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Call to Worship:
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up:
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.

Prayer/Meditation:
As we join for worship
may the peace of God enfold us;
In these times of conflict
may the peace of Christ inspire us;
In this world of suffering and pain
may the peace of the Spirit comfort us.
We give thanks for this opportunity again to offer our worship. May we, throough this time spent
together, recognise that God is here, realise how many blessings we have received, and
understand how much we are loved. May we listen for the voice of God and follow where we are
called, to love one another and live as the people of God, to be the people we are called to be.
We wonder at the mystery and greatness of God, giving thanks for all we have been given, and
expressing sorrow at all we have done wrong. May we be aware of the presence of God here,
now, and at all times and in all things; and may we give thanks whenever and wherever we are
reminded that God is here in all the beauty, variety and interest, in all that we live for, in all
that we enjoy, in all that we celebrate.
And we give thanks for the message of the gospel – the good news of the power of live and the
promise of a new kind of life of grace, peace and justice for all people.
So often we fail to appreciate all that we have and all that has been promised us; we become
over-familiar and unmoved by the wonders and marvels that surround us every day; we become
more concerned with what we don’t have than with what we do, preoccupied with the negative
instead of the positive.

We seek forgiveness for so often turning the gospel into something inhibiting and restricting,
instead of something liberating; for binding people with heavy burdens instead of releasing
them; for setting limits to our own love and the love of God instead of offering and accepting
love without condition; for being more concerned about what is wrong than with what is right.
May we accept life in all its fulness and celebrate love in all its richness – the life of the Kingdom
of God, the love to which Jesus calls us, and may we make known the good news to those around
us that they too may understand the life of the Kingdom and the love of God through Jesus
Christ.
Reading: James 5:7-11
Hymn 116:
Praise the Lord, ye heavens adore him;
praise him, angels in the height;
sun and moon, bow down before him,
praise him, all ye stars and light.
Praise the Lord, for he hath spoken,
worlds his mighty voice obeyed;
laws, that never shall be broken,
for their guidance he hath made.
Praise the Lord, for he is glorious;
never shall his promise fail;
God hath made his saints victorious;
sin and death shall not prevail.
Praise the God of our salvation;
hosts on high, his power proclaim;
heaven and earth, and all creation,
laud and magnify his name.
Reading: Luke 17:5-10
Reflection:
The letter of James, from which we read earlier, speaks of patience in the face of adversity. It
speaks of the patience and perseverance of Job in the Old Testament, who endured all kinds of
tragedy and disaster yet remained faithful.
‘Be pateint and stand firm’, says James. That’s a message that might be quite appealing
to many of us. It fits rather nicely with the British stereotype of the ‘stiff upper lip’. Endure,
persevere, be patient, let nothing affright you. That’s not just James saying that, it’s the
typically British national characteristic of stoicism that is sometimes summed up in the phrase
‘Keep Calm and Carry On’. Whatever internal turmoil or external threat we may be enduring,
the cultural expectation is that there will be no outward sign. ‘Be patient and stand firm’.
It’s not just emotions, whether joyful or traumatic, that we have a reputation of keeping
to ourselves. For many of us too it is difficult to share our thoughts and feelings about our faith.

Sometimes Christians do go to clergy or spiritual advisors or Christian friends seeking help
with issues of deepening or increasing their faith or of overcoming doubts and uncertainty. This
is not surprising because most of us experience such needs. It is a mark of strength of faith to
want to grow spiritually.
Today’s Gospel reading relates a similar event. Jesus’ disciples made what would seem
a logical and obvious request. They said, “Increase our faith.” If we were hearing this for the
first time, as Jesus was, how would we expect Jesus to respond? By giving them pointers so they
could have more faith? By helping them understand God better so their faith could become
deeper? By assuring them of God’s love so they would have fewer doubts?
Indeed, Jesus started with an affirmation that the disciples have chosen a fitting topic.
He described the power of faith as being so strong that even the tiniest bit of it would provide a
force that, for example, could successfully order a tree to be uprooted and planted in the sea.
Then, however, Jesus immediately put a twist on the disciples’ request by taking the
discussion to an unexpected level. He surprises all Christians by teaching an unusual lesson.
Jesus startles his followers by saying that the task of discipleship does not require very much
faith at all.
What Jesus insisted is that all we need is to obey God and do our duty. As examples, he
depicts each of his disciples as a humble servant, a slave who tends sheep and ploughs fields.
The effect of Jesus’ teaching is that a true disciple needs only enough faith to serve and to care
for God’s people with the attentiveness of a slave.
Today's Gospel story is puzzling to many people. It even sounds a bit harsh. The servant
has been out working hard all day. The master has probably been sitting around the house or, at
best, has been engaged in some high level negotiations. Dirty and weary after a long day's work,
the servant comes home and the master has a number of expectations before the servant may
eat himself or rest. The master expects the servant to serve his supper, wait until he has eaten,
and then probably wash the dishes, sweep the kitchen and dining room, run a few errands, serve
him his after dinner coffee, and so on. Then the servant might be allowed to sit down and eat
himself. And Jesus says that this is what the servant should expect! He is, after all, the servant.
The master does not owe him any thanks or consideration. The servant should understand that
doing all of this is simply his duty.
This feels rather harsh - especially to those of us who are not even used to the idea of
servants. It doesn't seem right that one person should work so hard and then be expected to wait
on another person who probably has not been working very hard.
So, Jesus reminds his disciples not only of their duty to be hardworking servants, but to
be servants who don’t expect to be thanked. This, he says, constitutes what faith is. Surely a
call for an unrecognized—un-thanked—form of faith is not something many of us want to hear.
Yet it is the truth of Jesus’ Gospel.
* Faith, he tells us, is mostly a matter of duty within relationship.
* Faith, he tells us, is not something that we can do alone.
* Faith, he tells us, is lived out in interactions between two or more people.
The servant serves a master. Without a master, there is no servant. Without a servant,
there is no master. Without our duty to serve others, we have no faith.

