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Call to Worship: 

May the peoples praise you, O God; 

May all the peoples praise you. 

May the nations be glad and sing for joy; 

For you rule the peoples justly. 

May the peoples praise you, O God; 

May all the peoples praise you. 

 

Lord of all, give wisdom to those who work for peace, 

so that a more secure future may be ensured for all. 

Give courage to those who strive for justice, 

so that the causes of conflict may be overcome. 

Give strength to those who seek to break down barriers, 

that divisions of race, colour, creed and culture may be ended. 

Grant that wherever war, or the threat of war, continues to cause fear; 

a way of reconciliation may be found and harmony established among people and nations. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer.  Amen 

 

 

Prayer/Meditation: 

We worship this day to remember and learn – to remember the lessons of the past: the cost of 

war; the price of peace; the scope of human evil; the extent of human self sacrifice.  May we 

think on all we owe – lest we forget. 

 

May we learn the lessons of the past – to live and work for peace; to fight only what is evil and 

corrupt; to serve and not to count the cost; to give our all in the cause of a better world.  May 

we think on all we owe – lest we forget. 

 

We worship this day to remember our dependence on God: the power and beauty of creation; 

the faith of God’s people throughout history; the life and witness of Jesus Christ; the love of 

God experienced day by day in our own lives.  May we think on all we owe – lest we forget. 

 

Generation after generation, 

loving God, has lifted its hands and voice to you 

in search of peace - for a world in chaos, 

aflame with anger, and torn by hatred. 

And so we pray on behalf of our generation. 

The horrors of war are no longer distant or hidden. 

We watch the terror unfolding,  

the missiles falling, the earth exploding,the smoke rising. 

Fear and sorrow fill our hearts. 



With deep sighs approaching despair, we watch the march of death across the fields where 

people laboured in hope of harvest, and through their towns now turned to rubble. 

We sense the breaking of your heart, the unfinished grieving of Gethsemane. 

 

And we recognise that war is no accident. 

We have allowed evil the upper hand. 

Just grievances go unheeded, resentments fester 

and indifference clouds the wisdom and love that would save us. 

Forgive us for wanting peace without working for it, 

for mistaking talk of sacrifice for the real thing. 

Come, Lord, mend and remake us 

and show us the way that leads to true peace. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Isaiah 40:21-24, 28-31; I Corinthians 9:16-23 

Hymn: 705:   

Our God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home: 

 

Under the shadow of thy throne 

thy saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is thine arm alone, 

and our defence is sure. 

 

Before the hills in order stood, 

or earth received her frame; 

from everlasting thou art God, 

to endless years the same. 

 

A thousand ages in thy sight  

are like an evening gone; 

short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun. 

 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 

they fly forgotten, as a dream 

dies at the opening day. 

 

Our God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

be thou our guard while troubles last, 

and our eternal home. 



 

Reading: Mark 1:29-39 

 

Reflection:  

 On this Sunday of the year, Remembrance Sunday, as well as thinking about the usual 

themes of sacrifice, bravery, security, conflict and peace, we have brought to our attention the 

difficult question of how we, as a nation and as individuals, relate to people who are not like us.  

Anyone conducting a Remembrance Day service has to tread the fine line between some kind of 

obscene patriotic jingoism and a critique of war that diminishes and cheapens the deaths of 

those who fell in battle to protect us.  The problem is that we know how wrong it is to regard 

Remembrance Day as a celebration of victory, yet how insensitive it is to simply say that all war 

is evil and wrong.  How much easier it would be if we were passionate believers in the concept 

of just war; if we, like some Muslims (and I suppose some Christians) believed that it was the 

will of God that enemies should be put to death and that victory for justice and truth could 

reasonably be achieved through violence and killing. 

 But we are not fundamentalist fanatics, and so we have a difficult path to walk; one 

which leads us always to justice and truth, but at the same time causes us to have regard and 

respect – and indeed love – not only for our compatriots and fellow Christians, but for all people, 

regardless of nationality or faith. 

 The Bible, it has to be admitted, does not make the path any easier for us.  Our three 

readings today are examples of three different approaches to faith.  Different and indeed 

conflicting. 

 The Old Testament, illustrated in our reading from Isaiah, presents a God who looks after 

and protects his own people.  The reading speaks of a great and powerful creator whose strength 

is available to his people; who is greater and more powerful than all the most powerful rulers on 

earth; who relates to people as people relate to grasshoppers; who never grows tired or weary; 

who knows and understands everything; and who gives power, strength and endurance to his 

people. 

 If we were to take these verses to heart and assume, as some do, that, as part of the 

Bible, they were written for us, then our attitude to other nations and races would be simple.  

