kingdom
shall answer his call,
and all things cry 'Glory!'
to God all in all.
Benediction:
In the coming week,

may we experience the presence of God with joy.
May the holy cloud comfort us.
May the divine voice encourage us.
May the power of the Spirit transform us,
transform our world.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with each one of us and with all those love, today and for ever more. Amen

