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Call to Worship: 

For those who through the years have laboured for reconciliation, 

for those who have put their lives at risk in the cause of peace, 

for those who have spread the gospel of justice through all the world, 

for them all we give thanks. 

Their herioc courage and their persistent endeavour have filled us with new hope. 

 

Light-creator God, evil and darkness cannot for ever make their home  

where you are welcomed in. 

 Forgive us for the places where your light has been shut out. 

 Light-giver Christ, fear and fault-finding have no place where your love is invited in. 

 Forgive us for the places where your love has been shut out. 

 Light-conductor Spirit, lonliness and self-sufficiency have no place where your children 

are welcomed in. 

 Forgive us for the places where we have shut them out. 

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

Loving God, we worship you today, glad to have this time to offer in our thoughts and prayers 

the feelings of reverence we find hard to put into words. 

We think of the order and beauty of the natural world, the apparent strength and permenance 

of the planet we inhabit, the unstoppable cycle of the seasons.  And as we move from summer 

into autumn and prepare ourselves for winter, we are glad of the changing seasons, aware that 

our adjusting of clocks and watches is a sign, not of any control over nature but of our 

compromise and co-operation with the unfolding of time.  

So we give thanks for the world around us.  Each falling leaf, each breath of wind, each drop of 

rain, each passing moment a clue to the greateness and providence of God whom we seek to 

know and love; each friendly smile, each word of welcome, each act of kindness a sign of the 

universal goodness of love; each offering of prayer, each note of music, each reverent thought a 

response to the God who is with us, around us and in us. 

But as we give thanks for all that is good in the world, we are aware how close our words must 

be to hypocrisy.  For millions of people this is not a good world; for many there are no words of 

kindness or friendly smiles or words of welcome.  For many the natural world is a bringer of 

suffering and loss, of famine or flood.  Forgive our complacency and smugness; help us to see 

the world for what it is, home to rich and poor, comfortable and miserable, prospering and 

suffering. 

And may we continue to hear the call of Jesus Christ to follow him; and may we continue to 

respond to that call in whatever ways we can for, despite everything, we are convinced of the 

potential goodness of creation, that this is a world where all can be free and at peace.  Uphold 

us in our mission to proclaim the gospel of Christ, the gospel of peace and justice, the gospel of 



love and care, the gospel of concern for the whole world and all its creatures, so that in our 

worship and in our lives, we may not be concerned for only our own well-being, but with the 

health, strength and happiness of all God’s people. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Isaiah 1:10-18 

Hymn 484:   

We come unto our faithful God, 

the Rock of our Salvation; 

the eternal arms, that sure abode, 

we make our habitation; 

we seek thee as thy saints have sought; 

we bring thee, Lord, the praise they brought, 

in every generation. 

 

The fire divine their steps that led 

still goeth bright before us; 

the heavenly shield around them spread 

is still uplifted o'er us; 

the grace those sinners that subdued, 

the strength those weaklings that renewed, 

doth vanquish, doth restore us. 

 

Their joy unto their Lord we bring; 

their song to us descendeth; 

the Spirit who in them did sing 

to us his music lendeth; 

his song in them, in us, is one; 

we raise it high, we send it on, 

the song that never endeth. 

 

Ye saints to come, take up the strain, 

the same sweet theme endeavour; 

unbroken be the golden chain; 

keep on the song for ever; 

safe in the same dear dwelling-place, 

rich with the same eternal grace, 

bless the same boundless Giver. 

 

Reading: Luke 19:1-10  

 

Reflection:  

If Sunday school was part of your background, cast your mind back.  Do you remember a popular 

Sunday School song that went something like: 



Zacchaeus was a wee little man, 

and a wee little man was he. 

He climbed up in a sycamore tree 

For the Lord he wanted to see. 

And when Jesus passed that way 

He looked up in the tree, 

and said, “Zaccheus, you come down! 

For I’m going to your house you see!” 

Zacchaeus was a wee little man, 

Now a happy man was he, 

For he had seen the Lord that day 

And a very happy man was he. 