God is our God, we are his people and he protects and comforts us – and he gives us the strength 

and skill to destroy our enemies who are, of course our God’s enemies as well. 

 But because we take the Bible seriously we know that all this was written by Israel for 

Israel and that it cannot simply be transposed from one time to another and from one people to 

another.  Our view of the Old Testament as a record of Israel’s understanding of God does not 

permit us to lift passages like this and assume that they were written specifically for us, even 

though that would give us an instant understanding of our relationship with enemies and friends 

and an instant conviction that God is always on our side. 

 We can find a completely different approach in the writing of Paul, illustrated in our 

reading from his first letter to the Corinthians.  Here he is addressing the conflict between 

Jewish and Gentile Christians, and trying to explain how he copes with the emergence of 

different faith groups within the Christian Church.  He sounds as if he is trying to play down the 

differences.  Rather than coming out on one side or the other and saying that Christians are 

either bound by the Jewish Law or they are not, he walks a tightrope, seemingly afraid of 

alienating either one side or the other.  To those who want to observe the law, he ‘became as 

one under the law’ even though he believed that he wasn’t under the law. And to those who did 

not want to observe the law he ‘became as one outside the law’, even though he felt 

constrained by what he called the law of Christ. 



 Initially it looks as if there is something quite appealing in this approach.  It strikes a 

chord with our liberal tradition which believes in justice and inclusiveness.  If we overlook the 

differences of belief and try to concentrate on the common ground, then perhaps it will be 

possible to arrive at an accommodation or compromise in which all people can feel included.  

We can be all things to all people. 

 Yet there is an uneasy feeling of hypocrisy about this.  Should our attitude to others be so 

chameleon-like that we simply appear to be agreeing with whoever we happen to be talking to 

at the time?  And – even worse – Paul then reveals his motives for this kind of approach.  It is so 

that by these means he might save some.  ‘I do it all for the gospel,’ he says, ‘so that I may 

share in its blessings.’  It seems, after all this, that he is walking this tightrope in order to 

recruit other disciples or even to assure his own reward. 

 Last week in one of our church’s house groups there was an interesting discussion about 

the difference between the faith of Jesus and the faith in Jesus.  This is an important, 

fascinating and often overlooked concept.  The church almost from the beginning and led by 

Paul has preached faith in Jesus, and much of the church today preaches a message of salvation 

through Jesus.  Put your faith in him and all will be well for all eternity – to put it extremely 

simply.  For much of the church it seems that the purpose of mission, indeed the very reason for 

the church’s existence, is to recruit new members.  A successful church is one that is constantly 

growing; a successful Christian is one whose life is dedicated to Christ and is lived according to 

certain principles which include constant prayer and thanksgiving and a constant striving to bring 

more and more people to Christ and to the church.  All that is faith in Jesus. 

 But when we examine the faith of Jesus, we don’t really detect much of a desire to 

establish a new religion at all.  Of course Jesus approached individuals and asked them to follow 

him, but there is no indication that Jesus ever wanted to be worshipped in the way he is today, 

or that through his death there would come a miraculous fresh start for the people of the world 

as is preached my much of the church today.  Jesus’ faith seems to have been equally ambitious 

but somewhat different.  He was proclaiming a new kind of world in which the faith of his 

ancestors was transformed and renewed; in which the love and care of God that was spoken of 

in the scriptures was shared among all people of the world regardless of their history, condition 

or faith. As we know, he offended the religious people of his day by associating with 

undesirables; he cared for those who had been pushed to the edges of society; he welcomed 

those whom others rejected; his anger was aroused not by crime or dishonesty but by hypocrisy 

and self-righteousness; his forgiveness seemed to require no proof of repentance. 

 The faith of Jesus as we see it in the gospels is markedly different from the faith in Jesus 

that the church proclaims today. 

 It may be that the state of the world today, the deterioration of relationships between 

people of different nations and faiths, and the deterioration of relationships between different 

branches of the Christian Church is calling us to rediscover the faith of Jesus.  To share that 

concern for the outcast, the marginalised and the different.  Not to be all things to all people 

for the rather underhand motive of gathering all people under the umbrella of Christianity, but 

to acknowledge that our understanding  of God should not be limited to one path, one faith, one 

group, but rather that the faith of Jesus suggests to us a more open more inclusive faith in which 

those Old Testament insights about the nature of God are shared among all people; that the 

strength of God, the endurance of God and the love of God are available to all. 

 Churches of our Reformed tradition are sometimes of accused of wooly wishy-washiness; 

it is sometimes said that we are afraid to take a stand for what we believe in because we are 

afraid of giving offence; that we try to be all things to all people; that it is an easy way out. 



