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Call to Worship: 

Our souls magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in God our Saviour. 

God has looked with favour on the lowliness of God's servant. 

God's mercy is for those who fear God from generation to generation. 

God has shown strength with God’s arm. God has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 

hearts. 

God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 

God has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 

Come, for God is doing a new thing! 

Come, let us worship God! 

 

Prayer/Meditation:  

We come together on this Christmas Eve to celebrate the birth of the one we call the son of 

God, the child laid in a manger, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  God has done great things for 

us, and we are glad. 

We come recalling that first Christmas centuries ago; the message proclaimed by the angels – 

news of great joy!  God has done great things for us, and we are glad. 

We come remembering the faith of Mary, the thanksgiving of the shepherds and the worship of 

the wise men.  God has done great things for us, and we are glad. 

We come reminding ourselves of the great love of God shown to us and to all people through the 

birth and life of Jesus, through his teaching and heraling, his living and dying.  God has done 

great things for us, and we are glad. 

We give thanks for this time of year – for its mood of joy and celebration, its spirit of goodwill 

and the desire to work for peace, the renewing of old friendships and the building of new ones, 

the coming together of families in love and giving and receiving, the lessons and carols we know 

and love so well.  God has done great things for us and we are glad. 

May we never become so familiar with this season that it loses its meaning; may we neve 

imagine that we know all there is to know about it, or thinking we have understood all there is 

to understand.  God has done great things for us and we are glad. 

May we listen this night for the voice of God and look for the presence of the living Christ; may 

we experience the guiding of the Holy Spirit and respond with joy to the coming of a saviour. 

God has done great things for us and we are glad. 



May we, like Mary, have faith to believe that with God nothing is impossible; like the sheherds 

go in heart and mind to Bethlehem to see what has happened there; like the wise men offer our 

worship and present our gifts; like the great company of angels sing the joyful songs of praise. 

God has done great things for us and we are glad. 

And so may we, when the festivities are over and Christmas is past, return to our daily lives 

glorifying and praising God for all we have seen and heard, the wonder of love revealed in 

Christ! God has done great things for us and we are glad.  Praise be to God, now and for ever!   

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen  

Reading:  Luke 2:1-14 

 

Hymn 159:   

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King, 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled. 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies, 

with the angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem: 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

 

Christ by highest heaven adored, 

Christ the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin's womb: 

veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail the incarnate Deity, 

pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel: 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings: 

mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise the things of earth, 



born to give us second birth: 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

 

Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 

   

Reflection: 

 We are often reminded at this time of year not to lose sight of the real meaning of 

Christmas, and sometimes we have the rather uncomfortable feeling that, as members of the 

Christian Church, the Christmas festival has somehow been taken out of our hands, that it’s no 

longer a Christian festival at all, but has been turned into what is increasingly coming to be 

called ‘the holiday season’. 

 When we see Christmas decorations being put up at the beginning of November, notice 

that the Christmas advertising seems to begin in October; when we hear of the amount of money 

people spend on the whole Christmas extravaganza, andf when we discover how little many 

people seem to know about the actual nativity story in the Bible, we sometimes complain that 

the real meaning of Christmas has been lost, and that it has been turned into nothing more than 

a great festival of self indulgence in which even the act of giving is turned into a competition.  

Many Christians would agree that Christmas in our society is far from what it should be. and 

the question is, are we Christians comfortable taking part in the great commercial Christmas?  

Do we tolerate in in a rather disapproving way in the hope that something of the true Christian 

message will get through?  Or do we ‘go with the flow’, becoming willing participants in the 

whole Christmas hullaballoo, know that, at least for ourselves, we’re doing it for the right 

reason, to celebrate the birth of Jesus? 

 But maybe we’re being a little bit judgemental if we claim even to know what the real 

meaning of Christmas is, and if we somehow look down on people for not taking it in the way we 

think they should.  Maybe, indeed, in this modern world where everyone is free – and indeed 

encouraged – to believe what is right for them and in which neither the Church or any other 

religious organisation is able any longer to instruct people in the rights and wrongs of eternal 

truth, maybe in this time and place there is more than one real meaning of Christmas. 

 For example, there is the traditional understanding of the nativity story and its 

significance, the sentimental part we all enjoy, the story of the shepherds and the angels, Mary 

and Joseph finding no room at the inn, the arrival of three splendid visitors from the East 

bearing expensive gifts; and the infant, meek and mild, born of a virgin, impossibly well 

behaved, who is the Saviour of all.  For many Christians, the story and its meaning represent the 

literal truth about a God who has decided to enter into the life of the world as a human child, 

weak and helpless.  That in a stable in Bethlehem, surrounded by the farmyard animals, the 

Christ was born who is the Lord of heaven and earth – and it is that incarnation that is the real 

meaning of Christmas, the fact that God became human in that child. 

 You do not have to watch TV for very long to discover that this Christian understanding of 

the real meaning of Christmas is widely regarded these days as at best legend and at worst 

fantasy.  You do not have to talk with groups of Christians for long either to discover that there 

are many faithful and loyal Christians who nonetheless have difficulty in accepting that Matthew 

and Luke in the Bible were trying to write an accurate description of events that actually 

happened in the way they described.  For many people there are too many uncertainties: the 

virgin birth, the appearance of angels, the supernatural, miraculous nature of the story, the 

assumption that Matthew and Luke were writing to persuade people of the real story of the 

nativity as they understood it. 



 For Christians with questions, the details of the story are less important. The real 

meaning of Christmas is that it represents the coming of the Kingdom of God, it is the birth of 

the one who was able to represent God to the world in a life of love and care for others, one 

who affirmed and nurtured the lives of those he met, and who preached a message of 

forgiveness, reconciliation and love.  The real meaning of Christmas, then, is the reminder that 

the Kingdom comes through this child born into a poor family in a politically unstable part of the 

world. 