Without this God-given obligation to one another, we revert to our selfish little worlds.
Without this God-given obligation our faith becomes self-serving—a security blanket or a ticket
to a life of self-gratification.
All of us, following our Baptismal promises, are always learning how to grow in Christ. In
doing so, we experience ever anew the power of God in our lives as we gain that power by
understanding more about faith as obedience to God. We gain that power and an increase in
faith as we follow the great commandment to love God with all we are and to love others as we
love ourselves.
This might not make a good evangelism message for some. It might seem too demanding
for the faint hearted to hear that being a part of the Body of Christ is so much about giving, and
doing so without expecting to be thanked. Is that our message of evangelism? Is that how we
grow into the full stature of Christ?
Yes, it is, according to Jesus. As we grow in Christ we will learn not to expect to be
thanked but to give ourselves away for others, doing acts of faith and obeying God. In learning
what our duty to God and our neighbour truly is, we will increase our faith.
The standards that Jesus sets for his followers seem not only impossibly high, but quite
contrary to the human nature that motivates us to care for and look after ourselves. And if we
look through the history of the Christian Church we will indeed see that it is those Christian
heroes who have completely denied themselves and taken up their cross and followed Jesus who
are most highly revered. People like Mother Teresa of Calcutta who have denied themselves
every scrap of wealth or comfort in order to serve the Kingdom of God. People whom we admire
but can not bring ourselves to follow their example.
Our calling is not easy, as Jesus himself made clear. To be slaves of the Kingdom, to
serve without thought for reward or even thanks, to be supported and encouraged by the
gathering of the Christian community, to be inspired by the presence of the Holy Spirit, to be
committed to the life of the Kingdom above our own comforts, and to bear it all with good
grace, all the faith we can muster, and perhaps even a stiff upper lip.
Amen
Hymn 520:
For ourselves no longer living,
let us live for Christ alone;
of ourselves more strongly giving,
go as far as he has gone:
one with God who chose to be
one with us to set us free.
If we are to live for others,
share, as equals, human worth,
join the round of sisters, brothers,
that encircles all the earth!
All the fullness earth affords,
is the people's, is the Lord's.

Fighting fear and exploitation
is our daily common call;
finding selfhood, building nations,
sharing what we have with all.
As the birds that soar in flight,
let us rise towards the light.
Let us rise and join the forces
that combine to do God's will,
wisely using earth's resources,
human energy and skill.
Let us now, by love released,
celebrate the future's feast!
Prayer:
Jesus promised that those who seek will find, and so we bring now our prayers for all in our
world, known and unknown to us who in different ways are seeking and searching. May the light
of Christ shine upon them: a beacon of hope and a lamp to their path.
We pray for those who search for meaning, their lives empty, devoid of purpose, hungry for
something or someone to put their trust in. In the bewildering variety of this world’s voices,
each claiming to offer an answer may the love of God break through and the message of the
gospel touch their hearts so that the may find in Jesus the one who is the Way, the Truth and
the Life. May the light of Christ shine upon them: a beacon of hope and a lamp to their path.
We pray for those for whom the journey of life is hard, beset by pain, sickness and sorrow, or
overwhelmed by disater, deprivation and injustice. In the trials they face and the burdens they
struggle with may the love of God break through and the message of the gospel bring strength
and comfort, help, healing and inspiration. May the light of Christ shine upon them: a beacon of
hope and a lamp to their path.
We pray for those unsure of the way ahead, faced with difficult choices and vital decisions,
troubled by situations in which they can see no way forward, or doubting their ability to cope
with the demands the future will bring. In the uncertainties of this ever-changing world, may
the love of God break through and the message of the gospel bring a new sense of direction, an
inner peace, and the assurance that, whatever they may face they will know that nothing can
separate them from the love of God. May the light of Christ shine upon them: a beacon of hope
and a lamp to their path.
We pray for those who have gone astray – betraying their principles, pr their loved ones. In this
world of so many subtle yet powerful temptations may the love of God break through and the
message of the gospel bring new beginnings so that, however low they may have fallen they will
know themselves forgiven, accepted and restored. May the light of Christ shine upon them: a
beacon of hope and a lamp to their path.
We pray for all who seek purpose, help, guidance and mercy. May they find in God the answe to
their prayer and the end to their searching.
I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply
in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today.

Hear our prayer, which we offer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
Hymn 533:
Lord of good life,
the hosts of the undying
hail thee as conqueror on the heavenly field;
so we on earth,
to their great song replying,
here to thy claim
our earthly service yield.
Take thou our strength,
for thou hast proved the stronger,
victor in wars
our weakness never knew;
take thou our love,
for thou hast loved the longer;
take thou our truth,
for thou hast proved more true.
Take thou our courage,
for thy trumpets call us
on where disciples
shall new perils meet;
take thou our fears
that weaken and enthral us,
tread them to dust
beneath thy conquering feet.
Glory to God,
who now to us has given
best of his gifts,
the call to share his strife!
Glory to God,
who bids us fight for heaven
here in the dust
and joy of human life!
Benediction:
May God bless the world in which we move,
and bless our homes and bless our friends.
May God bless the eyes with which we see,
and bless the ears with which we listen.
May God bless the way we use our hands,
and bless the way we employ our tongues.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with each one of us and with all those love, today and for ever more. Amen