Nothing could be further from the truth. The path we tread is a very difficult one, for it is easier 

to judge and condemn than to welcome and understand, it is easier to isolate and ignore than to 

include and care.  But that way, we believe, is the way of Jesus – and it is that way we follow. 

 

Hymn 625: 

God of freedom, God of justice, 

God whose love is strong as death, 

God who saw the dark of prison, 

God who knew the price of faith: 

touch our world of sad oppression 

with your Spirit's healing breath. 

 

Rid the earth of torture's terror, 

God whose hands were nailed to wood; 

hear the cries of pain and protest, 

God who shed the tears and blood; 

move in us the power of pity, 

restless for the common good. 

 

Make in us a captive conscience 

quick to hear, to act, to plead; 

make us truly sisters, brothers, 

of whatever race or creed: 

teach us to be fully human, 

open to each other's need. 

 

Prayer: 

Jesus, Prince of Peace, hear our prayer. 

For all who have served the cause of peace in time of conflict, we pray… 

For all who have lost loved ones in war, we pray… 

For all who continue to suffer because of war, we pray… 

For all who long for Your peace, we pray… 

For all who dedicate their lives to Your peace, we pray… 

For all who bring Your comfort to veterans and their families, we pray… 

For all of us – called to be messengers of Your peace, we pray… 

Jesus, Prince of Peace, hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus, Hope of Humanity, hear our prayer. 

For all who live in despair, we pray… 

For all who seek healing of body, spirit and soul, we pray… 

For all who live with great losses due to war, we pray… 

For all who trust in Your promises, we pray… 

For all who cling to Your words, we pray… 

For all who minister to veterans and survivors with Your Gospel, we pray… 

For all of us – called to be messengers of Your hope, we pray… 

Jesus, Hope of Humanity, hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus, Restorer of Life, hear our prayer. 



For all whose faith has been wounded by war and violence, we pray… 

For all whose sense of purpose has suffered due to war and violence, we pray… 

For all whose sense of self has been broken by war and violence, we pray… 

For all whose journey remains incomplete without You, we pray… 

For all who seek completeness in You, we pray… 

For all who lead veterans and their communities to fullness of life in You, we pray… 

For all of us – called to be messengers of Your Gospel of Life, we pray… 

Jesus, Restorer of Life, hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus, Healer of All, hear our prayer. 

For all whose bodies bear the marks of war, we pray… 

For all whose spirits bear the scars of war, we pray… 

For all whose wounds are bound up in the prison of addictions, we pray… 

For all who have not yet experienced Your healing love, we pray… 

For all who rely on Your healing presence in their lives, we pray… 

For all who bring Your healing to veterans and their families, we pray… 

For all of us – called to be messengers of Your healing love, we pray… 

Jesus, Healer of All, hear our prayer. 

 

All praise to You, Jesus, Lord and Redeemer. 

For Your Gospel of comfort and peace… 

For Your victory over death and promise of everlasting life… 

For Your presence with us always, to the end of the age… 

For Your gift of the Spirit, Who makes us whole… 

For Your gift of peace, poured into our hearts at Baptism… 

For Your messengers who bring us Your Good News of love and peace… 

For Your call to help spread the Good News with our lives… 

All praise to You, Jesus, Lord and Redeemer. 

 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayers. loving God, which we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn 624: 

Father Eternal, Ruler of Creation, 

Spirit of life, by whom all things are made, 

through the thick darkness covering every nation, 

light to our blindness, come now to our aid! 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done 

 

Rulers and peoples, still we stand divided, 

and, sharing not our griefs, no joy can share; 

by wars and tumults Love is mocked, derided, 

his conquering cross no kingdom wills to bear: 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 



Envious of heart, blind-eyed, with tongues confounded 

nation by nation still goes unforgiven; 

in wrath and fear, by jealousies surrounded, 

building proud towers which shall not reach to heaven 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

Lust of possession causes desolations; 

and meekness has no honour in the earth. 

Led by no star, the rulers of the nations 

still fail to bring us to the blissful birth: 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

How shall we love you, holy, hidden Being, 

unless we love the world which you have made? 

O , give us surer love, for better seeing 

your Word made flesh and in a manger laid: 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

Benediction:  

Now we conclude our worship with renewed inspiration to do the work of God. 

To seek good, not evil, love goodness, and establish justice. 

This the greatest offering we can make; 

letting justice roll down like waters, 

and righteousness like an ever flowing stream. 

We go in peace, with love for our neighbours. 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with each one of us and with all those we love, today and for ever more.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