That story of Jesus’ meeting with Zacchaeus is of course one of the best known in the gospels, 

and seems perfect for telling to children; the “wee little man” who came to see Jesus pass by 

when he visited Jericho, and was the one singled out for special attention .  

 Zacchaeus was a Chief Tax Collector, and would not have been a popular figure in the Jericho 

community.  He may have climbed the tree because mingling with the crowd to get closer to 

Jesus might not have been an option. 

You probably already know the tax collectors at that time were seen as collaborators in that 

they served the Roman invaders, and as a good number were also known to skim something off 

the top for their own gain, it is very likely Zacchaeus would have been suspected, distrusted, 

and even hated.  

So Zacchaeus climbs the tree to see Jesus and no doubt to everyone’s surprise, Jesus not only 

takes notice of him up there, even addresses him by name and invites himself to Zacchaeus’ 

place for a meal. Zacchaeus, apparently overcome with Jesus’ accepting attitude, is sufficiently 

contrite to offer to reform and not only promises to repay those he had cheated, but to give 

back more than he had taken. 

 In terms of our modern understanding of what traditionally used to be termed sin, this 

repayment plays an important psychological role. Jesus is in effect nudging Zacchaeus towards 

an opportunity for redemption. 

 Jesus does not appear to have done anything particularly dramatic to bring Zacchaeus to 

this moment,  but Zacchaeus nevertheless chooses his own form of restorative justice as a result 

of Jesus’ intervention. 

 Although we can easily see the compassionate wisdom shown by Jesus in the story, 

equally striking is the contrast with what most of us might have done in the circumstances. 

When we spot someone in the crowd who is normally rejected by decent society, by convention, 

we are not expected to show them recognition or acceptance. And this would be even more 

unlikely on an occasion when we ourselves are surrounded by friends and even, as in the case of 

Jesus, by admirers. 

 And did you notice that Jesus knew Zacchaeus by name? Again beggars, homeless people, 

suspected theives, scammers and criminals,  and other forms of society’s rejects do not normally 

attract our personal consideration to the extent of discovering and using their names. 



 And it is one thing to show ourselves to be sufficiently generous to stop to talk to 

someone unworthy of our trust. It is quite a different matter to offer to dine with them. 

Certainly we can see why this recognition and acceptance by Jesus may have been likely to have 

made such an impression on Zacchaeus – and we can also probably see that these actions were 

entirely consistent with the message Jesus represented. 

 The question then becomes: how may we represent this same message to others? If we 

follow the custom of our society, then we most certainly won’t be demonstrating by our actions 

what we learn about Jesus in this story. 

 So simply re-telling the story is not enough. Talking about it or reading about it to others 

won’t help either, particularly if others see us, the self-appointed messengers of the one who 

reached out to the rejected, rather as the sort of people who themselves prefer to join the 

crowd and identify and shun them. We are only too aware that there is a technical term for the 

sort of people who claim to represent a message in words yet contradict the message with their 

own actions, but the question each of us must answer for ourselves – is do we really want that 

term …. of hypocrite…. applied to us? 

 Today’s reading from Isaiah raises the same issue in a very blunt way.  To be a person of 

faith – and this applies to all faiths, not just Christianity and Judaism – means a lot more than 

simply following the rules and traditions of our faith community – it involves a way of life. 

 For Isaiah that meant that all the worship and ritual of the Temple was worse than 

useless.  His words are addressed to the people of the kingdom of Judah, which he compares to 

the sinful cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  He warns them that God will not receive their 

worship, will not accept their sacrifices, will not listen to their prayers, even though they are 

worshipping in exactly the right way,  in accordance with their traditions .  In their worship they 

are offering exactly what they believe God wants of them. 