 And finally, there is a third real meaning of Christmas, represented by probably the 

majority of people, certainly in this country, who have little interest in the nativity story, who 

do not know or care if Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem on foot or by donkey, indeed who 

do not know much or care much about anything to do with the Christian story,  whose real 

Christmas story may well include such characters as Rudolph the Reindeer and Frosty the 

Snowman, but who will sometimes go to great lengths and great expense to make Christmas a 

very special time of year.  Such people may have absolutely no religious faith whatsoever, may 

indeed be hostile to the whole Christian message, but will still see Christmas as a time to 

brighten up the gloom of winter with coloured flashing lights, will exchange Christmas presents 

with friends and family and will still make Christmas Day a day of celebration.  The nativity 

stories are not important to them. What is important is that the life of the family and each of its 

members is being affirmed and nurtured in a whole day of giving and receiving, of eating and 

drinking, of laughing and playing.  That, for the non-religious, is the real Christmas, an 

opportunity to celebrate life and love, to relax in the company of loved ones, to provide a happy 

day for the whole family, free of the pressures and worries of everyday life – if only for that one 

day. 

 We have looked briefly at three real Christmases, the conservative Christian, the liberal 

Christian and the non-Christian.  Each treats the nativity story in a different way and therefore 

finds different meaning in it.  Members of one group would perhaps see themselves as having 

little in common with members of the others, but for each group, their understanding of the 

meaning of Christmas is real.   It means something true and meaningful for them.  It is not for 

us, or anyone, to say that there is only one true understanding of the meaning of Christmas.  

Rather, we celebrate that all different parts of our society are able to come together under the 

Christmas banner, and join in this time of giving and sharing.  And finally, we notice that the 

three different approaches we have describe, actually are very similar, for they each speak of 

love, generosity, reconciliation, enjoyment, and the celebration of life in all its fullness.  The 

very message Jesus taught. 

 

HYMN 145:   

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by: 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting Light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 

 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to men on earth. 



For Christ is born of Mary; 

and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 

 

How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven: 

no ear may hear his coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him still, 

the dear Christ enters in. 

 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord, Immanuel. 

 

Prayer:  

This Christmas, we remember the birth of Jesus into poverty and homelessness, we are 

reminded that hope comes in unexpected ways and in unfamiliar places.  We pray for the work 

of those who labour to bring hope to the dispossessed, shelter to the homeless, sustenance to 

the hungry, and cheer to the lonely. 

Wherever the world is in darkness, Lord, let there be light. 

This Christmas, as we remember the violence with which the soldiers came searching for Jesus, 

we are reminded that conflicts still have devastating effects on children trapped between 

warring sides.  We pray for conflict zones such as Iraq, Sudan, and Afghanistan, for those many 

places especially in Africa where conflict festers without ever making the headlines – and we 

look for peace. 

Wherever the world is in darkness, Lord, let there be light. 

This Christmas, as we remember the flight of Jesus’ family to Egypt, we are reminded of the 

plight of people forced to flee from homes and possessions.  We pray for refugees and asylum 

seekers, and all those who are this Christmas away from home against their will 

Wherever the world is in darkness, Lord, let there be light. 

This Christmas, as we remember the homeless holy family, we are reminded of the millions of 

families now who have no shelter or who face eviction.  We pray for all homeless people 

wherever they are in the world 

Wherever the world is in darkness, Lord, let there be light. 



This Christmas, as we remember those who went to visit the newborn Christ, we are reminded 

that we need to make a journey.  We pray for ourselves that as the son of God has come to us, 

we may also come to know him and his love, to love him and his spirit as we serve other people 

Wherever the world is in darkness, Lord, let there be light. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

I invite you now to spend a few moments with your own prayer, in words or in silence; or simply 

in reflecting upon the stories we have read and the words we have heard in our worship today. 

 

Hear our prayers. loving God, which we offer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Hymn 157:   

See! in yonder manger low 

born for us on earth below, 

see! the tender Lamb appears 

promised from eternal years: 

 

Chorus 

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 

Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 

'Christ is born in Bethlehem!' 

 

Lo! within a stable lies 

he who built the starry skies, 

he who, throned in height sublime, 

sits amid the cherubim: 

Chorus 

 

Say, ye holy shepherds, say, 

what your joyful news today; 

wherefore have ye left your sheep 

on the lonely mountain steep? 

Chorus 

 

'As we watched at dead of night, 

lo, we saw a wondrous light: 

angels, singing Peace on earth, 

told us of the Saviour's birth': 

Chorus 

 

Sacred Infant, all Divine, 

what a tender love was thine, 

thus to come from highest bliss 

down to such a world as this! 

Chorus 

 

 



Benediction: 

On the Eve of Christmas:  hatred will vanish 
On the Eve of Christmas:  the earth will flourish 

On the Eve of Christmas:  war will be gone 
On the Eve of Christmas:  love will be born 

 
When we offer a glass of water to a thirsty person: 

it is Christmas. 
When we wipe the tears from weeping eyes: 

it is Christmas. 
When the spirit of revenge dies in us: 

it is Christmas. 
When in our hearts we no longer want to stay apart: 

it is Christmas. 
When we are buried in the being of God: 

it is Christmas. 
 
So may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with each one of us, with all those we love, and with all God’s children, today and for ever 

more.  Amen 

 

On behalf of Lion Walk and Chappel United Reformed churches, I wish you a joyful Christmas and 

a peaceful New year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