 But no, says Isaiah, that is not good enough.  Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek 

justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 

 Isaiah makes it clear that it is not worship alone that fulfils our calling as God’s people, 

but our relationship with the world around us.  And here, as with Jesus in the story of 

Zacchaeus, the people are given a nudge towards redemption – albeit a much stronger and more 

direct nudge that Jesus gives – more like a shove, really.: 

Come now, let us argue it out,  says the Lord: 

though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; 

though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 

If you are willing and obedient,  

you shall eat the good of the land;  
 but if you refuse and rebel, 

you shall be devoured by the sword; 

 for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

 We are all tainted with hypocrisy to a greater or lesser degree – it is a feature of our 

weak humanity – but in Isaiah’s powerful words to the Judeans, and in Jesus’ gentle nudge to 

Zacchaeus, there is hope of transformation, for ourselves and for the world. 



 Hymn 107:   

The love of God comes close 

where stands an open door 

to let the stranger in, 

to mingle rich and poor. 

The love of God is here to stay; 

embracing those who walk his way, 

the love of God is here to stay. 

 

The peace of God comes close 

to those caught in the storm, 

forgoing lives of ease 

to case the lives forlorn. 

The peace of God is here to stay; 

embracing those who walk his way, 

the peace of God is here to stay. 

 

The joy of God comes close 

where faith encounters fears, 

where heights and depths of life 

are found through smiles and tears. 

The joy of God is here to stay; 

embracing those who walk his way, 

the joy of God is here to stay. 

 

The grace of God comes close 

to those whose grace is spent, 

when hearts are tired or sore 

and hope is bruised and bent. 

The grace of God is here to stay; 

embracing those who walk his way, 

the grace of God is here to stay. 

 

The Son of God comes close 

where people praise his name, 

where bread and wine are blest 

and shared as when he came. 

The Son of God is here to stay; 

embracing those who walk his way, 

the Son of God is here to stay. 

 

Prayer: 

We pray for ourselves and others, for the church and for the world. 

‘Hear the good news of the Kingdom’, we say, but there are those who cannot hear because 

their world is filled with the sounds of suffering and for them there is only bad news. 

‘Healing for the sick,’ we say, but there are those for whom healing is a forlorn hope or just an 

impossibility. 



‘Freedom from oppression, ‘ we say, but still there are millions living in the shadow of hunger 

and death while other live extravagant wasteful lives. 

‘Release for the captive,’ we say, perhaps without really knowing what we mean by it; happy to 

live with the knowledge that prisons throughout the world are filled beyond capacity. 

And so in our prayer of intercession we remember those to whom we are called to bring good 

news.  We remember those who suffer; those for whom each day brings more bad news; those 

whose relationships with others bring them not love but misery; those whose work is not an 

expression of their talent or skill but an endless struggle to provide for themselves and their 

dependents. 

May they hear news that is truly good. 

We remember those who are deprived of even the essentials of live; who live in poverty so 

desperate it is hard for us even to imagine; who live with pain and sickness because no medical 

help is available to them; who have to rely on their children to be providers. 

May they hear news that is truly good. 

We remember those who are trapped by poverty, unable because of their circumstances to 

realise dreams and ambitions; and those who are trapped by their wealth, unable to relax, 

fearful of future loss. 

May they hear news that is truly good. 

We remember people in our own community and our own church, and think now in a moment of 

silence of those known to us who need our prayers … 

As we pray for others, let us not think that our prayer is a fulfilment of our calling to mission; let 

us not believe that by words alone we can bring good news;  let us not rest believing we have 

done our bit. 

Rather, may our prayer be the starting-point of our proclamation; may our thoughts about the 

plight of others be the seeds of generosity, the beginning of service, the catalyst of caring; may 

our prayer go with us out from here into the world and may we ourselves be its answer; in the 

ways we treat other people; in our attitudes and responses to those who are different from us, 

in our understanding of those who are culturally and geographically far from us, and in our 

desire to serve the kingdom of God by serving others. 

We have heard good news; let us  share it, and let us work to ensure that the news we bring is 

truly good. 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayers. loving God, which we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn 72:   

Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers' arms has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 



 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

And free us from all ills, in this world and the next. 

 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 

The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven; 

The one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore, 

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 

Benediction 

May we run and not be weary. 

May we rise up on the wings of eagles. 

May we know without doubt  

that the everlasting God goes with us! 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with each one of us and with all those we love, today and for ever more.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


